Follow-up to the European Parliament resolution on the EU's Response to the Ebola Outbreak, adopted by the Commission on 19 November 2014
1.
Resolution tabled pursuant to Rule 123(2) and (4) of the European Parliament's Rules of procedure by the following Political Groups: EPP, S&D, ECR, ALDE and Greens/EFA and members of the European Parliament: Fabio Massimo CASTALDO (EFDD/IT) and Ignacio CORRAO (EFDD/IT)
2.
EP reference number: B8- 0107/2014 / P8_TA-PROV(2014)0026

3.
Date of adoption of the Resolution: 18 September 2014

4.
Subject: the EU’s Response to the Ebola Outbreak

5.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The resolution adresses the devastating impact of the rapidly evolving Ebola epidemic, resulting into a dramatic loss of innocent lives in West Africa, in particular in three most affected countries (Guinea, Liberia, Sierra Leone), having a negative effect on their overall socio-economic situation and requiring a coordinated international response given its unprecedented scale.

6.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:
Based on estimated needs of USD 980 million for the epidemic to be contained within the next nine months, the UN (WHO/OCHA) have produced a common strategy for the overall response. This strategy is broken down into critical objectives and actions delivered from a series of platforms, from global to regional to national and local.

The UN Mission for the Ebola Emergenyc Response UNMEER, will operationalise these platforms with the assistance of UN partners and NGOs organised through the cluster system. Each affected country has a national plan devised and managed by the government and supported by the UN-led response architecture.

The EU response is fully coordinated with the UN and in support of the WHO Ebola Roadmap as well as national response plans. In terms of a coordinated approach, the EU and Member States are fully integrated into the overarching UN coordination and management mechanism to assist the affected governments. The EU welcomed UNMEER, and has maintained constant contact with the UN Special Envoy, Dr. David Nabarro. Strong operational links have been established with affected governments, WHO, OCHA, UNICEF, WFP, and major partners such as the US and NGOs (most notably MSF and the International Federation of the Red Cross (IFRC).
To strengthen the effectiveness of the EU’s coordinated approach for the Ebola response, the EU Institutions set up an EU Task Force (TF) that brings together all relevant Commission services (ECHO, SANCO, DEVCO, FPI, MOVE), the European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC) and the EEAS, including EU Delegations in the affected countries (via teleconferences). EU Member States are systematically invited to take part in the daily TF meetings held within the European Commission's Emergency Response Coordination Centre (ERCC). The TF, through DG SANCO, closely liaises with the Health Security Committee that has met regularly to coordinate Ebola prevention and readiness, and risk management measures throughout the Union. The TF also liaises constantly with UNMEER, WHO and other key partners and has been instrumental in ensuring a coordinated and more effective EU response.
The EU – at the European Council in Brussels on 23 October – also decided to appoint Commissioner-designate for Humanitarian Aid and Crisis Management, Christos Stylianides, as EU Special Envoy to ensure the effectiveness, appropriateness and adequacy of the EU response.

Regarding the EU dimension, the Commission coordinates with EU Member States, within the EU Health Security Committee, health measures and risk management of the epidemic throughout the Union, based on regular risk assessment provided by the ECDC and WHO. This includes the monitoring of the state of preparedness and response in Member States (cf. paragraph 12 of the resolution).

The Commission's work with the Health Security Committee has:

· reinforced the surveillance of possible imported Ebola cases into the Union,

· ensured that all Member States can access appropriate laboratories to diagnose Ebola, through a network financed by the health programme,

· provided information to travellers and the general public, and is supporting the evacuation of patients from the affected areas (cf. paragraph 12 of the resolution).

The Commission will continue to support such coordination through the EU Health Security Committee as set out in the Decision of the European Parliament and of the Council (1082/2013) on serious cross-border threats to health.

In addition, the Commission and the Italian Presidency held a high level meeting with ministers and government representatives of EU and EEA member states (16 October 2014) to discuss further measures to contain Ebola and protect Europe against this virus. As agreed at this meeting, the Commission will evaluate and help strengthen exit screening from the affected countries; support work towards common information and protocols; has convened expert meetings to review infection control for Ebola patients in Europe and work with the ECDC on further activities to support EU Member States, in particular through a network of clinical doctors launched on 11 November. The possible use of the Joint Procurement Agreement embedded in the Decision of the European Parliament and of the Council (1082/2013) on serious cross-border threats to health is being examined with Member States to allow procurement of supplies, e.g. of protective equipment for healthcare workers and treatments related to Ebola.

The Commission’s Emergency Response Coordination Centre (ERCC) has triggered the Union's Civil Protection Mechanism (UCPM) as the coordinating tool for all EU and participating states, allowing the circulation of  updated lists of urgent needs from the WHO and affected countries and to facilitate the deployment of assistance to the region. The EU has also activated the EU Movement and Planning Cell (EUMPC) of the EEAS to mobilise, if required, Member States' military strategic airlift assets which can contribute to transporting critical medical material, equipment and personnel to the affected countries and support the evacuation of Ebola-linked cases from the region.

The current (11/11/2014) joint EU response stands at a total close to €1 074 million in pledges (€ 392 million from the EU and some € 682 million from Member States), logistic air bridge, secondment of experts, medicines, protective equipment, etc. The EU funding includes €58 million in humanitarian and civil protection transport assistance to support partner organisations with capacity to respond to the epidemic.

The EU's funding also includes about €158 million in development assistance, inter alia to strengthen governments’ capacities to deliver public services in particular in health care providing 3 mobile laboratories for the detection of the virus and training health workers in the three most affected countries, support of healthcare systems, food security, water and sanitation, etc. The EU agrees with the need to look beyond the immediate Ebola containment-related issues and the need to focus on essential social services and economic recovery. In that context, it is worth noting that priority sectors in the National Indicative Programmes in both Liberia and Sierra Leone already focus on Education and Agriculture, and in Guinea on Sanitation and Health. The Instrument contributing to Stability and Peace is planning to allocate €12 million to complement the actions of other instruments on preparedness.

As for medical research and efficient medicines and vaccines against Ebola, under the EU's 7th Framework Programme for Research and Development, the EU is funding several projects that are explicitly addressing Ebola: on the development of new antiviral drugs, on linking up high-security laboratories, on the clinical management of patients particularly in Europe, and on solutions to ethical, administrative, regulatory and logistical bottlenecks that prevent a rapid research response. A total of €164 million have been announced by RTD: €24 million (Horizon 2020) for research, vaccine and treatment clinical trials, and €140 million on a call to boost EU research on Ebola, together with €140 million from pharmaceutical companies (through the Innovative Medicines Initiative).
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