Follow up to the European Parliament resolution on the EU and the global development framework after 2015, adopted by the Commission on 10 February 2015
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3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 25 November 2014
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6.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The resolution assesses the success of the Millennium Development Goals and notes the new challenges shaping the strategic international development landscape. It calls for a strengthened Global Partnership to implement the new agenda and a strong and coherent EU position. It identifies priority areas for the new framework and important actors (such as the private sector, civil society and local authorities and national parliaments). The resolution urges Member States to meet their ODA commitments and makes other proposals for mobilising financial resources. The resolution also underlines the importance of a strong accountability mechanism supported with accessible and disaggregated data.

The resolution also calls for the EU to indicate which actions and commitments it might make domestically and internationally to respond to the principle of universality. It calls for the EU to play an active role in shaping a new global partnership which will mobilise action by all stakeholders and also calls for the EU to adopt a strong, cohesive and unified position in the upcoming inter-governmental negotiations.

The resolution contains some headline messages which are consistent with the Commission's Communication from June 2014: that the new framework should be universal; that it should focus on the unfinished business of the MDGs; that it should address the three dimensions of sustainable development (economic, social and environmental) in a balanced way; that it should use a human-rights based approach, address inequality and address good governance, democracy, the rule of law, peace and security. It also contains some useful messages on the importance of Policy Coherence for Development and universality in the new agenda.

7.
Response to the requests and overview of actions taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:

In general terms the Commission agrees with the broad direction of the resolution. There are some more specific issues where the Commission might depart somewhat from the analysis presented. For example, the resolution does little to situate ODA within the broader context of all development finance. One of the key conclusions from Monterrey, for example, was that we should not forget the central role of national policies and development strategies. The resolution did not draw as strongly as it might have from the Report of the Intergovernmental Committee Experts on Sustainable Development Financing, which helpfully assessed the relative volumes of the different sources of development financing and emphasised the crucial role of national level policies and actions. The Commission does not share the assessment on liberalisation set out in paragraph 22, but the EU's trade policy aims to contribute to inclusive growth and sustainable development in its three dimensions.
There is a call (in paragraph 19) to set the target on ending extreme poverty at USD 2 a day (whilst also addressing other multidimensional aspects of poverty). However, the main basis for negotiations on the Sustainable Development Goals is the Outcome Document of the Open Working Group, which includes a threshold of USD 1.25 a day.

Three weeks after the resolution was passed, the General Affairs Council adopted, on 16 December 2014, Conclusions on a transformative post-2015 agenda. These Conclusions set out the EU position in the post-2015 negotiations for the coming months. The Conclusions echo many of the messages within the Parliament's resolution, including the importance of balance between the three dimensions of sustainable development, the importance of universality, of a coordinated EU position, of tackling conflict and fragility and gender equality. The Conclusions respond to paragraph 52 of the resolution (on eliminating inequalities in access to health and education) by reaffirming the Open Working Group (OWG) on Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) as the main basis for integrating sustainable development goals into the post-2015 development agenda. The Conclusions contain similar messages on the Global Partnership and on the importance of Policy Coherence for Development.  The Conclusions respond to paragraph 80 of the resolution (on ODA) by recalling prior commitments on ODA, including those on 0.7% GNI. The Conclusions also stress the importance of a solid, efficient and effective approach to the review, monitoring and accountability.

The Commission is ready to continue its close cooperation with the European Parliament, throughout the preparation of the post-2015 agenda as well as during its implementation.

On 5 February the Commission adopted its Communication on "A Global Partnership for Poverty Eradication and Sustainable Development after 2015", outlining proposals for EU positions in the ongoing discussions on financing for development and on means of implementation for the new post-2015 framework, in advance of the July Financing for Development Conference in Addis Abeba. It also includes an assessment of best monitoring and accountability frameworks.
In terms of the call to evaluate blending mechanisms and publish guidelines (in paragraph 81), the Commission has launched an evaluation on blending which will take into account the mid-term evaluations of the Neighbourhood Investment Facility and the EU-Africa Infrastructure Trust Fund. This will start in early 2015 and should be finalised in early 2016. Guidelines are under preparation as well and should be ready in early 2015.
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