
Follow up to the European Parliament resolution on child undernutrition and malnutrition in developing countries, adopted by the Commission on 10 February 2015
1.
Resolution tabled pursuant to Rule 128(5) and 123(2) of the European Parliament's Rules of procedure by the Development Committee (DEVE)
2.
EP reference number: B8-0253/2014 / P8_TA-PROV(2014)0072
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 27 November 2014

4.
Subject: Child undernutrition and malnutrition in developing countries

5.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:

The resolution stresses that undernutrition is both a human and economic tragedy. Tackling effectively undernutrition will require an integrated and coordinated response by targeting in priority women and children.

The resolution welcomes the EU's commitment to reducing the number of stunted children under the age of five by 7 million by 2025, together with the pledge to invest EUR 3.5 billion in nutrition interventions between 2014 and 2020. The resolution acknowledges the multisectoral dimension promoted by the Commission and the essential role of agriculture for improving nutrition.

The resolution commends the continuous EU’s participation at international level like the Scaling-Up Nutrition movement (SUN), the Expo 2015, and the post-2015 agenda and calls for mainstreaming and prioritising nutrition in development cooperation instruments. It also strongly recommends to improve accountability for nutrition.

6.
Response to the requests and overview of actions taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:

The Commission agrees and actively supports these orientations.

In terms of investment (paragraph 10):

The resolution calls on the Commission to scale up its commitments as regards nutrition-specific interventions. At the UK-led Nutrition for Growth event in London in June 2013, Commissioner Piebalgs pledged, on behalf of the EU, €3.5 billion for nutrition interventions between 2014 and 2020, of which €400 million for nutrition-specific interventions.

The comparative advantage of the Commission in the agriculture and food security area has led to a focus by the Commission on nutrition-sensitive interventions compared with nutrition-specific interventions which are generally linked to the health sector. Other donors, among them some EU Member States, present a comparative advantage in the health sector. The Commission will ensure that coordination between nutrition-specific and nutrition-sensitive interventions is effective, particularly at country level.
On mainstreaming and prioritising nutrition in development cooperation instruments (paragraph 23):
The Commission has put nutrition at the heart of its development cooperation policy and since the last two years has advocated to integrating nutrition in programming documents. For the period 2014-2020 some forty partner countries have set nutrition objectives in their strategic documents with the EU.

The Commission is also working with EU Member States to develop methodological and guidance tools to mainstream nutrition in agriculture and water sector interventions.

On accountability (paragraphs 25-27):

Accountability is an essential element of the Commission's policy on nutrition. The Commission has led the work on the SUN resource tracking tool which has been adopted by the SUN community. In 2014, the Commission launched a major initiative: the National Information Platforms for Nutrition (NIPN), which serves two objectives: enhancing accountability by establishing/reinforcing quality and harmonised nutrition data systems, and informing on what works for nutrition including high impact pathways for agriculture (return on investment for nutrition). This last objective is contributing to building evidence on the most cost-effective nutrition interventions.

The NIPN will also aim at strengthening country ownership and increasing governance and transparency. Indeed, the NIPN at national level will be country-specific and participatory, involving all stakeholders from government, to donors, private sector and civil society organisations.
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