
Follow up to the European Parliament resolution on renewing the EU Internal Security Strategy, adopted by the Commission on 10 March 2015
1.
Resolution tabled pursuant to Rule 128(5) and 123(2) of the European Parliament's Rules of procedure by the Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs (HOME)
2.
EP reference number: B8-0350/2014/rév.1 / P8_TA-PROV(2014)0102
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 17 December 2014

4.
Subject: Renewing the EU Internal Security Strategy

5.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:

The resolution is concise and concentrates, instead of providing an extensive list of topics, a more structured approach to the delivering the ISS. The main points are: the European Parliament's role in the process of defining the ISS, the need for forward-looking and comprehensive analysis in the ISS, emphasising the issue of foreign fighters, the need to share intelligence and draft better and more comprehensive threat assessments, better inclusion of judicial dimension, and efficient implementation of the measures identified including funding.

6.
Reply to these requests and outlook regarding the action that the Commission has taken or intends to take:

Parliament has an important role to play in the definition and delivery of the renewed Internal Security Strategy.

The Commission will put forward in spring 2015 a Communication on a European Agenda on Security (EAS). It will be the basis for the Council and the Parliament to agree on a renewed EU Internal Security Strategy.

The approach provided for in the European Parliament's resolution is in line with the ambition of the Commission: to provide a strategy-driven agenda which will connect to existing or already envisaged measures.

The basis of the Commission approach is a European Agenda on Security (EAS) that deals with the relevant elements of European action including organised crime, money laundering, trafficking of human beings, cybercrime and anti-corruption strategies. The fight against terrorism should be a major focus of this agenda, taking account of the new and increased threats that have emerged.

The Commission shares the views of the European Parliament that there should be synergies between the internal and external aspects of security policy and the relevant tools. The new European Agenda on Security will focus on relevant internal policies, including their external aspects. It should bring together in a comprehensive manner the contribution needed from the relevant EU policies and be coherent with complementary parallel action on the external dimension.

The resolution highlights the importance of finding a balance between continuity and change. In line with the Commission's approach, the possible added value of Union-level action needs to be strongly emphasised. In this three-step approach, firstly the value of existing EU measures need to be maximised. This entails implementation by all Member States of key EU instruments, such as the SIS or Prüm and the Swedish initiative, and the use of Commission infringement possibilities, if necessary, to precipitate and enforce the process.

Secondly, the EU needs to also deliver on pending proposals, especially in relation to EU PNR. There should be progress in relation to the renewal of the legal basis of Europol, Eurojust, and CEPOL, which are some of the backbones of cross-border cooperation in the JHA area.

Finally, the preparation of the EAS is also an important opportunity to take stock of current activities and instruments and evaluate whether further measures are required to address the evolving threats. These measures could range from finding sound solutions to exchanging PNR data with key third countries to reinforcing the fight against trafficking in firearms as well as assessing the need for and added value of a possible data retention instrument.

As Parliament rightly points out, cooperation between Member States as well as with our agencies needs to be stepped up. Greater trust between the Member States needs to be encouraged in order to promote better sharing of intelligence and reinforce the analysis of this information.

Additionally, current and emerging threats can only be tackled by going beyond traditional law enforcement and security cooperation: a joined-up approach is needed bringing in all relevant policies (foreign affairs, justice, social inclusion and integration, anti-discrimination, education, transport, Digital Single Market, financial markets, etc.). Comprehensive approach in particular is relevant when it comes to tackling the root causes of radicalisation within our European societies.

Parliament highlights the need to incorporate a judicial dimension in the ISS. In line with the Commission approach, the importance of the judicial process leading to the conviction of those responsible for acts of serious and organised crime and terrorism should be strengthened. A more efficient use of judicial cooperation and our existing legal instruments, such as Eurojust, the European Arrest Warrant (EAW), European Investigation Order (EIO), Joint Investigation Teams (JIT), European Criminal Records Information System (ECRIS) and mutual legal assistance (MLA) needs to be emphasised.

Parliament recalls that there should be a balance between prevention policies and repressive measures. Radicalisation needs to be countered inter alia by strengthening our anti-radicalisation tools such as the Radicalisation Awareness Network. The emphasis will be to tackle the root causes of radicalisation. The Union needs to enforce and safeguard our fundamental European values and liberties and fight against all forms of intolerance, racism, anti-Semitism, Islamophobia, xenophobia.

Regarding the point raised by Parliament on the need for a regular threat assessment, the Commission is ready to contribute to the production of such reports, based on available assessments at EU level and voluntary contributions from the Member States.
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