ORDINARY LEGISLATIVE procedure - First reading
European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on the approximation of the laws of the Member States relating to caseins and caseinates intended for human consumption and repealing Council Directive 83/417/EEC

1.
Rapporteur: Giovanni LA VIA (EPP/IT)

2.
EP reference number: A8-0042/2015 / P8_TA-PROV(2015)0340

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 7 October 2015

4.
Subject: EU marketing standards for edible casein and caseinates

5.
Interinstitutional reference number: 2014/0096(COD)

6.
Legal basis: Article 114 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union

7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety (ENVI)

8.
Commission's position: The Commission can accept all compromise amendments agreed by the co-legislators, as they clarify or update the Commission's proposal, respecting its overall objective:

· updating the reference to the FIC Regulation;

· including the terms "food additives" for completeness sake;

· full alignment of the definition of "casein" with the Codex standard;

· Commission delegated powers for five years (instead of unlimited period) – in line with latest adopted texts;

· compliance with the new Directive 12 months after entry into force (instead of on 31 March 2015) – justified by the time taken by the procedure;

· adequate labelling of edible caseinates where the minimum milk protein content is exceeded – the version finally agreed respects the Commission's argumentation not to derogate from the international standard.

9.
Outlook for amendment of the proposal: There is no need for a formal modified proposal, as there is already agreement between the European Parliament and Council, endorsed by the Commission.

10.
Outlook for the adoption of Council's position: Political agreement has been reached on 24 June 2015. The Council approved the EP position and adopted the proposal in the wording corresponding to the EP position on 10 November 2015.

