Follow up to the European Parliament resolution on the 2014 progress Report on Montenegro, adopted by the Commission on 3 June 2015
1.
Resolution tabled pursuant to Rule 123(2) of the European Parliament's Rules of procedure by the Committee on Foreign Affairs (AFET)
2.
EP reference number: B8-0211/2015 / P8_TA-PROV(2015)0063
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 11 March 2015

4.
Subject : European integration process of Montnenegro
5.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The resolution reflects an overall solid consensus in the European Parliament for strong support to Montenegro's accession process. It also supports, in general, the analysis of the Commission's 2014 Progress Report, focusing, inter alia, on lack of results in the area of rule of law, especially in anti-corruption, concerns about the media situation (including weak professional standards), and on the need to improve consultations with civil society.

Concerning the rule of law, the resolution encourages further strengthening of the Ombudsman's office, on anti-discrimination cases, welcomes progress in judicial reform, expresses concern about impunity in war crimes cases and about limited progress in combating corruption, urges for further progress in developing a solid track record of investigations, prosecutions and convictions at all levels including high-level corruption cases, calls for enhancing capacities in fighting organised crime. It calls on the Commission to closely monitor the implementation of laws on anti-corruption, public procurement, conflict of interest.
The resolution welcomes the Commission's stronger focus on Public Administration Reform and calls for further progress by Montenegro.

On the economy, the resolution encourages the government to implement sustainable economic reforms but also expresses concerns about the case of the aluminium producer KAP, and calls on Montenegro to recognise the decision of a Cypriot court on KAP.

The resolution commends Montenegro's role in regional cooperation and its alignment with CFSP, calls on NATO members to support Montenegro's NATO accession and encourages Montenegro to address bilateral issues with neighbours, including border and succession issues.
6.
Reply to these requests and outlook regarding the action that the Commission has taken or intends to take:

Overall comments: Concerning the rule of law, the Commission already monitors developments closely. Montenegro submits six-monthly reports on the implementation of the Action Plans on the rule of law chapters. The Commission organises expert missions to Montenegro, to look at specific rule of law issues.

Montenegro is also expected to submit material relevant to the rule of law, as part of its input for the 2015 Progress Report.

On public administration reform: this issue is one of the "fundamentals" of the accession process. The Commission works closely with Montenegro on this, mainly through the Special Group on Public Administration Reform, set up within the framework of the SAA. It is also expected that the 2015 Progress Report will cover the issue in more detail than before.
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