
Follow up to the European Parliament resolution on sustainable exploitation of sea bass, adopted by the Commission on 3 June 2015
1.
Resolution tabled pursuant to Rule 123(2) of the European Parliament's Rules of procedure by the Committee on Fisheries (PECH)
2.
EP reference number: B8-0235/2015 / P8_TA-PROV(2015)0078

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 12 March 2015

4.
Subject: Sustainable exploitation of sea bass
5.
Brief analysis/assessment of the Resolution and requests made in it:

The Parliament expresses its general concern about the worrying condition of the sea bass stock in the Celtic Sea, the West of Scotland and the North Sea and that national management measures taken to date are insufficient to maintain the species and do not solve the problems of sharing and access to resources.

It calls on the Commission and the Member States to evaluate the status of the stock of sea bass, to make use of the European Fund for Maritime Affairs and Fisheries, which provides substantial funding for the collection of scientific data. The Parliament believes that EU measures are necessary for recreational fisheries in the form of quantitative limitations and considers that measures for commercial and recreational fisheries must be coherent.

It explicitly asks the Commission to propose a multiannual management plan for sea bass in order to bring the stock to a level above the maximum sustainable yield while involving professional and recreational fishermen and advisory councils in the preparation, as well as to evaluate different management measures for commercial fishing, in particular the setting of a TAC, a scientifically sound decision on minimum landing size and spatio-temporal closures in order to protect breeding.

6.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:
The Commission has asked independent scientific experts (ICES) to provide advice for sea bass stocks. The advice for the Celtic sea, Irish Sea, Channel and North Sea states a drastic reduction in catches (minus 80%) and mortality (minus 60%). Sea bass are a non-TAC species, meaning that there are no quotas set at EU level for this fish stock. These fisheries are managed by national measures which have been assessed as unlikely to deliver management in line with MSY (Maximum Sustainable Yield).

Since 2012 the Commission repeatedly met with Member States to find agreement on a TAC. This proved not possible as Member States could not agree on the sharing of a TAC between them. In 2014, in the framework of the proposal on Fishing Opportunities, the Commission had proposed other management measures for sea bass, such as a limitation for recreational anglers and effort limitations for commercial fisheries. However the Council was not able to agree on the proposed measures in December 2014.

The Commission is working towards the sustainable exploitation of sea bass through a package of measures:

1) In the face of a stock at risk of collapse, emergency measures at EU level were adopted by the Commission end of January 2015 to ban pelagic vessels from targeting spawning aggregations of sea bass, so that the stock has a chance to reproduce.

2) As recreational fishermen take a quarter of all landings of sea bass, it is important that they also contribute to decreasing the pressure on this stock. To that end, the Council adopted on 16 March 2015 the Commission proposal for a 3 fish bag limit for recreational anglers.

3) Additional management measures are currently under preparation. The draft proposal would include monthly catch limits for other parts of the fleet impacting on sea bass such as drift and gillnets, pole and line fishery, demersal and pelagic vessels, as well as increasing the minimum size from 36 cm to 42 cm for both commercial and recreational fishermen.

4) As a long-term measure, the sea bass is to be included in the legislative proposal for a multi annual plan for the North Western Waters which is under development and is foreseen to be adopted by the Commission in 2016.  In the preparation of these long-term plans the Commission will consult all stakeholders. However scoping for these plans will again open discussions on the use of a TAC, landing sizes and potential closures and technical gear responses.
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