Follow up to the European Parliament resolution on follow-up on the implementation of the Bologna Process, adopted by the Commission on 22 July 2015
1.
Rapporteur: Krystyna LYBACKA (S&D/PL)

2.
EP reference number: A8-0121/2015 / P8_TA-PROV(2015)0107

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 28 April 2015

4.
Subject: Follow-up on the implementation of the Bologna Process

5.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Education and Culture (CULT)
6.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The Commission agrees with the underlining of better implementation of objectives and tools in future efforts to establish a fully-functioning European Higher Education Area (EHEA). The requests made by the European Parliament take into consideration the complex context in which higher education functions and are broadly supported by the Commission.

7.
Reply to these requests and outlook regarding the action that the Commission has taken or intends to take:

· Points 12 and 13 "Calls on the Member States, the EHEA countries and the EU as a whole to foster public understanding of and support for the Bologna Process, including action at grassroots level to achieve more effective and dynamic involvement in reaching its goals; Points out that the Commission, as a member of the Bologna Process, has an important role in developing the EHEA, and calls on it to further its role in reinvigorating the Process and accelerating the efforts to achieve the stated goals";
The Commission actively promotes the values and benefits of the Bologna Process as an active member of the Process, through initiatives in the field of higher education and more specifically by having provided support to both the revision of the ECTS Users’ Guide and the report from the Pathfinder Group on automatic recognition. The Commission has during the preparations for the Ministerial Conference and in the negotiations of the Yerevan Communiqué strongly advocated full and even implementation across all the member countries of the Bologna Process. Implementation in the European Union is also promoted under Erasmus+. Funding under the Erasmus+ Call for support for better implementation of Bologna principles and objectives in national settings has been awarded to 20 programme countries. The projects are in the initial phase of execution.

· Point 18 "Warns that any cuts in Horizon 2020 would undoubtedly affect the full implementation of the Bologna Process, and therefore urges the Commission to withdraw any such proposal";
In the context of the European Fund for Strategic Investments, the principle of prudent budgeting required some redeployment in order to finance the initiative. The budget lines funding fundamental research such as "Strengthening frontier research in the European Research Council", "Marie Sklodowska-Curie actions" and "Spreading Excellence and Widening Participation" are not affected. The Commission will analyse the potential impact of contributions to EFSI from other budget lines of Horizon 2020 on the effective implementation of the respective programmes and will, if appropriate, propose an amending letter to the draft general budget of the Union for 2016 to adjust the breakdown of the Horizon 2020 budget lines.

· Point 31 "Calls on the Commission and the Member States to include European and international partnership and mobility arrangements among the criteria for ranking universities and further education establishments";
International Orientation is one of the five dimensions of U-Multirank developed with the support of the Commission. Institutions can report on the use of foreign languages as languages of instruction in programmes at the various levels in higher education, mobility for students and staff, international joint publications and international doctoral degrees. The Commission considers internationalisation and mobility essential for high quality higher education.

· Point 33 "Calls on the Member States, the EU and the EHEA to strengthen mobility by fostering language learning, removing administrative obstacles, providing adequate financial supports mechanism and guaranteeing the transferability of grants, scholarships and credits";
The Bologna Process is intergovernmental in nature, leaving member countries responsible for the funding of education systems and questions related to the awarding of credits in cooperation with institutions. Therefore, the countries in the Bologna Process hold the final responsibility for the aspects mentioned in this point. The Commission, however, fully supports the objective in the Communiqué adopted in Yerevan to ensure portability of grants and loans. It is furthermore worth noticing the new measures in Erasmus+ for awarding extra funding to students with special needs or students from disadvantaged backgrounds. Furthermore, the Commission underlines the importance of the revised ECTS Users’ Guide endorsed by Ministers in Yerevan for better implementation of credits based more on student-centred learning and learning outcomes than previously.

· Point 37 "Calls for efforts to strengthen the link between higher education and research and innovation, including through the promotion of research-based education, and highlights the Horizon 2020 Programme as a key funding mechanism for boosting research; calls for better synchronisation of actions supporting the Bologna Process such as the Horizon 2020 and Erasmus+ programmes";
A strengthened link between education and research is highlighted in the newly adopted Communiqué. In the autumn, a work programme will be adopted to support the implementation of the objectives in the Communiqué, including the establishment of new working groups. In this context, the Commission will advocate for a stronger link between education and research in work carrying forward implementation and will also look into how aims can be supported at Union level. The Call supporting implementation of Bologna objectives at national level through Erasmus+ will be continued in the future.

· Point 48 "Calls for efforts to further develop a strategy for the external dimension of the EHEA, through cooperation with other regions of the world, in order to increase its competitiveness and attractiveness in a global setting, improve the provision of information on the EHEA, strengthen cooperation based on partnership, intensify policy dialogue and further recognise qualifications";
The Commission agrees that external cooperation is important to increase the competitiveness and attractiveness of European higher education in a global setting. The Commission will promote a discussion on a future strategy for the external dimension of EHEA in connection with the adoption of the work programme in the Bologna Follow-up Group (BFUG) during the autumn.
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