Follow up to the European Parliament resolution on the occasion of International Roma Day - anti-Gypsyism in Europe and EU recognition of the memorial day of the Roma genocide during WW II, adopted by the Commission on 9 June 2015
1.
Political Groups which tabled the resolution pursuant to Rule 123(2) of the European Parliament's Rules of procedure: EPP, S&D, ECR, ALDE, GUE/NGL, Greens/EFA, EFDD
2.
EP reference number: B8-0326/2015 / P8_TA-PROV(2015)0095
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 15 April 2015

4.
Subject: Anti-Gypsyism in Europe and EU recognition of the memorial day of the Roma genocide during WWII

5.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:

The European Parliament calls for more efforts from Member States to put an end to discrimination against Roma and to fight against anti-Gypsyism, which is incompatible with core values of the European Union and hampers the social integration of Roma.

The European Parliament declared 2 August to be the Roma Holocaust Memorial day to commemorate the Roma genocide during World War II. It constitutes an important step in the fight against anti- Gypsyism and contributes to the general knowledge of Roma history in Europe.

6.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:

The European Commission welcomes and strongly supports the European Parliament Resolution. The European Commission recognizes that despite our efforts, the discrimination against Roma and anti-Gypsism is still widely spread across Europe and it should be of concern to all of us.

The European Commission agrees that EU Member States need to make stronger efforts to fight these negative phenomena incompatible with the values and principles of the European Union.

As highlighted by the European Commission on various occasions, promoting equal rights and opportunities for Roma is the only way forward.

Since the adoption of the EU Framework for National Roma Strategies up to 2020 in April 2011, the European Commission has been emphasising that there will be no tangible results in the implementation of the strategies if the fight against discrimination is not addressed systematically.

As underlined by the Commission, fighting discrimination should not be considered as a stand-alone policy, but should be mainstreamed into all policies, such as education employment, access to services, including healthcare and housing.

The European Commission reinforced the message in its proposal for the Council Recommendation on effective Roma integration measures adopted unanimously by all EU Member States in December 2013 in which essential horizontal and structural measures such as fighting against discrimination, anti-Gypsyism, protection of Roma children and women and empowering Roma were also addressed.

The Member States made a commitment to communicate to the European Commission any measures taken in accordance with this Recommendation and the progress achieved in implementing their National Roma Integration Strategies, as of January 2016.

Moreover, the Commission constantly monitors compliance of Member States with the Directive 2000/43/EC on Racial Equality which prohibits discrimination on grounds of racial or ethnic origin in a number of specific fields. The Roma as an ethnic minority fall squarely within the protection of this Directive. The Commission is ready to take action if Member States are found to be in breach of their duties under the Racial Equality Directive.

The Commission strongly condemns all manifestation of racism and xenophobia. Hostile or reluctant behaviour can contribute to the acceptance and increase of intolerance in society.

The Council Framework Decision on racism and xenophobia is a central tool to fight against hate speech and hate crimes based on race, religion, or national or ethnic origin as it obliges all EU Member States to penalise such behaviours and to ensure that a bias motivation of any other offence is taken into account in the severity of the penalties. As from 1 December 2014, the Commission has the power to oversee, under the control of the Court of Justice, the application of the Framework Decision and has entered into bilateral dialogues with Member States, with a view to ensuring full and correct transposition of the legislation into national law.

The Commission will ensure the effective enforcement of the existing EU instruments and will work closely with the Member States and other key actors, including civil society organisations to make a real difference on the ground.

As regards the recognition of the Roma genocide during the WWII, the European Commission pays great importance to ensuring a broader understanding of the history of the European Union and its origins in the aftermath of two world wars.

The Commission considers acknowledgement and remembrance of all those who suffered under the Nazi regime, including Roma as a moral duty. Recognising the darkest times of the past makes us vigilant against human indifference and this is particularly relevant these days, when Roma still face discrimination on the basis of their ethnic origin.

The Commission will continue to provide funding support to the "Europe for Citizens programme 2014-2020" which aims at contributing to citizen's understanding of the Union, its history and diversity and contains the European remembrance as specific objective. This funding programme also supports projects commemorating the victims of Nazi crimes that cover also the Roma genocide.

The Commission supports the European Parliament in its initiative to designate 2 August as European Roma Holocaust Memorial Day.
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