
Follow up to the European Parliament resolution on the 2014 Progress Report on Albania, adopted by the Commission on 22 July 2015
1.
Resolution tabled pursuant to Rule 123(2) of the European Parliament's Rules of procedure by the Committee on Foreign Affairs (AFET)

2.
EP reference number: B8-0358/2015 / P8_TA(2015)0181
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 30 April 2015

4.
Subject: 2014 Progress Report on Albania

5.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:

The resolution as adopted is broadly in line with the 2014 Progress Report and the Commission position on Albania.

In this respect, the resolution commends Albania for obtaining candidate status in June 2014 and stresses this should be seen as an encouragement to intensify the reform efforts. It also underlines that concrete measures and sustained political commitment are necessary to address the challenges. The resolution reiterates the need to keep a sustainable political dialogue between government and opposition. Reference is also made to the need to comply with Constitutional Court rulings, one of the main elements of the political agreement that put an end to the boycott last December.

The resolution mentions the state of play and challenges on the five key priorities: Public Administration Reform, judicial reform, fight against corruption, fight against organised crime and fundamental rights, including minorities. In this respect, the European Parliament urges the government to adopt comprehensive legislation on minorities in line with the recommendations of the Advisory Committee on the Council of Europe Framework Convention on National Minorities. The need to tackle fragmentation in local government is stressed, as well as the need to establish a track record of investigations, prosecutions and final convictions.

The resolution welcomes the establishment of joint working groups within the High Level Dialogue on the key priorities. Also, the resolution calls on Albania to strengthen the oversight role of the parliament, while welcoming the adoption of legislation on the role of the parliament in the EU integration process. Finally, the resolution calls on the establishment of an inclusive National Council for European Integration (NCEI). The Commission highlighted the need for this body to foster inclusiveness and participation of civil society in the reform process. To be noted that an agreement to have the opposition chairing the Council was reached and that constituent session establishing the NCEI was on 8th May.

On sector policies, the resolution highlights the improvement of the business climate and encourages the government to guarantee the independence and support of the Audiovisual Media Authority (AMA) in order to ensure its proper functioning and to facilitate the digital switchover due in June 2015. The Commission has also reiterated the need to make progress in this area.

Finally, the draft resolution welcomes Albania's "constructive and pro-active stance in regional and bilateral cooperation" and its 100% alignment with CFSP positions.

6.
Reply to these requests and outlook regarding the action that the Commission has taken or intends to take:

The Commission shares the European Parliament's assessment of the situation in Albania and the need to deliver solid and sustainable results on the key priorities and other sector areas to move forward on the EU path. It is essential to consolidate deliverables, notably in the field of rule of law. The Commission will continue to extensively support Albania in delivering on the necessary reforms in the framework of the Road Map and the High Level Dialogue on the key priorities.

Regarding the call in the resolution on the Commission to address the weaknesses in the labour market, under the Instrument for Pre-Accession Assistance (IPA), the Commission is working on allocating funds in support of the National Employment Strategy (possible budget support of up to € 30 million under 2015 national programme).
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