Follow up to the European Parliament resolution on the 2014 Progress report on Bosnia and Herzegovina, adopted by the Commission on 22 July 2015
1.
Resolution tabled pursuant to Rule 123(2) of the European Parliament's Rules of procedure by the Committee on Foreign Affairs (AFET)

2.
EP reference number: B8-0359/2015 / P8_TA(2015)0182

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 30 April 2015

4.
Subject: 2014 Progress report on Bosnia and Herzegovina

5.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:

The resolution as adopted largely follows the Commission lines as provided for under the 2014 Progress Report on Bosnia and Herzegovina (BiH) as well as the EU positions regarding the first steps of the December 2014 new EU initiative towards BiH which resulted in the SAA entry into force as of 1 June 2015.

In this respect, the resolution welcomes the renewed approach to Bosnia and Herzegovina (BiH) and asks to keep it as an EU foreign policy priority. It calls on BiH authorities to undertake serious reforms to make progress on the path to the EU, in line with the text of the recently signed Written Commitment. A need for coordinated action and communication of EU and financial institutions to the country is highlighted.

The Resolution stresses the importance of EU engagement in the area of socio-economic reforms and improvement of business environment. It further calls on BiH authorities to take "Compact for Growth" and economic governance as a key priority of the reforms, including implementation of labour market reforms to tackle high unemployment and addressing the issue of the large informal sector. It urges BiH authorities to develop countrywide sector strategies in the priority areas of transport, energy, environment and agriculture as to be able to fully benefit from the IPA funding.

In the area of Rule of Law, the Resolution urges BiH authorities to make the fight against corruption an absolute priority and expresses concern over inefficiency and risks of political interference in the judiciary. It welcomes the broadening of the Structured Dialogue on Justice and its positive results in the area of regional cooperation and processing of war crimes cases. It highlights importance of establishing effective EU coordination mechanism to tackle current organisational inefficiencies in the country and expresses concern over fragmentation and politicisation of public administration in BiH.

Furthermore, the Resolution encourages the fostering inclusive and tolerant BiH society, and urges authorities to promote non-discriminatory education system and the adoption of state-level strategy on anti-discrimination. It finally expresses concern over political and financial pressures on the media and threats to journalists, and urges the authorities to safeguard independence of public broadcasting system.

6.
Reply to these requests and outlook regarding the action that the Commission has taken or intends to take:

The Commission shares the European Parliament's assessment of the situation in Bosnia and Herzegovina and the need to deliver on the necessary requirements for further progress on the EU path, starting with the preparation and finalisation of an initial reform agenda tackling socio-economic reforms. The commission agrees with the emphasis on the rule of law and public administration reform, as well as the setting up of an coordination mechanism on EU matters. The Commission will continue to extensively support BiH authorities delivering on the necessary reforms.
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