
Follow up to the European Parliament resolution on Milano Expo 2015: Feeding the Planet, Energy for Life, adopted by the Commission on 22 July 2015
1.
Resolution tabled pursuant to Rule 128(5) and 123(2) of the European Parliament's Rules of procedure by the Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development (AGRI)
2.
EP reference number: B8-0360/2015 / P8_TA-PROV(2015)0184

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 30 April 2015

4.
Subject: Expo Milano 2015 – Feeding the Planet, Energy for Life

5.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:

The resolution underlines that the EXPO Milano 2015 could provide a serious boost to the debate on improving food production and food distribution, tackling food waste, promoting and developing already-existing positive approaches to face the challenge of food insecurity, malnutrition and poor diets and striking a balance between supply and consumption. The theme of the EXPO Milano also provides an opportunity to consider and discuss various approaches to resolve the paradoxes of a globalised world, with undernourished people on the one hand and overweight people on the other hand. This situation causes a social and economic damage and could have a dramatic impact on human health. The EXPO theme concern principally food, like agriculture and fisheries and is connected to the issues of food, food autonomy and sustainability. They also stressed that the experience of the civil society and its contribution to the debate on the EXPO 2015 are crucial and its experience and initiatives should be encouraged to develop a substantial debate and guidelines aimed at mitigating the global crisis surrounding food and nutrition. The resolution also underlines that healthy soils are not only a fundamental requirement for the production of food, fuel, fibre and medicines but also for our ecosystems since they play a major role in the carbon cycle.

6.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:

[4] On 8 May and 15 October 2015 the Directorate-General Joint Research Centre, together with DG for Research and Innovation, DG General for Agriculture and Rural Development, DG for International cooperation and Development organize two high-level conferences to discuss the work of the EU EXPO scientific steering committee. In these events, the Commission will explore the options for implementing concrete actions for adequate, healthy, sustainable and informed food consumption.

[5] Expo Milano 2015 is a unique opportunity to highlight the added value of the EU regarding safe and sustainable food production and raise awareness of the importance of farming and of the challenge of food security.

The Directorate-General for Agriculture and Rural Development (DG AGRI) has therefore developed a programme of relevant CAP related stakeholder's seminars and conferences in Milan during the EXPO, aiming at contributing to the debates and legacy on how we will contribute feeding the planet in the future.

All relevant details about DG AGRI participation in the EXPO are available here:

http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/expo-milano-2015/cap-events/index_en.htm
The Directorate-General Research and Innovation (DG RTD) also organises 10 different stakeholder events, including debates on obesity and diet improvement.

Further information on the events of DG RTD can be found here:

http://ec.europa.eu/research/conferences/2015/expo2015/index.cfm
The Directorate-General for Maritime Affairs and Fisheries (DG MARE) organized the closing event of the campaign “Farmed in the EU” about aquaculture on 22 May. The event was hosted by Commissioner Karmenu Vella. About 100 key stakeholders participated and discussed challenges of the sector to develop sustainably. In parallel, in close collaboration with the communication team of the Expo, a special week about sustainable seafood has been organized on social media, highlighting the key facts and EU policies concerning fisheries, as developed in the INSEPARABLE campaign.

All relevant details about DG MARE participation in the EXPO are available here:

http://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/mare/itemdetail.cfm?item_id=23442&newsletter=114
More information about the INSEPARABLE and “Farmed in the EU” campaigns: https://ec.europa.eu/fisheries/inseparable/
The Directorate-General for Health and Food Safety (DG SANTE) will organise on 15 October a conference dedicated to food waste prevention focussing in particular on the importance of inter-sector cooperation in the food supply chain.

Further information can be found here:

http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/health_food-safety/information_sources/events/20151015_safety_food_waste_en.htm.

[13] The Commission considers the diversity of European agriculture as one of its key strengths. In line with CAP's objectives, support is provided for actions towards viable food production, sustainable management of natural resources and climate action, and balanced territorial development. Such actions include those listed in the Resolution.

[14] Support to research on quality of coastal waters, land management and sustainable intensification represents a major investment undertaken under Societal Challenge 2 of Horizon 2020. The sustainable food security focus area call started in 2014-2015 and will be continued and strengthened in 2016-2017 with an increased focus on resource efficiency and resilience, especially in the Mediterranean area and with Africa and China. This focus area addresses all issues brought forward in the resolution in a comprehensive manner. Other calls such as "Water innovation: Boosting its value for Europe" and “Waste: A resource to recycle, reuse and recover raw materials” under Horizon 2020 Societal Challenge 5 (2014-2015) or "Rural renaissance" and "Blue growth" currently being elaborated for 2016-2017 will further address water, food and land management issues.

[17] The last reform of the CAP incorporates important measures to improve the environmental performance of the agricultural sector and face the climate change challenges. The Commission will continue evaluating CAP's tools to ensure their most effective use with a view to sustainability and other CAP's objectives.

[21] Concerning the encouragement of sustainable family farming, the Commission is seeking to ensure through the Action Agenda of the 3rd International Conference on Financing for Development, and in negotiations towards the Sustainable Development Goals that policies are implemented by all countries that take account of the needs and challenges facing small farmers, family farmers and especially women farmers, in particular with a view to raising incomes.

[22 + 23] The CAP reform offers a series of measures aim at improving farmers' bargaining power and the increase in the number of contractual relations so that farmers are less exposed to unfair trade practices (UTP). In addition, the Commission adopted a Communication "Tackling unfair trading practices in the business-to-business food supply chain
 on UTP in the food supply chain in July 2014. In parallel, the European Commission and stakeholders of the food supply chain have been discussing UTP in the High Level Forum for a Better Functioning Food Chain. The Commission Communication supports the voluntary Supply Chain Initiative developed by a number of stakeholder representatives of the High Level Forum and calls on the Initiative to reinforce its dispute mechanism and sanctioning systems and encourages farmers and meat processing industry to join the scheme. The Communication also asks Member States to establish effective enforcement frameworks for rules against UTP at national level. The Commission is currently assessing the progress made on the basis of the Communication. It will report on this assessment in the first half of 2016, and decide, at that stage, whether further action is required at EU level.

[29] The Commission has been working actively since 2012 with stakeholders
 and Member States
 to identify best possible actions to take at EU level to fight food waste without jeopardising either animal or human health and facilitate sharing of best practice.  Member States and stakeholders see a real added value in co-operating at EU level, for example: clarifying/lifting any barriers which prevent the use/re-use of food in the food/feed chain; building a common understanding of  what constitutes food waste at each stage in the food chain; promoting better understand and use of date labelling rules; work on EU guidelines to facilitate food donation; leveraging EU research and digital agenda
 to support social innovation in food waste prevention; exchange of good practices etc.

In its work on the Circular Economy, the Commission will consider every possible opportunity to prevent food waste and thereby strengthen resource efficiency in the agri-food sector. In doing so, we will build on and augment ongoing action in the Member States.

At their ministerial meeting in May 2015, the G20 Agricultural Ministers, resolved to develop an Action Plan on Food Security and Sustainable Food Systems, which will include specific measures for addressing food loss and waste such as the establishment of a technical platform for sharing information and experiences in measuring and reducing food loss and waste.

All actors gain in having a common understanding of what constitutes food waste at each level of the chain and having at their disposal effective tools to facilitate consistent and accurate measurement, to compare across the EU and make better use of good practices.

Through the EU-funded FP7 research project FUSIONS
 (Food Use for Social Innovation by Optimising Waste Prevention Strategies), the Commission is supporting development of tools to help actors measure consistently food waste, in each sector of the food chain, monitor and report progress made over time in reducing food waste in the EU.

In order to help mobilise transition to an effective circular economy, food waste reduction targets could help guide national efforts to reduce food waste.  In its reflection on the scope of the new approach to the Circular Economy, the Commission will further consider the possible role of food waste targets and the value of setting these at EU level.

[30] The definition of dietary guidelines as well as education, are matters of national competence. The Commission supports the Member States efforts to promote healthy diets and lifestyles.

The European Commission is monitoring actively social innovation initiatives to reduce food waste both through its active dialogue with stakeholders and the EU research project FUSIONS. Good practices in food waste prevention and reduction in Member States are shared and disseminated through the Commission's dedicated "food waste" website, which is subject to regular update
. The FUSIONS project has launched seven social innovation feasibility studies
 which will test and evaluate how social innovation can help to reduce food waste.  Findings from these studies will help inform and develop best practice in this area.

The Commission will consider carefully the views of the European Parliament and Member States with respect to the choice of themes for possible future European Years.  EXPO 2015 in Milan will also provide an opportunity to further promote the importance of strengthening food security and reducing food waste.

[31] Unsold and edible food should as a priority be utilised to feed people in need.  The Commission is working actively with Member States and stakeholders to remove hurdles – be they regulatory or operational – which might hinder the redistribution of safe, edible food.

The Commission is considering how it can best clarify, as and where necessary, the tax rules which apply to food donation as well as regulations in relation to food safety.  The Commission is exploring with Member States and stakeholders the possible development of EU guidelines to facilitate food donation.

[32] Under the framework of the Strategy on Nutrition, Overweight, and Obesity-related health issues
 and of the Health Programme
, the Commission supports Member State action to promote healthy lifestyles. This support takes place mainly through the High Level Group on Nutrition and Physical Activity
 and the EU platform for action on diet, physical activity and health
.

Pilot projects
 promoting healthy diets are among the initiatives that the Commission supports. For example the EU School Fruit and Vegetables Scheme
 and the School Milk Scheme
, supported by the Common Agricultural Policy, contribute to healthier eating habits among school children.

The Erasmus+ programme
 in the youth field (2014-2020) supports the development of non-formal and informal learning projects, including the development of projects on the topics of the healthy behaviour of young people.
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� � HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/food/safety/food_waste/eu_actions/stakeholders/index_en.htm" �http://ec.europa.eu/food/safety/food_waste/eu_actions/stakeholders/index_en.htm�


� � HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/food/safety/food_waste/eu_actions/member_states/index_en.htm" �http://ec.europa.eu/food/safety/food_waste/eu_actions/member_states/index_en.htm�


� Eg Public-Private partnerships on the Future Internet, Collective Awareness Platforms for sustainability and social innovation.


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.eu-fusions.org/" �http://www.eu-fusions.org/�


� � HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/food/safety/food_waste/good_practices/index_en.htm" �http://ec.europa.eu/food/safety/food_waste/good_practices/index_en.htm�


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.eu-fusions.org/index.php/social-innovations/fusions-feasibility-studies" �http://www.eu-fusions.org/index.php/social-innovations/fusions-feasibility-studies�


� � HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/health/archive/ph_determinants/life_style/nutrition/documents/nutrition_wp_en.pdf" �http://ec.europa.eu/health/archive/ph_determinants/life_style/nutrition/documents/nutrition_wp_en.pdf�


� � HYPERLINK "http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32014R0282&from=EN" �http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32014R0282&from=EN�


� � HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/health/nutrition_physical_activity/high_level_group/index_en.htm" �http://ec.europa.eu/health/nutrition_physical_activity/high_level_group/index_en.htm�


� � HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/health/nutrition_physical_activity/platform/index_en.htm" �http://ec.europa.eu/health/nutrition_physical_activity/platform/index_en.htm�


� � HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/health/nutrition_physical_activity/projects/ep_funded_projects_en.htm" �http://ec.europa.eu/health/nutrition_physical_activity/projects/ep_funded_projects_en.htm�


� � HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/sfs/index_en.htm" �http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/sfs/index_en.htm�


� � HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/milk/school-milk-scheme/index_en.htm" �http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/milk/school-milk-scheme/index_en.htm�


� � HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/programmes/erasmus-plus/index_en.htm" �http://ec.europa.eu/programmes/erasmus-plus/index_en.htm�
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