
Follow up to the European Parliament resolution on recent revelations on high-level corruption cases in FIFA, adopted by the Commission on 23 September 2015
1.
Political Groups which tabled the Resolution pursuant to Rule 128(5) and 123(4) of the European Parliament's Rules of procedure: EPP, S&D, ECR, ALDE, GUE/NGL, Greens/EFA, EFDD

2.
EP reference number: B8-0548/2015 / P8_TA-PROV(2015)0233

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 11 June 2015

4.
Subject: Recent revelations on high-level corruption cases in FIFA

5.
Background of the resolution:

This Resolution was adopted in response to the recent revelations and arrests relating to corruption within the world governing body for football, the Fédération Internationale de Football Association (FIFA).

6.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The Resolution addresses mainly sport organisations in general and FIFA in particular. It condemns the systemic corruption and calls on all parties (including the EU, paragraph 2) to cooperate fully with ongoing and future investigations into allegations of corrupt practices within FIFA. It furthermore calls on the EU, in paragraph 4, to closely monitor the follow-up investigations and enable the conditions for an unbiased external investigation.

In paragraph 23, the Resolution calls on the Commission and Member-States to prioritise work and actions on good governance. In paragraphs 24 and 25, it stresses the transnational dimension of corruption in sports and calls on the Commission, in coordination with the Member-States and in cooperation with Interpol, Europol and Eurojust, to take all appropriate measures, including effective enforcement, to tackle any indication of corruption by FIFA […] and to enhance European law enforcement cooperation through joint investigation teams and cooperation between prosecution authorities.

Paragraph 26 welcomes the Erasmus+ programme which supports transnational projects aiming, inter alia, at promoting and supporting good governance in sport and paragraph 28 welcomes the recent agreement on the 4th anti-money-laundering Directive, calling on the Commission to consistently monitor anti-money-laundering legislation to ensure that it is sufficient to fight against corruption in sport and ensure scrutiny of EU-registered sport governing bodies and their officials.

Finally, paragraph 29 notes that the fight against corruption must also be accompanied by clear commitments and measures on the part of […] the EU […] against other crimes affecting sport organisations, in particular match-fixing.

7.
Reply to these requests and outlook regarding the action that the Commission has taken or intends to take:

The Commission will duly consider any possible request from authorities to cooperate with ongoing and future investigations. (paragraphs 2, 4)

As regards good governance (paragraph 23), the Commission is indeed placing significant emphasis on this topic within the EU Work Plan for Sport 2014-2017. In particular, the Commission has already been working for some time with an Expert Group on Good Governance, bringing together experts from the Member States and from the sport movement. This Group has developed recommendations, looking at transparency and accountability in decision making, democratic structures and processes, inclusive representation and effective auditing. The expert Group is now working on ways to take these recommendations and principles forward. It is looking at how the rights to organise major sports events are awarded. The Expert Group on Good Governance will also work on promoting the implementation of the principles of good governance adopted in September 2013.

Corruption is one of the areas of particularly serious crime with a cross-border dimension mentioned in Article 83(3) TFEU. Whereas the Commission does not have competences to investigate or intervene in individual cases of corruption (paragraph 24), the Commission places high political priority on the fight against corruption. The Commission adopted a comprehensive ‘anti-corruption package’ in 2011 followed by the first EU Anti-Corruption Report in 2014, which monitors the situation with respect to fighting corruption across the 28 Member States. Although the fight against corruption lies primarily within the competence of individual Member States, the Commission supports Member States' efforts to fight corruption via cooperation in law enforcement, but also via preventive action given the cross-border nature of the phenomenon (paragraph 25).
As regards the cooperation with Eurojust and Europol and the cooperation between prosecution authorities (paragraph 24), the Commission welcomes the recent initiative (of June 2015) of Eurojust to draft recommendations on judicial cooperation in criminal matters in relation to major sports events. The Commission constantly encourages close cooperation between Europol and Eurojust, through regular exchange of information as well as through Joint Investigation Teams.

The Commission has actively contributed to tackle other crimes affecting sport organisations like match-fixing (paragraph 29). In particular, it participated in the drafting of the Convention of the Council of Europe on the manipulation of sport competitions and proposed to the Council to authorise it to sign the convention on behalf of the EU.  Furthermore, a dedicated Expert Group within the EU Work Plan for Sport 2014-2017 is working on exchanging best practices regarding the fight against match-fixing. Organised crime is one of the core priorities of the recently adopted European Agenda for Security. In the fight against organised crime, the Agenda aims to put in place effective measures to "follow the money", by reinforcing the powers of financial intelligence units to better track the financial dealings of organised crime networks and enhance the powers of competent national authorities to freeze and confiscate illicit assets.
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