Follow up to the European Parliament resolution on the review of the European Neighbourhood Policy, adopted by the Commission on 21 October 2015
1.
Rapporteur: Eduard KUKAN (EPP/SK)

2.
EP reference number: A8-0194/2015 / P8_TA-PROV(2015)0272

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 9 July 2015

4.
Subject: review of the European Neighbourhood Policy, reaction to JOIN(2015) 6 final

5.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Foreign Affairs (AFET)

6.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:

The resolution calls for the European Neighbourhood Policy (ENP) to be more strategic, focussed, flexible and coherent with the different challenges facing individual countries being matched with differentiated and better targeted EU support. The text calls for the appointment of special representatives for the East and the South. Support for democracy, the rule of law, good governance, state building, human rights and fundamental freedoms should be at the centre of the ENP. The EU and its Member States should offer incentives and know-how for undertaking and supporting democratic reform in accordance with the "more for more" principle. There should be a strong security component in the ENP, matched with appropriate policy tools. The EU must develop capacities to broaden its spectrum of crisis management tools, support its neighbours in building proper security structures and promote joint initiatives of its neighbours in the security field. Strong partnerships are needed with the EU neighbouring countries with the ENP being part of the EU's broader external policy, taking into account the "neighbours of the neighbours" who pursue their own influence over the EU neighbourhood. The resolution points to the limited resources the EU allocates to its cooperation with its partners, especially when compared to the levels of resources invested by third countries, and insists that the EU must match its ambitions of reinforced engagement in its neighbourhood with sufficient funding, namely through the upcoming 2017 review of its financing instruments.

7.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:

In the context of the review of the European Neighbourhood Policy (ENP), the Commission services and the European External Action Service have been actively seeking the views of EU institutions and bodies, Member States, parliaments, partner countries, civil society, social partners, business, academics and other interested parties.

Commissioner Hahn is pleased to have had the opportunity to debate this resolution with the European Parliament in the plenary part-session on 8 July where he thanked the Parliament for their thoughtful contribution.

The European Parliament's resolution will be duly taken into account by the Commission and the High Representative when detailing proposals for the future direction of the ENP in their Joint Communication to be adopted in the autumn.
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