
Follow up to the European Parliament resolution on the draft Council decision on the conclusion of the Protocol between the European Union and the Republic of Cape Verde setting out the fishing opportunities and the financial contribution provided for in the Fisheries Partnership Agreement between the European Union and the Republic of Cape Verde, adopted by the Commission on 9 December 2015
1. Rapporteur: Peter van DALEN (ECR/NL)

2. EP reference number: A8-0200/2015 / P8_TA(2015)0301

3. Date of adoption of the resolution: 9 September 2015

4. Subject: The Protocol implementing the Fisheries Partnership Agreement between the European Union and the Republic of Cape Verde

5. Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Fisheries (PECH)

6. Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The resolution welcomes the fact that this new Protocol between the EU and Cape Verde is adopted in accordance with the sustainability measures of the new common fisheries policy (CFP), and notes the commitment of both parties to respect all recommendations made by the International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT).

It calls on the Commission to provide to the Parliament the report of the annual Joint Committee meetings provided for in Article 9 of the Fisheries Partnership Agreement (paragraph 2) as well as a report on the implementation of the Protocol prior to its expiry in the last year of implementation of the Protocol (paragraph 3), and to keep the Parliament fully informed at all stages of the procedures related to the Protocol and its renewal (paragraph 5). It also calls on the Commission to report to the Parliament on the actions taken in the Joint Committee following the report of the science-based study to provide advice on the conservation of pelagic sharks associated to fishing activity under the Agreement, in order to have guarantees that this fishery is exploited in a sustainable and responsible way (paragraph 4). The resolution also calls on the Commission to evaluate whether the vessels operating under the provisions of the Protocol have complied with the relevant reporting requirements (paragraph 6). Finally it also asks the Commission to communicate annually with the Parliament on the additional international agreements of Cape Verde in order to monitor all fishing activities in the region (paragraph 7).

7. Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:
In relation to Parliament's request in paragraph 2, the Agreed Minutes of the annual Joint Committee meeting are already regularly forwarded to the Parliament immediately after the conclusions of these meetings, including the report on the implementation of the multiannual sectoral programme provided for under the Agreement.

As regards the Parliament's requests set out in paragraphs 3 and 5, prior to the opening of new negotiations to renew the Protocol on its future expiry, the Commission will undertake an external independent evaluation to this effect, and the report of this evaluation will also be provided to the Parliament.

Regarding the Parliament's request in paragraph 4, the shark study being undertaken by the EU in collaboration with Cape Verde will also be provided to the Parliament on its conclusion.

In relation to the Parliament's request set in paragraph 6, as is currently the case, in the course of the review undertaken in the context of the Joint Committee of the implementation of the Protocol, the Commission will evaluate whether EU vessels operating under the Protocol have been respecting all the provisions of the Agreement and Protocol.

Finally, as regards the Parliament's request regarding the transparency of international fishing agreements of Cape Verde (paragraph 7), the Commission will engage with Cape Verde through the annual Joint Committee. The reports of these Committee meetings will be provided to the Parliament.
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