Follow up to the European Parliament resolution on the draft Council decision on the conclusion of the Protocol setting out the fishing opportunities and financial contribution provided for in the Fisheries Partnership Agreement between the European Community and the Republic of Guinea Bissau, adopted by the Commission on 9 December 2015
1. Rapporteur: João FERREIRA (GUE/NGL/PT)

2. EP reference number: A8-0236/2015 / P8_TA(2015)0299

3. Date of adoption of the resolution: 9 September 2015

4. Subject: Conclusion of Protocol to EU-Guinea-Bissau Fisheries Partnership Agreement

5. Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Fisheries (PECH)

6. Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The Resolution recognises the importance of the fisheries partnership agreement for both Guinea-Bissau and the EU fleet. It refers to Guinea-Bissau's needs in terms of developing its fisheries sector and calls on the Commission to improve the implementation of the sectoral support component of the Agreement (paragraph 1). This should be done through increased transparency, accountability and stakeholder participation, by revising and increasing the support if necessary, by improving the take-up rate (paragraph 1) and by more effectively dovetailing sectoral support with development cooperation instruments, especially the European Development Fund (paragraph 5).

Although the resolution recognises that progress has been made in recent years, it considers that further efforts are needed to ensure that the Agreement promotes more genuinely sustainable development of Guinea-Bissau’s fisheries sector and of related industries and activities, in particular small scale fisheries (paragraph 2). Employment possibilities for local seamen on board EU vessels should be fully exploited (paragraph 3), and the Commission should endeavour to include in the multiannual sectoral programme objectives leading to the actual development of local fisheries (paragraph 10).

The resolution observes that illegal unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing is a long-standing problem, and considers that measures to prevent IUU fishing should be reinforced (paragraph 4), calling on the Commission to continue supporting the country's efforts to improve its fisheries control and surveillance system (paragraph 6). It also considers it desirable to improve the quantity and accuracy of data on all catches and the conservation status of fishery resources (paragraph 8), and calls on the Commission to follow closely developments in fishing activities in Bissau-Guinean waters, in particular in relation to any agreements concluded by Guinea-Bissau with other third countries (paragraph 7), as well as to ensure the proper functioning of the bodies supervising the implementation of the Agreement, notably the Joint Committee (paragraphs 8 and 11) and the Joint Scientific Committee (paragraph 8).

The resolution calls on the Commission to provide information to the Parliament on the implementation of the Agreement by sharing the minutes and conclusions of meetings and by enabling representatives of Parliament to attend Joint Committee meetings as observers (paragraph 9), by submitting a full report on implementation during the final year of application of the Protocol (paragraph 11) and by keeping Parliament immediately and fully informed at all stages of the procedure for its renewal (paragraph 12).

7. Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:

In relation to Parliament's request to improve the implementation of sectoral support under the Agreement (paragraphs 1, 5 and 10), the Commission notes that a realistic multi-annual sectoral support programme has been agreed with Guinea-Bissau that fits into its national strategy and is complementary with interventions funded from other sources. The Commission will monitor implementation closely and, if results are not achieved, has the possibility of reducing the EU’s financial contribution for sectoral support. The Commission will also continue to provide technical assistance through capacity building missions to improve the take-up rate, and will, more generally, ensure the proper functioning of the monitoring mechanisms provided for in the Agreement (paragraph 11).

As regards the Parliament's request to promote more genuinely the sustainable development of Guinea-Bissau’s fisheries sector and of related industries and activities (paragraph 2), a working group is being set up in the framework of the Agreement to identify obstacles to investment and to explore how best to encourage EU economic operators to invest in Guinea-Bissau's fisheries sector and to ensure that Guinea-Bissau can export its fisheries products to the EU. Sectoral support funding will be used to further improve sanitary conditions, to support capacity building and to promote artisanal fisheries (paragraph 10), and the Commission will monitor closely the respect by EU vessels of the obligation to embark Bissau-Guinean seamen (paragraph 3).

In relation to the Parliament's request to step up the fight against IUU fishing (paragraphs 4 and 6), sectoral support funding will be used to further reinforce Guinea-Bissau's fisheries monitoring, control and surveillance capacities notably through the purchase of patrol vessels, the training of inspectors and surveillance missions. The Commission is also assessing the possibility of supporting the fight against illegal fishing at regional level through the European Development Fund's regional programme for West-Africa.

The Parliament's request to improve data on catches and the conservation of fisheries resources (paragraphs 7 and 8) is being addressed by monitoring the fishing activities of the EU fleet and other foreign fleets in the waters under the jurisdiction of Guinea-Bissau, by intensifying bilateral scientific cooperation with Guinea-Bissau through regular meetings of the Joint Scientific Committee, and by reinforcing scientific cooperation at regional level. Sectoral support will be used to improve Guinea-Bissau's capacity to manage its fisheries resources, and the new Protocol also provides for the introduction of electronic catch reporting.

In relation to the Parliament's requests to be kept fully informed about the Agreement (paragraphs 9 and 12), the Agreed Minutes of the annual Joint Committee meetings are already regularly forwarded to the Parliament immediately after the meetings, including the report on the implementation of the multiannual sectoral programme. Moreover, prior to the opening of new negotiations to renew the Protocol, the Commission will undertake an external independent evaluation to this effect, and the report of this evaluation will also be provided to the Parliament. The Parliament is also notified, at the same time as the Council, of any planned negotiations, so that Members of the European Parliament can be present as observers in accordance with established practices.
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