
Follow up to the European Parliament resolution on the draft Council decision on the conclusion, on behalf of the European Union, of the Protocol Amending the Marrakesh Agreement Establishing the World Trade Organization, adopted by the Commission on 9 December 2015
1.
Rapporteur: Pablo ZALBA BIDEGAIN (EPP/ES)
2.
EP reference number: A8-0238/2015 / P8_TA-PROV(2015)0304
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 9 September 2015

4.
Subject: Ratification of the World Trade Organization`s Trade Facilitation Agreement

5.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on International Trade (INTA)

6.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:

The European Parliament welcomes the results of the Ninth WTO Ministerial Conference, re-affirms that the EU remains in favour of the full implementation of the Bali Package and acknowledges the benefits of the timely implementation of the Trade Facilitation Agreement. It fully supports the EU initiative to dedicate considerable amount of funds to helping developing countries, the main beneficiaries of the Agreement, implement their obligations. The Parliament called for close coordination of donors and the involvement of the private sector in this effort. It also emphasised that it considers the Agreement a powerful means to address border corruption.

The resolution calls on the Commission to support developing and least developed countries in the implementation of their commitments. It also underlines the importance of the role the private sector can play in putting the agreement in place and in this context calls on the Commission to encourage private sector involvement as well as to explore possibilities for partnerships for European industries.

7.
Reply to these requests and outlook regarding the action, that the Commission has taken, or intends to take:

The Commission welcomes the Parliament’s support for the World Trade Organization's Trade Facilitation Agreement.

Regarding support for developing and least developed countries in the implementation of their commitments, the Trade Facilitation Agreement includes innovative ideas on special and differential treatment. Notably, it provides that developing and more specifically least developed countries will need to acquire the capacity to implement before being requested to implement some of the obligations. In this context, the EU has been and will continue to be pro-active in providing technical assistance to countries that will need it in order to acquire the necessary capacity.

Trade is a priority area for the European Union's development policy. In December 2013, the European Union pledged to maintain at least its current level of support to trade facilitation over a five-year period; starting from the signature of the Trade Facilitation Agreement, namely €400 million over five years. This covers a third of developing countries’ estimated needs. This support is demand driven. Its disbursement will depend on the priorities of recipients. Within this amount, the European Union will contribute up to €30 million to a dedicated international trade facilitation facility for the most urgent actions for aligning legislation and procedures in developing countries to the new agreement.

Ensuring private sector participation in the implementation of the agreement will become crucial once the Trade Facilitation Agreement enters into force. European companies operating in developing and least developing countries can provide feedback on the efficiency of technical assistance projects. In addition, they may assist governments with know-how in areas that are perceived as bottlenecks in their business. The Commission will actively pursue partnerships with the private sector for the efficient implementation of the Trade Facilitation Agreement.
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