Follow up to the European Parliament resolution on the possible extension of geographical indication protection of the EU to non-agricultural products, adopted by the Commission on 15 December 2015
1.
Rapporteur: Virginie ROZIÈRE (S&D/FR)</Commission></RepeatBlock-By>
2.
EP reference number: A8-0259/2015 / P8_TA-PROV(2015)0331
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 6 October 2015

4. 
Subject: GI protection of the EU for non-agricultural products

5.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Legal Affairs (JURI)
6.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The resolution welcomes the Commission’s initiative of consulting stakeholders in order to determine whether EU Geographical Indication (GI) protection could be extended to cover non-agricultural products, as well as the outcome of the consultation which was concluded in October 2014 and clearly favours an EU system of protection based on GIs for non-agricultural products. It calls on the Commission to propose without delay a legislative proposal with the aim of establishing a single EU GI protection system for non-agricultural products, as well as further analyses, and ensuring that the effects of the new system on producers, their competitors, consumers and Member States are fully considered.

7.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:
The Commission welcomes the European Parliament's support to the Green Paper "Making the most out of Europe’s know-how: a possible extension of geographical indication protection of the European Union to non-agricultural products"
.

The Commission will take work forward on how to make the most of Europe’s traditional know-how and, in the light of its 2014 Green Paper
, follow up the public consultation on the protection of non-agricultural GIs, in the form of further analyses.
An EU-wide protection system could positively impact our bilateral negotiations with emerging and developing countries interested in securing better protection for their GI products in the EU.

At multilateral level, in the WTO, the EU’s negotiating efforts to improve the level of protection for GIs would also benefit from an extension of the protection to non-agricultural products.

A decision on whether and how to create a system of geographical indication protection for non-agricultural products at European Union level will be taken on the basis of all the evidence gathered and ensure that the effects of a possible new system on producers, their competitors, consumers and Member States are fully considered in all their dimensions.
---------------

� COM(2014) 469 final.


� As announced in its communication of 28 October 2015, "Upgrading the Single Market: more opportunities for people and businesses", COM(2015) 550 final.





2

