
Follow up to the European Parliament resolution on Learning EU at school, adopted by the Commission on 20 July 2016
1.
Rapporteur: Damian DRĂGHICI (S&D/RO)

2.
EP reference number: A8-0021/2016 / P8_TA-PROV(2016)0106

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 12 April 2016

4.
Subject: Learning EU at school

5.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Education and Culture (CULT)

6.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The resolution consists of three parts: the definition of the topic, the role of the Union and the role of the Member States.

Article 165 TFEU stipulates that the Union action shall include the development of a European dimension in education. The resolution focuses on one crucial aspect: learning EU at school.

The resolution suggests exploiting the existing possibilities offered by the EU programmes in the field of education and culture fully in order to promote language skills, active citizenship, cultural awareness and intercultural understanding. The key stakeholders should be made aware of and encouraged to use relevant funding opportunities afforded by these programmes. Platforms such as eTwinning and the School Education Gateway (SEG) should be used for the development and exchange of teaching materials and projects related to the EU and citizenship education.

The resolution underlines that national curricula are often fragmented, making it difficult for learners to build a comprehensive picture of the EU. Teacher training – initial and in-service training – needed to systematically prepare educators to teach about the EU and the values on which it is founded. Textbooks should guarantee a broader coverage of EU-related topics.

7.
Reply to these requests and outlook regarding the action that the Commission has taken, or intends to take:

The Commission supports the approach to the European dimension in education and broadly agrees to the requests made in the resolution. The Commission supports the ideas underlying the resolution through its policy tools and programmes. However, the Commission recalls that textbooks, curricula and teacher training are the exclusive responsibility of the competent regional and national authorities, which limits the leeway for Commission interventions.

Regarding support for history societies and centres for historical research (paragraph 13), the Commission refers to the opportunities offered by EU programmes, in particular Horizon 2020 and Erasmus+. The European Union’s research programmes have been supporting research activities on European history and its role in European Integration. The Horizon 2020 call for proposals "Understanding Europe – promoting the European public and cultural space" (Societal challenge 6, Work Programme 2016-17) includes a research topic on "Improving mutual understanding amongst Europeans by working through troubled pasts". It is expected to develop a deeper knowledge base on the significance of memory, interpretations and teaching periods of troubled pasts for historical narratives in contemporary Europe.

As for promoting an EU dimension in education and mobility of educational actors (paragraph 22), the Commission continues to work together with Member States through the Open Method of Coordination (OMC) under the Strategic Framework for Education and Training 2020 (ET 2020); and it supports the mobility of educational actors under Erasmus+ Key Action 1. Information to key stakeholders and citizens is actively disseminated via its platforms, especially the School Education Gateway (SEG).

Concerning a common framework and guidelines (paragraph 23), the Commission notes that possibilities are limited by the Treaty. However, the Commission will continue to promote mobility and the exchange of best practices.

As to the request for further research (paragraph 24), the Commission refers to a study in 2013 on Learning Europe at School. The Commission also refers to the opportunities offered by Erasmus+ which funds cooperation projects examining the effects of different approaches to intercultural relations. Moreover, the European Union’s research programmes have been supporting research activities on education and lifelong learning. The Horizon 2020 call for proposals "Understanding Europe – promoting the European public and cultural space" (Societal challenge 6, Work Programme 2016-17) includes a research topic on "Cultural literacy of young generations in Europe". It is expected to contribute to better understanding of how young generations make sense of Europe and its differing cultures.

Regarding networks for learning about the EU (paragraph 25), Erasmus+ can fund network projects in this field.

Concerning inclusion (paragraph 26), an ET 2020 Working Group on "Promoting citizenship and the common values of freedom, tolerance and non-discrimination through education" has started working earlier in 2016. In March 2016, the Commission has published an overview of education policy developments in Europe in the field. Also, within the context of OMC, the last meeting of national Directors General for Schools focused, among other things, on the follow-up to the Paris Declaration of 17 March 2015 on "Promoting citizenship and the common values of freedom, tolerance and non-discrimination through education", stressing the special duty for education to transmit the EU founding values to future generations. Erasmus+ and the Europe for Citizens programme offer financial possibilities in this regard. Finally, the Sirius network on the education of children and young people with a migrant background was funded by the previous Lifelong Learning Programme (2007-2013).

As far as awareness raising of lesser known strands of Erasmus+, such as the European voluntary Service (EVS), is concerned (paragraph 28), in 2016 the Commission is organising an information campaign on the EVS on the occasion of its 20th anniversary. Next year, in 2017, as part of the celebration of the 30th anniversary of Erasmus, the Commission will also highlight the lesser known parts of the programme under the title "What is the plus in Erasmus+?".

Concerning the Jean Monnet programme and schools (paragraph 30), the Commission clarifies that currently schools cannot apply directly, but only via university projects. Moreover, the current funding period of 12-24 months is laid down in the legal base. It is also important to note that the Jean Monnet programme remains open for teacher training institutions if they are recognized as higher education institutions and have signed the Erasmus+ Charter.

The aim of the Europe for Citizens programme (paragraph 32) is to contribute to citizens' understanding of the EU, its history and diversity, to foster European citizenship and to improve conditions for civic and democratic participation at EU level. One supported activity is European remembrance – the EU as a peace project. It supports initiatives reflecting on the causes of the totalitarian regimes that blighted Europe's modern history and to consider different historical perspectives.

The Commission confirms that it monitors the impact of all EU programmes on developing the participants' sense of citizenship and civic participation (paragraph 33).

The platforms eTwinning (teachers), EPALE (adult learners) and SEG (all education stakeholders) serve as fora for the respective target groups to exchange views and to develop joint projects in the field (paragraph 34). They are permanently up-dated and further developed in order to offer various on-line resources produced by teachers and other stakeholders. These platforms can also be used for Learning EU at school.

As to the request to facilitate a critical review of the material available on the Teachers' Corner platform (paragraph 35), the Commission will continue its close collaboration with teachers and academics specialised in EU studies. The Commission regularly invites educational experts from the Member States to advise on the teaching resources to be considered for the platform. The Commission remains committed to improving all citizens' publications and websites, including the Teachers' Corner, to make them as up-to-date and easy-to-use as possible.

With regard to the debate with cities as well as local and regional authorities (paragraph 37), the Commission confirms that it remains open for dialogue.

As for the call to always recommend learning EU at school to the enlargement countries (paragraph 38), this cannot be considered a formal obligation per se in the accession negotiations, given the Treaty provisions in the field of education. However, the Commission can support such measures through Erasmus+ in which many enlargement countries participate.
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