Follow up to the European Parliament resolution on the introduction of compatible systems for the registration of pet animals across Member States, adopted by the Commission on 27 April 2016
1.
Political Groups which tabled the resolution pursuant to Rule 123(2) and (4) of the European Parliament's Rules of procedure: EPP, S&D, ECR, ALDE, GUE/NGL, Greens/EFA
2.
EP reference number: B8-0251/2016 / P8_TA-PROV(2016)0065
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 25 February 2016
4.
Subject: Identification and registration of pet animals
5.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
This resolution contains a number of requests to the European Commission to adopt or consider adopting delegated acts in relation to the identification and registration of pet animals, and to publish the results of a study mandated by the Commission in relation to the welfare of dogs and cats involved in commercial practices.

The resolution follows up on the 2012 debate on the revision of the Regulation on the non-commercial movement of dogs and cats across Member States’ borders ("the Pet Regulation"
) where the European Parliament tabled an amendment for the introduction of a recital requesting the establishment of an EU-wide database for recording marked dogs and cats, and the 2015 debate on the Commission’s proposal for a Regulation on Animal Health ("Animal Health Law") where the European Parliament tabled an amendment requiring all Member States to set up a system for the identification and registration of all dogs.

The resolution also refers to the conclusions of a study mandated and only recently published by the Commission in response to its commitment in a formal statement
 annexed to the Pet Regulation.
The Commission overall welcomes the European Parliament resolution, which supports the improvement brought by the Pet Regulation and the Animal Health Law once adopted by the co-legislators. The requests for the Commission are coherent with the powers conferred on Commission to adopt delegated acts on rules regulating identification and registration of terrestrial animals.

Detailed replies to specific requests are below.
6.
Response to the requests and overview of actions taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:

The European Parliament, in the text of the adopted Resolution:

· "Calls on the Commission, upon the entry into force of the Regulation on Transmissible Animal Diseases (Animal Health Law), to adopt a delegated act forthwith, laying down rules pursuant to Articles 109 and 118 of the regulation concerning detailed, compatible systems for the means and methods of identification and registration of dogs and cats …"; (paragraph 8)
For the first time, the proposed Regulation on Transmissible Animal Diseases, formally adopted by the co-legislators early March 2016, obliges operators of establishments keeping animals to be registered with the competent authority, including those establishments keeping animals for which specific registration requirements do not exist at present, such as dogs and cats.

The proposed Regulation also establishes the legal basis for the adoption via delegated acts of rules for the identification and registration of animals of those species for which specific requirements do not exist at present, such as dogs and cats, as well as for the recording of certain information in databases where this appears to be necessary due to the significance of the specific risks posed by those animals.

The Commission would carry out a prior risk assessment and impact assessment of any possible new measures in order to verify whether those measures are proportionate to address the identified animal health risks and would bring EU added-value with regard to action by the Member States, and in particular to weigh the administrative burden on the part of Member States against the anticipated benefits of any envisaged measures.

· "Calls on the Commission, upon the entry into force of the Regulation on Transmissible Animal Diseases, to consider adopting delegated acts laying down rules pursuant to Articles 109 and 118 of the regulation concerning detailed, compatible systems for the means and methods of identification and registration of pet animals, as defined by Annex 1 of the same regulation"; (paragraph 9)
Articles 109 and 118 of the proposed Regulation are part of Title I of Part IV thereof which refers to "terrestrial animals" defined in that Regulation as birds, terrestrial mammals, bees and bumble bees while pet animals are defined in that Regulation as animals of the species listed in Annex I thereto kept for private non-commercial purposes.

The proposed Regulation provides in Part VI thereof for specific animal health requirements applicable to the cross-border movement of pet animals. That Part includes rules for the identification of dogs, cats and ferrets accompanying their owner across EU borders and provides for a legal basis to adopt rules concerning the identification of animals other than dogs, cats and ferrets whose species are listed in Annex I to the proposed Regulation.

Therefore, the aforementioned obligation for operators of establishments keeping animals to be registered with the competent authority does not apply to pet keepers which are excluded from the definition of operators in the proposed Regulation.

Furthermore, the aforementioned reference to the legal basis for the adoption via delegated acts of rules for the identification and registration of animals as well as for the recording of certain information in databases should only be considered for terrestrial animals kept by operators within the meaning of the proposed Regulation. 

· "Urges the Commission to publish without delay the conclusions of the study on the welfare of dogs and cats involved in commercial practices"; (paragraph 10)
The study carried out by the Commission on the welfare of dogs and cats involved in commercial practices was concluded in 2015.

The Commission has published it at:
http://ec.europa.eu/food/animals/welfare/index_en.htm.
-----------
�	Regulation (EU) No 576/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 12 June 2013 on the non-commercial movement of pet animals and repealing Regulation (EC) No 998/2003 (OJ L 178, 28.6.2013, p. 1).


�	"Within the framework of the European Union Strategy for the Protection and Welfare of Animals�, the Commission will study the welfare of dogs and cats involved in commercial practices.


	If the outcome of that study indicates health risks arising from those commercial practices, the Commission will consider appropriate options for the protection of human and animal health, including proposing to the European Parliament and to the Council appropriate adaptations to current Union legislation on trade in dogs and cats, including the introduction of compatible systems for their registration accessible across Member States.


	In light of the above, the Commission will assess the feasibility and appropriateness of an extension of such registration systems to dogs and cats marked and identified in accordance with Union legislation on non-commercial movements of pet animals."
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