Follow up to the European Parliament resolution on the 2015 Report on Albania, adopted by the Commission on 20 July 2016
1.
Resolution tabled pursuant to Rule 123(2) of the European Parliament's Rules of procedure by the Committee on Foreign Affairs (AFET)
2.

EP reference number: B8-0440/2016 / P8_TA-PROV(2016)0134

3.

Date of adoption of the resolution: 14 April 2016

4.

Subject: 2015 Report on Albania
5.

Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The resolution on the 2015 Report on Albania is for the most part in line with the main Commission findings. Reflecting the overall assessment on progress made by the Commission, the document reflects well also all the key policy messages that were channelled to Albania in the Enlargement package. The resolution maintains indeed a strong encouragement for the authorities of Albania to pursue the comprehensive reform of the justice system as a crucial step to move the country forward on the EU accession pipeline. Moreover, the text includes a clear review of the progress in the fight against organized crime and corruption, as well as on the challenges still lying ahead to consolidate the track record of investigations, indictments and convictions in these areas, at all levels. Once more in line with the stance of the Commission, the resolution also makes reference to electoral reform and the so called "decriminalization process" as two important steps that will help building the trust of citizens in the political establishment and public institutions.

The resolution welcomes Albania's steady progress on the five Key Priorities (5KPs) for opening accession negotiations, and encourages domestic actors to keep momentum for their adoption and implementation, with specific regard to judicial reform. It urges political parties to engage in constructive dialogue and compromise, as done for the legislation on decriminalization.

On KP1 (Public Administration Reform) the resolution welcomes the adoption of the Public Administration Reform, Public Financial Management Reform and Decentralization strategies, and urges the government to pursue the depoliticization of the civil service.

On KP2 (justice system reform) the resolution welcomes commitment to a comprehensive and thorough justice system reform, based on the principles of independence, accountability, professionalism and transparency, to improve the citizens' trust in the system, and recommends the Commission to closely monitor the progress.

On KP3 and KP4 (Fight against corruption and organised crime) the resolution remains concerned about widespread corruption, to be tackled via the 2015-2020 national anti-corruption strategy and the 2015-2017 action plan; commends Albania on large-scale law-enforcement operations against organized crime and drug trafficking, stressing the need to step up judicial follow-up to arrive at final convictions.

On KP5 (Fundamental rights), the resolution welcomes parliamentary debates on electoral reform, and urges the de-politicization of the electoral process. It recalls the need to work further on youth and education, on child protection and juvenile justice, on anti-discrimination and minority rights, on gender equality and on property rights enforcement. The resolution also welcomes the steps towards institutionalization of cooperation with civil society, commends the climate of religious tolerance, and emphasizes the importance of media pluralism, including the autonomy of the public service broadcaster.

On other issues, the resolution notes that Albania is moderately prepared in terms of developing a functioning market economy, and calls on the government to improve environmental protection and adopt a national energy strategy. It commends Albania for a positive role in regional cooperation and encourages a further improvement of its relations with Serbia. Finally, it welcomes Albania's commitment to the fight against radicalisation and terrorism.

6.
Reply to these requests and outlook regarding the action, that the Commission has taken, or intends to take:

The Commission shares the European Parliament's assessment of the situation in Albania and the need to continue delivering results on the key priorities and other sector areas to move forward on the EU path. It is essential to consolidate deliverables, notably in the field of rule of law. The Commission will continue to extensively support Albania in delivering on the necessary reforms in the framework of the High Level Dialogue on the key priorities.

As regards the specific request in the resolution (paragraph 31) for the Commission to "include detailed information about IPA support for Albania and the implementation of measures in its future reports, in particular the IPA support allocated to the implementation of the key priorities and relevant projects, bearing in mind the Commission’s declaration on the Strategic Dialogue with the European Parliament", the Commission maintains that a detailed overview of IPA assistance, including actions supporting the Key Priorities framework, will continue to be provided through the annual IPA report. Reference to the volume and sector allocation of IPA funds will also continue to be made in the annual Albania report issued by the Commission in the framework of the Enlargement Package.
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