Follow up to the European Parliament resolution on delivering a new deal for energy consumers, adopted by the Commission on 7 September 2016
1.
Rapporteur: Theresa GRIFFIN (S&D/UK)

2.
EP reference number: A8-0161/2016 / P8_TA-PROV(2016)0234

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 26 May 2016
4.
Subject: Delivering a new deal for energy consumers
5.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Industry, Research and Energy (ITRE)
6.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The resolution fully endorses the Commission's objective to place consumers at the centre of the Energy Union. The resolution calls for EU action to empower energy consumers by facilitating access to key market information and delivering tools for action, including for demand-response, self-production and consumption of electricity. It also recommends that the EU should contribute to eradicating energy poverty, protect consumers from unfair commercial practices and create favourable conditions for a competitive internal energy market.

The resolution requests the Commission to take action to:

· ensure full implementation of the Third Energy Package;
· ensure that the forthcoming winter energy package addresses the need for a behavioural change among energy consumers by setting the right incentives and facilitating access to information;
· step up support for the Covenant of Mayors, Smart Cities, Smart Communities and the 100% RES Communities.
7.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:
In relation to request for the Commission to ensure full implementation of the Third Energy Package (paragraph 14), the Commission undertakes systematic checks to ensure full and correct transposition of the Package. In 2011 the Commission opened 38 infringement proceedings against 19 Member States which failed to transpose the Electricity and Gas Directives. As the two Directives have now been transposed by all Member States, the Commission has closed all non-transposition cases. Current ongoing non-conformity checks aiming at addressing incorrect transposition of the Third Energy Package, which identified, inter alia, violations of consumer provisions, have resulted in infringement cases against eight Member States. Regarding the request to step up support for the Covenant of Mayors, Smart Cities and Smart Communities (paragraph 27), the Commission intends to continue its strong support for these initiatives and exploit any synergies between them. With respect to setting incentives for consumers and facilitating access to information (paragraph 22), the Commission is working – as part of the new market design – on proposals to improve the functioning of the retail energy markets, also in this regard. The Commission is envisaging actions to make comparisons of energy offers more reliable and access to smart meters and dynamic price contracts easier. The objective is to allow consumers engage actively, and against a fair reward, with the energy market, be it by modulating their energy consumption, producing and consuming their own energy individually or collectively.
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