
Follow up to the European Parliament resolution on the follow up to and review of the 2030 Agenda, adopted by the Commission on 20 July 2016
1.
Political Groups which tabled the resolution pursuant to Rule 123(2) of the European Parliament’s Rules of Procedure: EPP, S&D, ECR, ALDE, GUE/NGL, EFDD
2.
EP reference number: B8-0583/2016 / P8_TA-PROV(2016)0224
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 12 May 2016

4.
Subject: Agenda 2030 and Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) follow-up

5.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The resolution stresses the importance of an appropriate follow-up to the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). In particular, the resolution presents the Parliament's position on the EU response to the SDGs. It calls on the Commission to come forward with a proposal for an overarching Sustainable Development Strategy, and calls for a Commission Communication on the follow-up to and review of the 2030 Agenda, for the reflection of the 2030 Agenda in the review of the European Consensus on Development, for the full engagement of all Commission Services and the EEAS in the next steps to ensure strong policy coherence for sustainable development, and for developing effective monitoring, accountability and review mechanisms for the implementation of the 2030 Agenda.

6.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:
The Commission welcomes the adoption of a resolution detailing the European Parliament's position on the follow up of the Agenda 2030 and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

The Commission shares the Parliament's assessment of the importance of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. The Commission has played an active role in shaping the 2030 Agenda and wants to make it a success. The Commission agrees that a key challenge is now to implement, finance and monitor progress.

The Commission shares the Parliament's belief that it is crucial to the EU’s credibility and leadership position to present common EU positions on 2030 Agenda in the global processes and events. The Commission is working with the EU Member States in this vein, taking into account the Parliament's position.

The Commission concurs with the Parliament on the principles of the 2030 Agenda – its universality, the interlinked nature of the SDGs and their targets, the need for coherence between different policy areas and the importance of mainstreaming to overcome "silos".

The Commission has included the follow-up to the SDGs in its Work Programme for 2016. Before the end of 2016, the Commission will present an initiative concerning the next steps for a sustainable European future. As part of this initiative the Commission services will produce a "mapping" with a more detailed assessment of the EU's current progress towards the SDGs. This mapping will help to identify where the added value of EU action lies and how the EU's policies can contribute to achieving the goals and targets set out in the 2030 Agenda. The Commission will present the results of this mapping exercise in a Communication in the second semester of 2016. The Communication will present next steps, also taking into account the Parliament's resolution.

The Sustainable Development Goals require continuous monitoring. The EU has a range of policies and legislation in place that contribute to their implementation and which the Commission is actively promoting, such as the Europe 2020 strategy, activities under the 7th Environment Action Programme or the Circular Economy package and its Action Plan.

Furthermore, Eurostat plans to produce a first publication on the Sustainable Development Goals for the EU based on existing indicators also in the second semester of 2016. Eurostat plans to carry out regular monitoring activities of the Sustainable Development Goals in the future. The exact timing will be determined at a later stage.

On the external side, the Commission will present a proposal to update the European Consensus on Development. The Commission shares the view that this update should ensure that the new Consensus fully reflects the 2030 Agenda and the EU's existing development financing commitments, including on ODA and policy coherence for development. The implementation of the 2030 Agenda provides an opportunity for enhancing consistency between development cooperation policy and other areas of the EU’s action. A roadmap for this initiative was published on 23 May and a public consultation was launched on 30 May. The Commission invites all stakeholders to participate in this consultation. Also on the external side, the EU global strategy on Foreign and Security policy will provide another opportunity to incorporate the UN 2030 Agenda.
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