Follow up to the European Parliament resolution on Japan's decision to resume whaling in the 2015-2016 season, adopted by the Commission on 16 November 2016
1.
Political Groups which tabled the resolution pursuant to Rules 128(5) and 123(4) of the European Parliament's Rules of procedure: EPP, S&D, ECR, ALDE, GUE/NGL, Greens/EFA, EFDD
2.
EP reference number: B8-0853/2016 / P8_TA-PROV(2016)0313

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 6 July 2016

4.
Subject: Japan's decision to resume whaling in the 2015-2016 season

5.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The European Parliament resolution on Japan's decision to resume whaling in the 2015-2016 season follows an oral question to the Commission and the Council that was discussed in the Plenary on 8 June 2016. It was adopted at a moment when the EU was preparing its participation in the 66th meeting of the International Whaling Commission (IWC) in Portoroz (Slovenia) from 20 to 28 October 2016.
The resolution refers to the judgement of the International Court of Justice dated March 2014, which ordered the end of Japan's annual hunt of whales in the Southern Ocean under the JARPA II hunting programme because it contravened the International Convention on the Regulation of Whaling (ICRW) of which Japan is a contracting Party. The Court deemed that the JARPA II programme did not fulfil the appropriate criteria to be accepted as serious scientific research and therefore was not in line with the Special Permits provisions of the ICRW. The European Parliament resolution deplores the Japanese decision to resume whaling under a new scientific programme, without prior international review in the context of the International Whaling Commission, and calls on Japan to stop its whaling activities.

For years Japan has been conducting so-called scientific whaling under special permits granted by Japan according to the provisions of the International Convention on the Regulation of Whaling. The EU welcomed the 2014 judgement delivered by the International Court of Justice ordering the interruption of the Japanese research programme, in the light of its scale, methods and limited scientific output.

In December 2015, the EU and its Member States joined a diplomatic demarche by New Zealand towards the Japanese authorities against the decision to issue special permits under its new scientific programme for the hunting season 2015-2016 and without fully responding to the concerns expressed by the IWC Scientific Committee in line with the clear criteria identified by the ICJ for defining whether whaling qualified as being for the purpose of scientific research. In point 5 of its resolution, the European Parliament welcomes the EU's participation to this diplomatic demarche but regrets that Japan has not reconsidered its decision in consequence.

In points 5, 6 and 7 of its resolution, the European Parliament also invites the EU and its Member States to urge Japan to commit to its international obligations regarding the protection of marine mammals and to abolish the practice of alleged scientific whaling, through political dialogue and through the International Whaling Commission, which is indeed the most appropriate framework for addressing whaling issues.

Finally, in point 9 of its resolution, the European Parliament refers to the future EU common position on whaling to be proposed by the Commission, which it wants at least as precautionary as the present common position established in 2011 for three meetings of the International Whaling Commission, including the one in Portoroz in October 2016.

6.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:
The Commission takes note of the European Parliament's resolution. The EU is fully committed to the conservation of all cetaceans and is equipped with environmental legislation to pursue this objective. The EU has also clearly positioned itself against commercial whaling at the International Whaling Commission (IWC), and strongly supports the global moratorium on commercial whaling to which the European Parliament refers in point 2 of its resolution.
In reference to point 5 of the European Parliament's resolution, the Commission also regrets that the EU participation in the demarche with a view to convey to Japan its concerns about the new Japanese "scientific" whaling programme did not result in reconsideration of the decision by the government of Japan.

Nevertheless, the Commission will ensure that the EU will continue to take an active position on this subject and to work with its international partners to press for decisions within the IWC that lead to better conservation of whales worldwide. By doing so, it will follow-up calls expressed by the European Parliament in points 5, 6 and 7 of its resolution.

As regards the EU common position on whaling, the Commission recalls that the present EU common position, to which the European Parliament refers in point 9 of its resolution, is still fully appropriate for the Member States to act jointly in the interest of the Union in the context of the International Whaling Commission until beyond its IWC66 meeting in Portoroz from 20 to 28 October 2016. Moreover, it is the intention of the Commission to present in due time, after the October International Whaling Commission meeting, its proposal for establishing the future position to be adopted on behalf of the European Union, taking account of the European Union's overarching objective to the International Whaling Commission to ensure an effective regulatory framework for the conservation and management of whales that continues to guarantee the significant improvement in the conservation status of whales in the long term.
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