ORDINARY LEGISLATIVE PROCEDURE - First reading
European Parliament legislative resolution of 14 December 2016 on 
the proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council 
amending Regulation (EC) No 539/2001 listing the third countries 
whose nationals must be in possession of visas when crossing the external borders 
and those whose nationals are exempt from that requirement
(revision of the suspension mechanism)
2016/0142 (COD)
1.	Rapporteur: Agustín DÍAZ DE MERA GARCÍA CONSUEGRA (EPP/ES)
2.	EP reference number: A8-0235/2016 / P8_TA-PROV(2016)0508
3.	Date of adoption of the resolution: 15 December 2016
4.	Subject: This proposal aims to revise the suspension mechanism of Council Regulation (EC) No 539/2001 listing the third countries whose nationals must be in possession of visas when crossing the external borders and those whose nationals are exempt from that requirement. The new suspension mechanism aims to protect EU Member States by making it easier for them to flag irregularities that justify a break with the visa agreement and a reintroduction of visa conditions.
5.	Interinstitutional reference number: 2016/0142 (COD)
6.	Legal basis: Article 294(2) and Article 77(2)(a) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union
7.	Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home affairs (LIBE)
8.	Commission's position: The Commission can accept all the amendments, for the sake of an overall agreement, for example by accepting some elements of automaticity introduced by the Council. The Commission also committed to take into consideration the categories proposed by the Member States and to ensure that these categories are sufficiently large to address the circumstances at stake. The Commission has made declarations in that respect to Coreper.
9.	Outlook for amendment of the proposal: There is no need for a formal modified proposal, as there is already agreement between the European Parliament and Council, endorsed by the Commission.
10.	Outlook for the adoption of Council's position: The plenary vote on the political compromise by the co-legislators on 15 December 2016 was followed by the approval of the final text resulting from a legal-linguistic revision by the European Parliament on 15 February 2017. The Regulation was endorsed as an "I" item for Coreper on 22 February 2017 and its adoption is foreseen as an "A" item for the Council on 27 February 2017.
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