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Commission communication on the action taken on opinions and resolutions adopted by Parliament at the September 2016 part‑session
THE FIRST PART OF THIS COMMUNICATION INFORMS PARLIAMENT OF THE ACTION TAKEN BY THE COMMISSION ON AMENDMENTS ADOPTED BY PARLIAMENT RELATING TO PROPOSED LEGISLATION DURING THE SEPTEMBER 2016 PART-SESSION.
IN THE SECOND PART, THE COMMISSION LISTS A NUMBER OF NON-LEGISLATIVE RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED BY PARLIAMENT DURING THE SAME PART-SESSION, WITH EXPLANATIONS AS TO WHY IT WILL NOT BE RESPONDING FORMALLY.
CONTENTS
	PART ONE – Legislative opinions

	p. 4

	Ordinary legislative procedure - First reading

	

	Statistics relating to external trade with non-member countries (delegated and implementing powers)
Barbara KAPPEL – A8-0184/2016

	p. 5

	Travel document for the return of illegally staying third-country nationals
Jussi HALLA-AHO – A8-0201/2016

	p. 6

	Non-legislative procedure (consultation)

	

	Asylum: provisional measures in favour of Italy and Greece
Franziska KELLER – A8-0236/2016

	p. 7

	Guidelines for the employment policies of the Member States
Laura AGEA – A8-0247/2016

	p. 9

	PART TWO – Non-legislative resolutions

	p. 11


Part One
Legislative opinions
ORDINARY LEGISLATIVE procedure - First reading
European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on European statistics on natural gas and electricity prices and repealing Directive 2008/92/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council concerning a Community procedure to improve the transparency of gas and electricity prices charged to industrial end-users
1.
Rapporteur: Barbara KAPPEL (ENF/AT)
2.
EP reference number: A8-0184/2016 / P8_TA-PROV(2016)0332
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 13 September 2016
4.
Subject: European statistics on natural gas and electricity prices
5.
Interinstitutional reference number: 2015/0239(COD)
6.
Legal basis: Article 338(1) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union
7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Industry, Research and Energy (ITRE)
8.
Commission's position: The Commission can accept the amendments adopted by the European Parliament.
9.
Outlook for amendment of the proposal: There is no need for a formal modified proposal, as there is already agreement between the European Parliament and Council, endorsed by the Commission.
10.
Outlook for the adoption of Council's position: On 22 June 2016, the Coreper endorsed the draft compromise. Therefore, after the positive vote of the European Parliament, the Council adopted the proposal in first reading on 13 October 2016.
ORDINARY LEGISLATIVE procedure - First reading
European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on a European travel document for the return of illegally staying third-country nationals
1.
Rapporteur: Jussi HALLA-AHO (ECR/FI)
2.
EP reference number: A8-0201/2016 / P8_TA-PROV(2016)0201
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 15 September 2016
4.
Subject: The regulation establishes a European travel document for the return of illegally staying third-country nationals. It lays down a common format in order to improve its recognition by destination states.
5.
Interinstitutional reference number: 2015/0306(COD)
6.
Legal basis: Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union, and in particular Article 79(2)(c) thereof
7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs (LIBE)
8.
Commission's position: The Commission can accept all amendments adopted by the European Parliament.
9.
Outlook for amendment of the proposal: There is no need for a formal modified proposal, as there is already agreement between the European Parliament and Council, endorsed by the Commission. 
10.
Outlook for the adoption of Council's position: The Council adopted the final text of the proposal in its meeting on 13 October 2016.
 NON LEGISLATIVE PROCEDURE (CONSULTATION)
European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a Council Decision amending Council Decision (EU) 2015/1601 of 22 September 2015 establishing provisional measures in the area of international protection for the benefit of Italy and Greece
1.
Rapporteur: Ska KELLER (Greens/EFA/DE)
2.
EP reference number: A8-0236/2016 / P8_TA-PROV(2016)0354
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 15 September 2016
4.
Subject: The purpose of this proposed amendment to Council Decision (EU) 2015/1601 was to provide the possibility for Member States to use the 54,000 unallocated relocation places for resettlement and other forms of legal admission of Syrians from Turkey to the EU, and not to modify the actual substance of the existing relocation procedure from Greece and Italy.
5.
Interinstitutional reference number: 2016/0089(NLE)
6.
Legal basis: Article 78(3) TFEU
7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs (LIBE)
8.
Commission's position: The amendments of the Parliament's resolution go beyond the scope of the Commission proposal and therefore are not acceptable for the Commission, as they undermine the purpose of the proposal.
The Commission does not support the deletion of the new Article 4(3)(a), which allows Member States to meet their obligations under Council Decision 2015/1601 for the unallocated 54,000 relocation places by legally admitting Syrians present in Turkey; foresees that the Member State using this option will benefit from the financial allocation of Article 10 of Council Decision 2015/1601; and requires Member States to report on a monthly basis (Amendment 20 and amendments 9, 10, 11, 12, 13), as it would void the proposal of its main purpose.
The Commission also does not support the amendments which modify in substance the main elements of the relocation procedure as provided in Council Decision 2015/1601 on:
· Nationalities eligible for relocation (Article 3(2) of the Council Decision): whereas the Council Decision establishes the 75 % EU average recognition rate rule to define the nationalities eligible for relocation, the Parliament's amendment replaces this rule with specific nationalities eligible for relocation, namely Afghans, Iraqis, Syrians and Eritreans, regardless of the EU-wide average recognition rate (Amendment 19 and amendments 13, 15, 17);
· Formal pledges by Member States (Article 5(2) of the Council Decision): the Parliament's amendment adds an obligation on Member States to make available at least one third of their relocation places by 31 December 2016 (Amendment 21 and amendments 14, 15);
· Timeframe to respond to a relocation request and effect of failure to respond (Article 5(4) of the Council Decision): the Parliament's amendment adds an obligation for the Member State of relocation to approve a relocation request sent by Italy or Greece within 2 weeks. If no reply is given within that time frame, it shall be considered that the Member State gave its approval (tacit approval); as a consequence, the Parliament also amends Article 5(10) by deleting the part of the provision that allows to extend the timeframe to complete the relocation procedure for further 2 weeks when the Member State sends the reply to a relocation request two weeks before the expiry of the two‑month period (which is the timeframe foreseen in Article 5(10) for the completion of the relocation procedure). (Amendments 22 and 23 and amendments 15, 16); 
Amendments 1-8 and 25 (referring to recitals 2 until 6 included); and amendment 18 (date of entry into force): are also not acceptable to the Commission.
9.
Outlook for amendment of the proposal: Not relevant, as the Council did not accept any of the Parliament's amendments.
10.
Outlook for the adoption of the proposal: The Council adopted the decision shortly after the Parliament's plenary vote on 29 September 2016.
NON LEGISLATIVE PROCEDURE (CONSULTATION)
European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a Council Decision on guidelines for the employment policies of the Member States
1.
Rapporteur: Laura AGEA (EFDD/IT)
2.
EP reference number: A8-0247/2016 / P8_TA-PROV(2016)0355
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 15 September 2016
4.
Subject: Guidelines for the employment policies of the Member States
5.
Interinstitutional reference number: 2016/0043(NLE)
6.
Legal basis: Article 148(2) TFEU
7.
Competent parliamentary Committee: Committee on Employment and Social Affairs (EMPL)
8.
Commission's position on the amendments: The Commission considers the employment guidelines adopted in 2015 to be appropriate and applicable in 2016. Therefore the Commission's proposal is to maintain, for 2016, the guidelines adopted in 2015. This is justified by the medium-term relevance of the guidelines and the need to ensure a stable policy framework. Maintaining the stability of the guidelines over several years was customary in previous years with the exception of 2015. The Commission takes good note that the Parliament's resolution emphasises the importance of employment and social considerations in the European Semester and supports the Commission's proposal in many of the policy areas covered by the guidelines.
The Commission thus rejects the amendments that are not supportive of the principle of reconfirming the guidelines and, in principle, accepts the other amendments by the European Parliament, if partially or subject to redrafting where these pose risks to the operationalization of the guidelines and/or where they go beyond EU institutional or coordinating competence.
The Commission accepts amendments 1 to 3 (recitals).
The Commission accepts amendments 4 to 6 (recitals) subject to redrafting:
Amendment 4: The Commission accepts the amendment subject to redrafting of:
· the call for Country-specific Recommendations to take account not only of economic indicators but also, where appropriate, of employment and social ones, assessing ex‑ante the reforms to be implemented and their impact on citizens, where the Commission highlights the already deep coverage of employment and social trends in the European Semester and the use of a wide variety of employment and social indicators when drafting Country-specific Recommendations.
· the call for the employment guidelines to be established in close cooperation with the European Parliament, where the Commission refers to the TFEU, Articles 121 and 148 which frame the role of the European Parliament.
· the call for the three employment indicators recently included in the macroeconomic imbalance procedure to trigger an in-depth analysis in the relevant Member States, where the Commission refers to the Alert Mechanism Report 2016 COM(2015) 691 final.
Amendment 5: The Commission accepts the amendment subject to redrafting of the call for Member States to take into account the recommendations of the European Parliament on the Annual Growth Survey, the country-specific recommendations and the employment guidelines where the Commission refers to the TFEU, Articles 121 and 148 which frame the role of the European Parliament.
Amendment 6: The Commission accepts the amendment subject to redrafting of the call for the Commission to adopt measures to encourage Member States to develop national minimum basic income schemes, where the Commission refers to the 2008 Recommendation on Active Inclusion and the Country-specific Recommendations addressed to several Member States on this subject within the European Semester.
The Commission rejects amendments 7 and 8:
Amendment 7: As it refers to their alternative proposal set out in amendment 8.
Amendment 8: Proposing, in line with the European Parliament resolution on the 2015 guidelines, an alternative set of employment guidelines for 2016 as the Commission believes that the 2015 guidelines are still valid and should be reconfirmed for 2016.
9.
Outlook for amendment of the proposal: COREPER I examined and endorsed the Commission proposal on 26 February 2016. The 7 March 2016 EPSCO endorsed the proposal ahead of the CSR adoption in May. Initially the Dutch Presidency envisaged that the June 2016 EPSCO would formally adopt the reconfirmed Guidelines. Because of the change in the Parliament's approach, the EPSCO Council only adopted the Employment Guidelines on 13 October. They are identical with those adopted by the Council in October 2015.
10.
Outlook for the adoption of the proposal: The Guidelines for the Employment policies of the Member States for 2016 have been adopted as an "A" point by the Council on 13 October 2016.
Part Two
Non-legislative resolutions
THE COMMISSION DOES NOT INTEND TO RESPOND FORMALLY TO THE FOLLOWING NON-LEGISLATIVE RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED BY THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT DURING THE SEPTEMBER 2016 PART-SESSION
-
European Parliament resolution of 13 September 2016 on the inquiry into emission measurements in the automotive sector (2016/2090(INI))
Report by Pablo ZALBA BIDEGAIN, Gerben-Jan GERBRANDY (EP: A8-0246/16)
Minutes, Part 2, 13 September 2016
Commissioners responsible:
Elżbieta BIEŃKOWSKA, Jyrki KATAINEN
Directorate-General for Internal Market, Industry, Entrepreneurship and SMEs
Reason: The Commission will not be responding formally to the requests addressed in the resolution (full commitment of the Commission to collaborate with EMIS in investigating the scandal, amongst others) as they were addressed in plenary by Commissioner Bieńkowska on 13 September 2016.
-
European Parliament resolution of 14 September 2016 on the EU relations with Tunisia in the current regional context (2015/2273(INI))
Report by Fabio Massimo CASTALDO (EP: A8-0249/16)
Minutes, Part 2, 14 September 2016
Commissioner responsible:
Federica MOGHERINI
European External Action Service
Reason: The Commission will not be responding formally to the requests addressed in the resolution as they were comprehensively addressed in plenary by Vice-President/High Representative Mogherini.
-
European Parliament resolution of 15 September 2016 on Somalia (2016/2881(RSP))
(EP: B8-0989/16)
Minutes, Part 2, 15 September 2016
Commissioner responsible:
Federica MOGHERINI
European External Action Service
Reason: The Commission will not be responding formally given that the Commissioner, Mr Stylianides, on behalf of the Vice-President/High Representative, Ms Mogherini, has already replied in plenary to the requests contained in the resolution.
-
European Parliament resolution of 15 September 2016 on the Philippines (2016/2880(RSP))
(EP: B8-0990/16)
Minutes, Part 2, 15 September 2016
Commissioner responsible:
Federica MOGHERINI
European External Action Service
Reason: The Commission will not be responding formally given that the Commissioner, Mr Stylianides, on behalf of the Vice-President/High Representative, Ms Mogherini, has already replied in plenary to the requests contained in the resolution.
-
European Parliament resolution of 15 September 2016 on Zimbabwe (2016/2882(RSP))
(EP: B8-0995/16)
Minutes, Part 2, 15 September 2016
Commissioner responsible:
Federica MOGHERINI
European External Action Service
Reason: The Commission will not be responding formally given that the Commissioner, Mr Stylianides, on behalf of the Vice-President/High Representative, Ms Mogherini, has already replied in plenary to the requests contained in the resolution.
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