Follow up to the European Parliament resolution of 4 October 2016 on 
the future of ACP-EU relations beyond 2020
2016/2053 (INI)

1.
Rapporteur: Norbert NEUSER (S&D/DE)
2.
EP reference number: A8-0263/2016 / P8_TA-PROV(2016)0371
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 4 October 2016
4.
Subject: Resolution on the future of ACP-EU relations beyond 2020

5.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Development (DEVE)
6.
Brief analysis/ assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:

The European Parliament’s resolution describes the views of the Parliament as regards the future of the partnership of the EU and the African, Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) countries, developing the objectives, principles, preferred terms of cooperation, institutions, funding and trade aspects. The resolution can be welcomed as a constructive contribution to the current debate which evidences the Parliament’s commitment to the topic.

7.
Response to the requests and overview of actions taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:

In this resolution, the Commission is specifically called to act twice:
a)
In paragraph 22, the Parliament calls on the Commission to better involve the national parliaments, local and regional authorities, civil society actors, the private sector and diaspora communities in the different phases of development programming.
The Commission is currently reflecting on the future of the partnership between the EU and African, Caribbean and Pacific countries. To that end, the Commission, jointly with the High Representative, adopted on 22 November 2016 a Communication on the future of the partnership. It was accompanied by an impact assessment where the different scenarios were assessed under various criteria. The multi-stakeholder dimension of the future partnership, including the reach-out to the actors mentioned in this paragraph of the resolution, was addressed in the Communication.
b)
In paragraph 25, the Parliament calls on the Commission to present a roadmap on the European Development Fund budgetisation prior to presenting the necessary proposals for the next Multiannual Financial Framework.
In line with the 2013 Inter-institutional Agreement the Commission will carefully analyse the way forward for the possible "budgetisation" of the European Development Fund, taking into account all relevant circumstances and considerations.
In addition, external evaluations in the context of the mid-term review of the External Financing Instruments – including a so-called performance review on the European Development Fund – are taking place. These evaluations will provide the Commission with an independent assessment of the instruments. As part of the evaluation process, during the first semester of 2017, stakeholders will be invited to participate in an open public consultation. The consultation will have two aims: to collect feedback on the functioning of the instruments up until their mid-point and to gather opinions on the future of the External Financing Instruments beyond 2020.
The resolution also calls for:

· the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) to be at the centre of the future partnership and for having regard to the EU global strategy for foreign and security policy;

· the SDGs implementation to be closely scrutinised;

· the fight against poverty and inequalities to remain overarching objectives of ACP-EU cooperation;

· policy coherence for development to be pursued as a key element for achieving the new sustainable development agenda;

· the essential elements of the Cotonou Partnership Agreement (human rights, democratic principles, the rule of law and good governance) to be kept;

· the application of the principle of subsidiarity, i.e. the partnership to be tailored to the mutual interests between the EU and the respective regions;

· existing regional organisations to be taken into account and to allow the inclusion of additional countries;

· political dialogue to remain a central pillar and for it to be strengthened;

· the consultation procedures to deal with cases of corruption to be strengthened;

· the monitoring of the human rights situation to be improved and its results to serve as a basis of discussion with the ACP partners;

· the purpose and the setting of the joint institutions to be reviewed (the Joint ACP-EU Council's meetings should include more sensitive and political debates and the new cooperation agreement should include a strong parliamentary dimension focusing its work in regional fora);

· referring to the future of the African Peace Facility under the European Development Fund (EDF), the creation of a dedicated instrument for financing security expenses linked to development cooperation;

· a dedicated instrument for all Overseas Countries and Territories to be created.

The Commission takes note of these elements and will factor them as appropriate in the next steps of the process.
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