Follow up to the European Parliament resolution on the EU strategic objectives for the 17th meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES), to be held in Johannesburg (South Africa) from 24 September to 5 October 2016, adopted by the Commission on 21 December 2016
1.
Resolution tabled pursuant to Rules 128(5) and 123(2) of the European Parliament's Rules of procedure by the Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety (ENVI)
2.
EP reference number: B8-0987/2016 / P8_TA-PROV(2016)0356
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 15 September 2016
4.
Subject: Wildlife protection
5.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:

The resolution calls for the EU to support an ambitious approach at the CITES Conference of the Parties (CoP), which is in line with the position that was adopted by the Council through a Decision adopted on the basis of Article 218(9) of the TFEU. There is a broad agreement between the European Parliament and the Commission on most of the key issues that were discussed at the CoP, such as the need for increased protection of a number of species threatened by international trade, improved governance and fight against corruption associated with wildlife trafficking, increased control of trade in hunting trophies, elephant poaching and ivory trafficking. The European Parliament also stresses the specific importance of CoP17 for the EU, which participated for the first time as a Party to the Convention.

In addition, the European Parliament calls for the adoption of a number of wildlife trade-related measures which are of a domestic nature, but do not feature on the agenda of the CITES CoP. Most of these measures called for by the European Parliament are part of the EU Action Plan against Wildlife Trafficking.
6.
Response to the requests and outlook regarding the action, that the Commission has taken, or intends to take:
Commissioner Karmenu Vella took part in the debate at the European Parliament plenary session in Strasbourg on 13 September, where he presented the Commission position on most issues that are addressed in the Parliament's resolution and provided answers to further questions.

Response to specific points of the resolution:
Regarding paragraph 4, progress has been made on EU voting rights under the Convention, notably its right to vote with 28 votes. A new version of the rules of procedure for the CITES COP has prevented any challenge of the EU right to vote during this COP. However, this is a temporary solution: after the COP17, there will be a comprehensive revision of the rules of procedure during the intersessional period.
Regarding paragraph 13 concerning the call for the EU to adopt a new legislative act which would make it illegal to import into the EU animal or plant species taken illegally in their countries of origin (modelled on the US "Lacey Act"), it needs to be stressed that the EU legislation covering the importation of animals and plants is structured in a manner that is different from the Lacey Act. It is largely built around three Regulations:
· the EU Wildlife Trade Regulation 338/97, which regulates trade in approximately 35 000 plant and animal species, most of them protected under the CITES Convention;
· the EU Timber Regulation 995/2010, which regulates the placing on the market of timber and timber products in the EU; and
· the EU Regulation 1005/2008 against Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated (IUU) Fishing, which regulates the placing on the market of fish and fisheries products in the EU.
Under this framework, the importation into the EU of many wildlife species and products taken in violation of a foreign law is already prohibited, and this robust legal framework covers the bulk of wildlife commodities in trade.
The Commission is aware that some wildlife species not listed in CITES, e.g. some reptiles, can be obtained illegally in their country of origin and sold in the European market. Where such trade puts at risk these species, the Commission believes that this should be approached primarily through strengthened cooperation with third countries in a multilateral context (CITES) and the promotion of sustainable sourcing of wildlife products with business and stakeholders. As part of the EU Action Plan against Wildlife Trafficking, the EU has also addressed its role as a market place for illegal wildlife products.
The Commission, working closely with EU Member States and stakeholders, has been developing a proactive approach towards countries of origin (known as range states) of species which might be affected by illegal trade for the EU market. Where relevant, the Commission encourages the countries of origin to include the species concerned in the CITES Convention so as to ensure a global protection against illegal and unsustainable trade. The Commission has pro-actively contacted such countries to inform them of the existence of such trade and has offered its cooperation with a view to the possible inclusion of these species in the CITES Convention. This approach has led to a number of listing proposals presented jointly by the EU and range states to COP17. Most such proposals were adopted at CITES CoP17, resulting in increased protection for a large number of species imported into the EU as exotic pets (Barbary macaque, grey parrots, crocodile lizard, alligator lizards, psychedelic rock gecko, masobe gecko, electric blue gecko). Thanks to these developments, trade in these species will be strictly regulated or even prohibited through enforcement of the EU Wildlife Trade Regulations.
Regarding paragraph 15 that encourages the EU and its Member States to promote and support initiatives to improve the welfare of live CITES-listed animals in trade, this issue did not feature on the agenda of the CITES CoP. However, listing in CITES Appendices is an important means to provide increased protection to species that are vulnerable in terms of their transport and captive breeding requirements. The Commission is pleased that a number of species were given a higher level of protection under CITES at COP17, including those with high mortality rates during transport (such as the African grey parrot).
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