ORDINARY LEGISLATIVE PROCEDURE – First reading
–Follow-up to the European Parliament legislative resolution of 6 April 2017 on 
the proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Regulation (EC) No 539/2001 listing the third countries whose nationals must be in possession of visas when crossing the external borders and those whose nationals are exempt from that requirement
2016/0125 (COD)
1.	Rapporteur: Mariya GABRIEL (EPP/BG)
2.	EP reference number: A8-0274/2016 / P8_TA-PROV(2017)0129
3.	Date of adoption of the resolution: 6 April 2017
4.	Subject: The EU-Ukraine visa liberalisation dialogue started in 2008. In its sixth and final progress report in December 2015, the Commission concluded that the country had fulfilled all the benchmarks. The Commission legislative proposal amends the Visa Regulation (539/2001), transferring Ukraine from the list on third countries whose nationals need a visa to travel to the Schengen area (the "visa-required list") to the list of countries whose nationals are exempt from this requirement (the "visa-free list"). The visa waiver only applies to Ukrainian nationals holding a biometric passport in line with International Civil Aviation Organisation (ICAO) and EU standards.
5.	Interinstitutional reference number: 2016/0125 (COD)
6.	Legal basis: Article 77(2)(a) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union
7.	Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home affairs (LIBE)
8.	Commission's position: The European Parliament has not proposed any changes to the Commission's proposal. The final political agreement only added minor changes to the Commission's proposal. The Council recalled in a recital the Commission's responsibility to continue monitoring the visa liberalisation benchmarks and conditioned that the entry into force is posterior to the one of the revised visa suspension mechanism. The latter entered into force on 28 March 2017. These demands were accepted by the European Parliament and the Commission.
9.	Outlook for amendment of the proposal: There is no need for a formal modified proposal, as there is already agreement between the European Parliament and Council, endorsed by the Commission.
10.	Outlook for the adoption of Council's position: Following the plenary vote on 5 April 2017, the proposal was adopted by the Council on 11 May 2017.
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