Follow-up to the European Parliament resolution of 5 October 2016 on the next steps towards attaining global goals and EU commitments on nutrition and food security in the world

2016/2705 (RSP)

1. Rapporteur: Linda MCAVAN (S&D/UK)
2. EP reference number: B8-1042/2016 / P8_TA(2016)0375
3. Date of adoption of the resolution: 5 October 2016
4. Subject: Global goals and EU commitments on nutrition and food security in the world

5. Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Development (DEVE)
6. Brief analysis/ assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:

The resolution acknowledges the EU's leading role in fighting undernutrition and the EU's strong commitment and pledge
 towards stunting reduction. It calls on the Commission to scale up its commitments through an additional pledge of EUR 1 billion addressing nutrition-specific interventions.

7.
Response to the requests and overview of actions taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:

On the call on the international community and the EU to work with countries to support the definition of context-specific, feasible and robust national nutrition targets in line with the SDGs and its encouragement to the improvement of the monitoring and accountability mechanisms (paragraph 8):

Global targets for nutrition for 2025 and 2030 have been adopted in the 2012 World Health Assembly and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs, in particular SDG 2.2). The EU works closely with countries with high stunting and wasting burdens to build on these international commitments and supports the definition of realistic national parameters along which donors' and stakeholders' efforts can be aligned and for which all country actors can he held accountable for. The Commission is working towards this goal and has already developed country fiches for 40 nutrition priority countries, in the framework of its Action Plan on Nutrition
, to help EU Delegations and Member States engage in this dialogue.

On the Commission's commitment to invest EUR 3.5 billion between 2014-2020 pledged during the Nutrition for Growth (N4G) Summit in London in 2013 in order to reduce stunting by at least 7 million by 2020; the resolution points out that only EUR 400 million of this pledge are for nutrition specific interventions, the other EUR 3.1 billion being for nutrition sensitive interventions (paragraph 16):
The Commission is progressing towards the achievement of its EUR 3.5 billion pledge in the period from 2014 to 2020. As indicated in the first annual progress report on the Action Plan on Nutrition published in May 2016
, the Commission invested a total of EUR 454.6 million in nutrition interventions in 2014, including both humanitarian and development aid. The latter amounted to EUR 229.9 million. A new progress report will be issued in the second quarter of 2017, wherein the figures corresponding to the 2015 investment in nutrition will be published. These figures are reported internationally to the Global Report on Nutrition.

On the call to the Commission to define a contribution from development programmes to a newly specified commitment and target in order to tackle wasting in children under five immediately and effectively (paragraph 22):

In 2012 the EU committed to support partner countries in reducing stunting by at least 7 million children by 2025
, hence the focus on reducing stunting (i.e. chronic undernutrition) in the Commission's Action Plan on Nutrition.

The Commission also pursues actions against other forms of malnutrition such as wasting (i.e. acute undernutrition which is mainly associated with severe and sudden deprivation of food, severe diseases or resulting from chronic unfavourable conditions). When nutrition is embedded as an objective of, for example, a primary health care programme, the actions envisaged have an effect on the reduction of both stunting and wasting.

Additionally, and because of its overall goal to reduce mortality and due to the temporality of its programmes, the Commission's humanitarian nutrition action addresses specifically wasting.

On the call for the Commission to scale up its commitments through an additional commitment of EUR 1 billion addressing nutrition-specific interventions in order to meet the nutrition targets of the World Health Assembly (WHA) and the SDGs, and by developing a clear strategy for how it plans to implement and integrate these targets into its plans and policies, as well as providing a clear roadmap for the allocation of the pledged funds for the period 2016-2020 (paragraph 27):

The focus of the current EU pledge is on addressing the underlying causes of chronic undernutrition (stunting). Although nutrition specific actions have a more immediate and measurable effect on the nutrition condition in children, it is acknowledged
 that these actions, even if scaled up to their full potential, could account only for a 20% reduction of stunting. If stunting is to be eradicated, as stated in SDG 2.2., the underlying causes have to be addressed through actions related to the dietary, hygiene and health impact pathways by funding interventions in sectors such as agriculture, WASH (Water, Sanitation and Hygiene), education, social transfers and health.

Still, further action addressing nutrition specific actions would contribute to accelerate progress to achieve the SDG 2.2. targets to which the EU has subscribed. To this extent the Commission will maximise synergies and complementarities of the development and humanitarian (nutrition specific) responses to nutrition and food security needs, promote programming coordination with other donors who focus on nutrition specific interventions, as well as advocate, at a global level, especially through the Scaling Up Nutrition movement, to increase investments in nutrition, including nutrition specific investments, both by donors and developing countries.

The Commission's actions on nutrition and food security would be guided by an approach that would seek to strike the right balance between the preferred nutrition-sensitive interventions and the needed nutrition-specific interventions. The Commission shall, in that respect, better asses this balance in the programming exercise with EU partner countries and other donors.
On the call on the Commission and the Scaling Up Nutrition donors (SUN) to continue to report regularly on the progress made under the nutrition for growth commitments using a common resource tracking methodological approach as agreed by the SUN Network meeting in Lusaka 2013 and the call for the development of specific indicators for the implementation of the EU action plan, including indicators for tracking nutrition-sensitive and nutrition-specific spending, by refining the OECD Development Assistance Committee’s (DAC) basic nutrition code and developing a DAC marker for nutrition-sensitive interventions (paragraphs 28 and 30):

The Commission has endeavoured to report regularly on financial pledges made during the Nutrition for Growth London Summit in 2013. The Commission's services were instrumental in designing the methodology for reporting financial pledges adopted by all SUN Donors (including the UK, Germany, the Netherlands, France, Ireland, Canada and the World Bank) in Lusaka in 2013. Since 2013 this common approach has been used by SUN donors to report annually and jointly on nutrition funding commitments. The figures are reported annually by all SUN donors in the Global Nutrition Report. The Commission has already publicly reported figures for the EU's nutrition funding commitments in 2010, 2012, 2013 and 2014, and is planning to report annually using the SUN methodology until 2020.

On the invitation to the Commission and other donors and bodies to improve nutrition-sensitive disaggregated and comprehensive data collection so as to better target future action (paragraph 35):
The EU funds several initiatives on this front such as the validation and roll out of the Minimum Dietary Diversity in Women (MMD-W) indicator, which is currently one of the key indicators to measure the impact of agriculture in nutrition; the launch (with international partners) of the Integrated Food Security Phase Classification (IPC) for Acute Malnutrition to collect nutrition sensitive data at national and subnational level as well as the National Information Platforms for Nutrition initiative which enables partner countries to track investments in nutrition, assess the effectiveness of nutrition interventions, and thus design well-informed nutrition policies.

On the call on the Commission to continue to act as a champion among donors in the eradication of malnutrition by accelerating its efforts to meet its commitments and by lending its voice and support to ensure that there is a moment to check in on progress made against 2013 Nutrition for Growth commitments and for additional pledges to be made to fill the nutrition funding gap (paragraph 37):

The Nutrition Rio summit in August 2016 did not fulfil all expectations. Attention is focused now in ensuring a high-level event around nutrition in 2017, most likely during the Italian presidency of the G7 or the German presidency of the G20. The Commission intends to do its best to support such an event in line with the events organised by the United Kingdom during its 2013 G7 presidency (Nutrition for Growth event in London) and during the German 2014 G8 presidency (One World no Hunger event in Berlin).
� 	See paragraph H of the B8-1042/16 [2016/2705(RSP)] resolution


� 	SWD(2014) 234 Final


� 	SWD(2016) 181 final and Council Conclusions 10392/16


� 	The GNR is a report published annually and funded by a number of donors with UK/DFID in the lead (http://globalnutritionreport.org/the-report/)


� 	COM(2013) 141 final and ensuing Council Conclusions of 28 May 2013
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