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6.
Brief analysis/ assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:

The European Parliament acknowledges the importance of the development effectiveness agenda within the new context for global development and in the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The resolution is very supportive of the Global Partnership for Effective Development Cooperation
 (GPEDC) and its future role in the context of the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the Addis Ababa Action Agenda. The Parliament has issued this resolution as a contribution to the second High-Level Meeting of the GPEDC. It recognises that the GPEDC's role is particularly strong in monitoring and accountability, thus ensuring progress on the development effectiveness commitments undertaken by stakeholders at the 2011 High-Level Forum on Aid Effectiveness in Busan, South Korea. The resolution provides a number of suggestions on how to build further upon these achievements in order to strengthen the means of implementation and revitalise the GPEDC. It underscores the importance of effectiveness principles for all financial flows, and underlines the important role of GPEDC to achieve more inclusive partnerships between governments, parliaments, civil society, the private sector and other actors, and to further enhance country-level implementation of development effectiveness commitments. These viewpoints are shared by the Commission
. The resolution is a welcome and constructive contribution to the international process on development effectiveness that proves the Parliament's commitment to this topic.

7.
Response to the requests of actions to be taken by the Commission:

In response to the recommendation on Official Development Assistance (ODA) (paragraph 5), the Commission systematically monitors Member States' progress towards their individual ODA commitments. These encompass the ODA to reach 0.7% of Gross National Income (GNI) for Member States that joined the EU before 2002, and 0.33% of GNI for those which joined after 2002. Specific ODA funding commitments to Least Developed Countries (LDCs) apply. National actions are critical in supporting the EU's collective promise to reach 0.7% of ODA/GNI and 0.15%-0.20% of ODA/GNI for LDCs. The Commission commends those Member States that have already achieved both of these targets (Denmark, Luxembourg, Sweden and the United Kingdom) and will continue to encourage Member States to increase their assistance to partner countries and to track their progress. ODA spending should be done in line with the guidelines by the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD).
Regarding the recommendation to make further efforts to ensure aid transparency, in particular in the context of the International Aid Transparency Initiative (IATI), and make use of available data (paragraph 16), the Commission agrees that transparency is crucial to enable scrutiny and mutual accountability by stakeholders. Transparency of development finance is growing. As regards the Commission, the Directorates-General (DGs) that report the most on ODA – DG International Cooperation and Development (DEVCO), DG European Civil Protection and Humanitarian Aid Operations (ECHO) and DG Neighbourhood and Enlargement Negotiations (NEAR) – publish aid data to IATI on a monthly basis and are assessed within the "good" category of aid providers in the 2016 Aid Transparency Index. Continuous work is done in close cooperation between the services to improve data quality and to include forward-looking data and results. Exchange of knowledge and best practices between Member States is being intensified in order to accelerate progress.
The Parliament furthermore invites the Commission to publish country-specific development cooperation reviews, providing an overview of programming and relevant financial commitments and implementation documents (paragraph 19). As part of its work on transparency, the Commission will continue to improve the visualisation of its data and information available, and increasingly engage in promoting the use of available data by development actors in partner countries. The Commission is also continually looking for ways of improving the existing tool "EU Aid Explorer".

The Parliament urges the Commission to report, at least every 24 months, on the efforts and action plans of both the EU and the Member States with a view to comprehensively implementing the Busan principles (paragraph 17). Reports on progress made by the EU and the Member States
 based on the data gathered at country level by the GPEDC monitoring rounds were published in 2014 and 2016 ahead of the GPEDC High-Level meetings. In its 2016 monitoring report, GPEDC examines progress based on data provided by 81 low and middle-income countries. The Commission will progressively adapt its reporting on development effectiveness to be consistent with the follow-up processes and indicators of the 2030 Agenda.

With regard to paragraph 22, the Commission recognises the importance of strengthening mutual accountability and aid management as well as enhancing public financial management and making tax systems effective. It continues its effort to support the reinforcement of institutional capacity of national parliaments, Supreme Audit Institutions and other bodies of accountability, including in the context of budget support.
In paragraph 27, the Parliament recalls its request in 2013 for the codification and strengthening of the mechanisms and practices for ensuring better complementarity and effective coordination of development cooperation among EU Member States and institutions, and asks the Commission to provide information on the absence of follow-up on this request and to state what alternative measures it has taken or intends to take in this regard.

In the proposal for a new European Consensus on Development, the Commission puts forward an ambitious and collective approach for better EU joint working in development cooperation, as regards both programming and actions on the ground. This will enhance the EU's development effectiveness when supporting partner countries to make progress towards the SDGs and addressing global challenges.
At country level, the EU and its Member States will enhance joint programming in order to increase the collective impact by bringing resources and capacities together. Joint Programming facilitates the implementation of many key elements of the effectiveness agenda such as ownership, alignment and synchronisation, harmonisation and division of labour, predictability and transparency. Council Conclusions adopted in May 2016 on Stepping-Up Joint Programming give renewed impetus to the commitment to reduce fragmentation of EU aid through closer collaboration: "The EU and its Member States […] recognise the value of a Joint Programming approach, notably to strengthen a coordinated and strategic EU response" and "Joint Programming should be promoted and strengthened, while being kept voluntary, flexible, inclusive, and tailored to the country context"
. Recent evidence demonstrates that the Commission's flexible, country-focused, consensus-building work with Member States is paying off.

Commission services will (i) continue their collaboration with the European External Action Service (EEAS) to sustain country-level joint programming processes and the capacity of Member States to support and guide in-country processes; (ii) focus on windows of opportunities between 2017 and 2018 given by the reviews of the Country Multi-annual Indicative Programmes (under the Development Cooperation Instrument
, the European Development Fund
 and the European Neighbourhood Instrument
); (iii) improve the support to EU Delegations through an updated Operational Manual; and (iv) introduce country-based communication and visibility plans.

As called for in paragraph 29, the Commission recognises that inclusive partnerships accompanied by approaches such as triangular cooperation and decentralised cooperation tailored to the specificities of development actors are necessary to make progress towards the SDGs. As an example, the Commission has already spearheaded an international initiative to promote south-south and triangular cooperation in Latin America with the first call for proposals launched in 2016. It also agrees that development effectiveness principles should be applied to all financing flows and by all development actors while respecting the specificities of each as reflected in the Outcome Document of the Nairobi High-Level Meeting that took place from 28 November to 1 December 2016.
�	The Global Partnership was created at the Fourth High-Level Forum on Aid Effectiveness in Busan in 2011 and came into effect in 2012. It brings together governments, bilateral and multilateral organisations, civil society and representatives from parliaments and the private sector, all committed to strengthening the effectiveness of their development co-operation.


�	EU Common position for the second High Level Meeting of the Global Partnership for Effective Development Cooperation (GPEDC) (Nairobi, 29 November - 1 December 2016) – Council conclusions 14684/16 (28 November 2016)


�	� HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/effective-development-cooperation-has-european-union-delivered_en" �http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/effective-development-cooperation-has-european-union-delivered_en�


�	Stepping up Joint Programming – Council conclusions 8831/16 (12 May 2016)


�	Regulation (EU) No 233/2014 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 11 March 2014, OJ L77, p. 44


�	Internal Agreement establishing the 11th EDF, OJ L 210, 6.8.2013, p. 1


�	Regulation (EU) No 232/2014 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 11 March 2014, OJ L77, p. 27
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