
Follow-up to the European Parliament non-legislative resolution of 14 December 2016 on the draft Council decision on the conclusion of a Protocol to the Partnership and Cooperation Agreement establishing a partnership between 
the European Communities and their Member States, of the one part, 
and the Republic of Uzbekistan, of the other part, amending the Agreement 
in order to extend the provisions of the Agreement to bilateral trade in textiles, taking account of the expiry of the bilateral textiles Agreement
2016/2226 (INI)
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2.
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3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 14 December 2016

4.
Subject: EU-Uzbekistan Partnership and Cooperation Agreement and bilateral trade in textiles
5.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on International Trade (INTA)

6.
Background of the resolution:

The consent procedure on the Textile Protocol of the EU-Uzbekistan Partnership and Cooperation Agreement was suspended in the European Parliament in 2011 pending improvement of the situation in terms on child labour and forced labour at cotton harvest in Uzbekistan and willingness of Uzbekistan to accept an International Labour Organisation (ILO) monitoring mission during the cotton harvest. The Uzbek government has since then made significant steps – in close cooperation with the ILO – whereby it managed to essentially eliminate the use of child labour. At the same time, forced labour is more complex and ILO-Uzbek cooperation in coming years should continue addressing it. Following the positive developments in Uzbekistan, the European Parliament on 14 December 2016 gave consent to the Textile Protocol and also adopted an accompanying resolution.

7.
Analysis of the text and of Parliament’s requests:

The non-legislative resolution outlines the Parliament's concerns and expectations with regard to the situation in the Uzbek textile sector. It welcomes the achievement of the Uzbek government in eradication of child labour and reduction of forced labour over recent years. It stresses the continued need for Uzbekistan to cooperate with the ILO so as to maintain the good progress and also eradicate forced (adult) labour. The resolution calls on the Commission and the EEAS to provide the Parliament regularly with detailed information on the situation in Uzbekistan, be it with regard to the political transition or to the eradication of child and forced labour. It also calls on the Commission and the EU Delegation in Tashkent to contribute through policy dialogue and assistance programmes to structural reform in Uzbekistan. The resolution also makes more general calls regarding EU activities with regard to the conditions in third countries' textile sectors, and asks the Commission to submit as soon as possible the "EU flagship initiative on responsible management of the supply chain in the garment sector".

8.
Reply to these requests and outlook regarding the action that the Commission has taken or intends to take:

Eradicating forced labour and child labour in Uzbekistan is an ongoing process requiring efforts to be made by different actors. This objective will be further supported by the EU (paragraph 1).

The Commission will continue cooperating with the ILO on monitoring the situation related to labour rights in Uzbekistan. Through the EU Delegation in Tashkent, both the Commission and the EEAS will continue to provide information on the situation related to eradication of child and forced labour in Uzbekistan (paragraph 8).
Continuous dialogue and cooperation of the EU with the Government of Uzbekistan, as well as with the ILO and the World Bank is needed, in order to maintain commitments from the Uzbek side as to achieving the total eradication of forced labour and child labour as well as ensuring the rule of law, continuation of democratic reforms and improvement of the human rights situation. The Partnership and Cooperation Agreement provides in Articles 2 and 95 the possibilities to take appropriate measures when either Party considers that the other Party has failed to fulfil an obligation under the Agreement. Either Party will in that case supply the Cooperation Council with all relevant information required for a thorough examination of the situation with a view to seeking a solution acceptable to the Parties (paragraphs 9 and 19).
The Commission and the EEAS are contributing through policy dialogue and assistance programmes to structural reform in Uzbekistan. The assistance is based on a multi-annual regional cooperation strategy which takes into account the situation and needs of Uzbekistan. The multi-annual Indicative Programme (MIP) 2014-2020 for Uzbekistan amounts to a total of EUR 168 million. EU funding projects include the following: Sustainable Management of Water Resources in rural areas, support to third-party monitoring of the cotton harvest regarding child and forced labour in Uzbekistan, as well as the Horticulture Development programme (paragraph 10).

The Commission has already taken action on responsible management of supply chains in various internal and external policies, including in the garment sector. To further reinforce its commitments in this area, the Commission is developing a Staff Working Document in the framework of the "EU flagship initiative on responsible management of the supply chain in the garment sector" (paragraph 14).

The Commission together with the EEAS is monitoring the political transition in Uzbekistan. The EEAS provides on regular basis updates to the European Parliament on the developments within the country as required, including political and socio-economic changes (paragraph 17). The Vice-President of the Commission/ High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy (VP/HR), the EEAS and the Member States can use the opportunity of the transition process in Uzbekistan in order to advocate improvements in the human rights sphere, as well as changes related to the economic policy of the country (paragraph 18).
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