Follow-up to the European Parliament resolution of 14 March 2017 on 
minimum standards for the protection of farm rabbits
2016/2077 (INI)
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Subject: Minimum standards for the protection of farm rabbits
5.
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6.
Brief analysis/ assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The resolution recalls that rabbits are, in numbers, the second most farmed livestock species in the European Union, with over 340 million rabbits slaughtered each year. However, rabbit farming in the EU accounts only for roughly 1.1% of the total EU meat production.

At present, there is a general Directive for the protection of animals kept for farming purposes but there is no specific EU legislation on minimum standards for the protection of farm rabbits.
The resolution encourages the Commission to take a number of non-legislative actions – such as drawing up a roadmap to include guidelines on good practices; and drafting a Commission Recommendation relating to rabbit health, welfare and housing.

The resolution also invites the Commission to use scientific evidence as the basis for proposing new measures for housing requirements for breeding and for rabbits reared for meat production.
In addition, the resolution encourages the Member States and the Commission to support and undertake research into rabbit-related aspects and calls for including rabbit meat in the European Meat Market Observatory.

7.
Responses to requests and overview of actions taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:
The Commission takes note of the European Parliament’s resolution calling for minimum standards for the protection of farm rabbits.
The Commission would like to recall that all farmed animal species – including rabbits – are protected by the rules of Directive 98/58/EC concerning the protection of animals kept for farming purposes
. The Directive requires that farmers take all reasonable steps to ensure that animals under their care are not caused unnecessary pain, suffering or injury. Farmers rearing rabbits for meat or fur production must comply with the rules laid down in this Directive.

In addition, the European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) published in 2005 an opinion on "The impact of the current housing and husbandry systems on the health and welfare of farmed domestic rabbits". This opinion provides Member States and farmers with data on aspects of farming systems which may put the welfare of the rabbits at risk. The rules of the Directive should be seen in conjunction with this opinion.
Rabbit production in the EU is essentially concentrated in a few Member States (mainly Italy, Spain and France). Against this background and in line with the principles of subsidiarity and proportionality, the Commission takes the view that the involved Member States are better placed to address the relevant issues concerning rabbit production.

However, the Commission remains sensitive to the issues raised in the resolution and will look at the health and welfare of farmed domestic rabbits during 2017 by performing activities, including questionnaires and fact-finding missions, in the Member States concerned. In the light of these findings, the Commission will consider which measures are the most appropriate in line with its political priorities.

Concerning the request for inclusion of data on rabbit meat in the European Meat Market Observatory, this is not foreseen in the near future (poultry meat is also not included). Rabbit meat represents a very small part of EU meat production and data available for this sector are quite limited. The aim of the Observatory is to provide the EU beef, veal and pig meat sectors with more transparency by means of disseminating market data and short-term analysis in a timely manner. At this stage, the Commission considers that there would not be a real added value to include rabbit meat in the European Meat Market Observatory.
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