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1.
Rapporteur: João FERREIRA (GUE/NGL/PT)
2.
EP reference number: A8-0015/2017 / P8_TA-PROV(2017)0020
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 14 February 2017
4.
Subject: Conclusion of the Sustainable Fisheries Partnership Agreement (SFPA) and its implementation Protocol Agreement between the European Union and the Government of the Cook Islands
5.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Fisheries (PECH)
6.
Brief analysis/ assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:

The resolution recognises the importance of the Sustainable Fisheries Partnership Agreement for both the Cook Islands and the EU fleet, and takes the view that the SFPA should effectively promote sustainable fisheries in the Cook Islands' waters through adequate EU sectoral support (paragraph 1). The resolution underlines that the sectoral support would indeed help to enhance the country’s operational independence, underpin its development strategy and guarantee its sovereignty, notably focusing on supporting the development of local artisanal fishing; contributing to actions for improving the scientific knowledge available; supporting towards building monitoring, control and inspection capacities; and supporting the development of local fish processing and marketing infrastructure, whether to supply the domestic market or for export (paragraph 5). However, the resolution considers that previous Fisheries Partnership Agreements (FPAs)/ Protocols in the region (Kiribati, Solomon Islands) have not made any meaningful contribution to the development of the local fishing sectors, particularly in terms of joint enterprises (with shared investments) and the development of local processing capacity, and therefore underlines the need to put more focus on the local fishing sector development, thereby matching the objectives announced for the new generation of EU fisheries agreements and those of the Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) framework (paragraph 2).
The resolution regrets that other countries in the region have not reached partnership agreements with the EU and are opening their fishing grounds to other countries and regions in the world that, on occasion, employ fishing practices which do not take account of the resources available (paragraph 3). However, it welcomes the inclusion of the obligation that the Cook Islands render public the existence of any agreement authorising foreign fleets to fish in its waters, but regrets the lack of precision on the overall effort exerted, as has been required under certain other agreements entered into by the EU (paragraph 4).

The resolution calls for reinforcing measures to prevent IUU fishing, by improving monitoring, control and surveillance through the use of the satellite-based vessel monitoring system, logbooks, inspectors and the implementation of decisions by regional fisheries organisations (paragraph 8). It also considers it desirable to improve the quantity and accuracy of data on all catches (targeted and bycatch) and the conservation status of fishery resources, and urges the Commission to promote the regular and transparent functioning of the bodies responsible for monitoring the application of the Agreement (paragraph 9). With regard to floating Fishing Aggregating Devices (FADs), the resolution calls on the Commission to analyse the use of FADs in the area and its influence in the tuna ecology, and makes proposals for their use on the basis of its findings (paragraph 10).

The resolution calls on the Commission to provide information to the Parliament on the implementation of the Agreement by sharing the minutes and conclusions of meetings and by enabling representatives of Parliament to attend Joint Committee meetings as observers (paragraph 11), and by keeping Parliament immediately and fully informed at all stages of the procedure for its renewal (paragraph 12).
7.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:
In relation to Parliament's request to ensure an effective implementation of sectoral support under the Agreement (paragraphs 1, 2 and 5), the Commission notes that a realistic multi-annual sectoral support programme has been agreed with the Cook Islands which is in line with the Cook Islands' National Sustainable Development Plan as well as the EU Common Fisheries Policy. The Commission will monitor its implementation closely and, if results are not achieved, has the possibility of reducing the EU’s financial contribution for sectoral support. The Commission will also continue to provide technical assistance through capacity building missions to improve the take-up rate and will, more generally, ensure the proper functioning of the monitoring mechanisms provided for in the Agreement (paragraph 11).

As regards the Parliament's request to promote more genuinely the development of the Cook Islands' local fisheries sector, sectoral support funding will be used to promote artisanal fisheries and contribute to the development of communities that rely on it, increasing its contribution to the local economy, helping to improve safety on board and fishermen’s incomes, and supporting the development of local fish processing and marketing infrastructure, whether to supply the domestic market or for export (paragraph 5).
In relation to the Parliament's request to step up the fight against IUU fishing (paragraph 8), sectoral support funding will be used to reinforce the Cook Islands' fisheries monitoring, control and surveillance capacities, in order to enable the Cook Islands to fully implement their Flag, Coastal and Port State obligations.

The Parliament's request to improve data on catches and on the conservation of fisheries resources (paragraph 9) is being addressed by monitoring the fishing activities of the EU fleet and other foreign fleets in the waters under the jurisdiction of the Cook Islands and by reinforcing scientific cooperation at regional level. Sectoral support will be used to improve the Cook Islands' capacity to manage their fisheries resources, and the new Protocol will also finance installation of the electronic catch reporting system.

In relation to the Parliament's request to be kept fully informed about the Agreement (paragraphs 11 and 12), the Agreed Minutes of the annual Joint Committee meetings are already forwarded to the Parliament immediately after the meetings. Moreover, prior to the opening of new negotiations to renew the Protocol, the Commission will undertake an external independent evaluation to this effect, and the report of this evaluation will also be provided to the Parliament. The Parliament is also notified, at the same time as the Council, of any planned negotiations so that Members of the Parliament can be present as observers, in accordance with established practices.
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