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1.
Rapporteur: Knut FLECKENSTEIN (S&D/DE)
2.
EP reference number: A8-0023/2017 / P8_TA-PROV(2017)0036
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 15 February 2017

4.
Subject: 2016 Commission Report on Albania
5.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Foreign Affairs (AFET)
6.
Brief analysis/ assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:

The resolution is a well-balanced text and broadly in line with the 2016 Albania Report and, more broadly, on the Commission stances on Albania. The text commends Albania for its progress on EU-related reforms and supports the conditional recommendation of the Commission, which is subject to credible and tangible progress in the implementation of the justice reform, in particular the re-evaluation of judges and prosecutors (vetting).
Beyond the justice reform, the resolution mentions the state of play and challenges on the five key priorities: Public Administration Reform, judicial reform, fight against corruption, fight against organised crime, and fundamental rights, including minorities (calls on the government to adopt the framework legislation on minorities) and property rights. Furthermore, it stresses the importance of electoral reform in the run up to the 2017 parliamentary elections.

In addition, the resolution highlights the need for closer cooperation between state institutions and Civil Society Organisations, the importance of independent and professional private and public service media, the shortcomings in the business environment, and the issue of unfounded asylum applications.

However, there is a problematic item in the resolution as regards the protection of minorities. The resolution calls for the "rights of people with Bulgarian ethnicity […] be enshrined in law and ensured in practice" in some regions in Albania (paragraph 24).
7.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:
The Commission overall welcomes the support that this resolution provides to the continuation of reforms in Albania. The Commission shares the European Parliament's assessment of the situation in Albania and the need to deliver on the necessary requirements for further progress on the EU path. The Commission will continue to extensively support Albanian authorities in delivering on the necessary reforms.
Regarding the problematic item on the protection of minorities, the Commission calls for equal treatment of national and ethno-linguistic minorities and equal access to rights for persons from all minorities, but it does not call for the recognition of any specific minority. It has to be noted that the Group of the Progressive Alliance of Socialists and Democrats tried to take the respective part of paragraph 24 out by requesting a split vote. This part of paragraph 24 mentioning a specific minority risks becoming a precedent for future reports.
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