Follow up to the European Parliament resolution of 14 June 2017 on
the 2016 Commission report on Kosovo

2016/2314 (INI)
1.
Rapporteur: Ulrike LUNACEK (Greens/EFA-AT)
2.
EP reference number: A8-0062/2017 / P8_TA-PROV(2017)0262
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 14 June 2017
4.
Subject: European integration process of Kosovo
5.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Foreign Affairs (AFET)
6.
Brief analysis/ assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
Overall, the resolution is supportive of Kosovo and the EU's efforts to bring it closer to Europe. It particularly mentions the Stabilisation and Association Agreement, the visa liberalisation proposal and the European Reform Agenda as platform for reforms, and calls on Kosovo to work on implementation. It also welcomes the overall peaceful and orderly conduct of the early general elections of 11 June 2017.
At the same time, the resolution expresses clear concern about the political situation and "condemns in the strongest terms" the violent disruption of activities in the Assembly in the past. The resolution also mentions the problems observed by the EU monitoring mission during the election campaign. It calls on parties to "swiftly" form a government to continue Kosovo’s path towards the EU and to commit to ratifying a border demarcation agreement with Montenegro and to continuing to build up a track record of convictions for high-level corruption and organised crime.

The resolution expresses concern with the lack of progress in many areas, such as on the judiciary, corruption, organised crime, track record, and energy. Notably, it regrets that corruption and organised crime go unpunished in certain areas of Kosovo and that the administration of justice remains slow and inefficient. It also expresses serious concerns at the lack of progress on the freedom of expression and "the increased number of direct threats and attacks on journalists and the widespread self-censorship".

Though welcoming some progress, the draft resolution expresses overall concern with the lack of progress of the Belgrade-Pristina Dialogue and calls on both Kosovo and Serbia to show more engagement. It strongly condemns the act of sending a Serbian train from Belgrade to Northern Kosovo and expresses serious concern about "warmongering statements and anti-EU rhetoric". The resolution notes that five Member States have not recognised Kosovo and stresses that recognition would be beneficial to the normalisation of relations. It calls for the participation of Kosovo in all relevant regional and international organisations and urges Serbia to "stop interfering" in this process.

The political messages and calls for EU-related reforms in many areas are broadly in line with the statements and findings of the 2016 Commission Report. Other issues of relevance for the Commission include:

· paragraph 31, which calls on the Commission to increase assistance towards SMEs;

· paragraph 34, which notes that tendering specifications for applications for all forms of contracts under IPA funding are so demanding that Kosovar or regional companies often cannot even apply for them and calls, to this end, for special attention to be given to guide and instruct interested stakeholders;

· paragraph 37, which notes that so far Kosovo has not become a major transit route for refugees and migrants but nonetheless reiterates that funding, amongst other provisions in the IPA II heading, should be available and ready to be mobilised;
· paragraph 40, which calls on the government to respect the agreement to decommission the Kosovo A power plant and refurbish the Kosovo B power plant, making use of the EUR 60 million allocated for this purpose by the EU within the framework of IPA funds.

Regional points of relevance to the Commission are:

· Paragraph 44, which calls on the Commission to continue its work on migration-related issues with all the countries of the Western Balkans;

· Paragraph 45, which calls on the Commission to make further efforts to support a true reconciliation process in the region.
7.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:
· Assistance to SMEs (paragraph 31): The Commission has recently committed EUR 10 million under IPA assistance for exactly this purpose. These funds will be blended with those of the EBRD to create an overall package of around EUR 30.5 million for enterprises in Kosovo and enhance its economic development.
· Tendering of IPA funding (paragraph 34): IPA funds are tendered under common procedures for all EU external actions (worldwide). These are based on the EU Financial Regulation and cannot be applied selectively.
· Migration (paragraphs 37 and 44): The Commission is already providing significant financial and technical support. It will continue to monitor the situation closely.

· Energy/ power plants (paragraph 40): The Commission has already programmed EUR 48.5 million to support the decommissioning of Kosovo A and the refurbishment of Kosovo B, and to fund complementary energy efficiency measures in Kosovo. There is still some uncertainty regarding the construction of the Kosovo C power plant which will influence the programming of future IPA funds.
· Reconciliation (paragraph 45): The Commission launched several flagship initiatives and provides substantive assistance to support reconciliation in the region, such as the Belgrade-Pristina Dialogue, civil society initiatives (RECOM), and regional cooperation (Western Balkans 6 agenda).
�	This designation is without prejudice to positions on status, and is in line with UNSCR 1244/1999 and the ICJ Opinion on the Kosovo declaration of independence.
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