Follow-up to the European Parliament resolution of 14 June 2017 on 
the 2016 Commission Report on Serbia
2016/2311 (INI)
1.
Rapporteur: David McALLISTER (EPP/DE)
2.
EP reference number: A8-0063/2017 / P8_TA-PROV(2017)0261
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 14 June 2017
4.
Subject: the 2016 Commission Annual Report on Serbia
5.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Foreign Affairs (AFET)

6.
Brief analysis/ assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The resolution reflects the European Parliament's continuous support for Serbia's EU path. It welcomes the opening of new negotiation chapters, Serbia's commitment to its EU path, regional cooperation and good neighbourly relations, together with to the normalisation process with Kosovo(, as well as Serbia's approach on migration and good progress on economy. It also underlines areas where further progress is expected: domestic communication on the EU, progressive alignment with EU Common Foreign Policy, including on Russia, and under the six sub headings it is structured upon: rule of law (especially judiciary and corruption), democracy (including independent bodies, Ombudsman), human rights (especially. freedom of expression/protection of journalists), respect for and protection of minorities (including sustainability of media in minority languages), regional cooperation and good neighbourly relations (including war crimes issues), and energy (linked to the Berlin process connectivity agenda). The resolution also echoes European Parliament's concerns on some Serbia's moves which have not been conducive to the normalisation process with Kosovo (train journey from Belgrade to Mitrovica North) or to appeasing tensions in the region (high-level official participation in the Republika Srpska´s Day celebrations, in defiance of Bosnia and Herzegovina Constitutional Court decisions), on rule of law issues (non-resolution of the events in Belgrade's Savamala district related to the controversial demolition of buildings), and balancing act with Russia (joint drills; presence of Russian air facilities in the Serbia-Russia Nis humanitarian centre). It includes explicit calls on authorities to tone down anti-EU rhetoric and to increase pro-active positive communication on the EU, also for domestic audience, to properly investigate claims of irregularities, violence and intimidation that arose during elections, and to continue providing adequate assistance to migrants with EU support, while respecting asylum applicants' rights. The resolution also regrets the disruptions which prevented the Head of the EU Delegation from presenting the Commission's annual report in the Serbian Parliament.
7.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:

The resolution is a balanced and accurate assessment of Serbia's progress on its EU path. It is very much in line with the Commission's annual report on Serbia of 9 November 2016, and the Commission's assessment since then. The resolution reinforces the Commission's message that Serbia has made good progress towards its strategic objective of EU membership, which is also key for the stability in the region. The resolution also echoes Commission's expectations that Serbia now builds on this progress and moves decisively ahead with reforms, in particular on the rule of law issues, and with the normalisation of its relations with Kosovo. Both will set the pace of Serbia's overall EU accession path. The Commission will continue to closely monitor and assess Serbia's progress in complying with the membership criteria. This assessment will be reflected in the next Commission's annual report on Serbia, expected in spring 2018.
On specific requests contained in the resolution, the Commission's position is the following:
On the call on the Commission and the Council to provide continued support for Serbia in addressing migration challenges and to closely monitor the application of financial subsidies for the organisation and handling of migration flows, and on the call on the Commission to continue the work on migration with all the countries of the Western Balkans in order to ensure that European and international norms and standards are followed (paragraph 11):
The Commission has responded fully to Serbia's needs since the beginning of the crisis. Based on a detailed assessment of these needs, close to EUR 80 million (under both the Instrument for Pre-Accession Assistance and humanitarian assistance) of EU funds have been allocated to Serbia in response to the crisis. This includes a further special measure under the Instrument for Pre-Accession adopted in March 2017, primarily allocated to Serbia, to ensure continued EU support for the deployment of EU guest officers at the Serbia-Bulgaria border, for migrants' accommodation, and for improving Serbia's capacity to manage migration flows. The Commission is also already providing significant long-term financial and technical support to countries in the region. The Commission will continue to monitor the situation closely.

On the call on the Commission to make further efforts to support a true reconciliation process in the region, notably through support for cultural projects dealing with the recent past and promoting a common and shared understanding of history and a public and political culture of tolerance, inclusion and reconciliation (paragraph 39):
The Commission supports both politically and technically different reconciliation processes in the region, such as the Belgrade-Pristina Dialogue, civil society initiatives (RECOM), and regional cooperation (Western Balkans 6 agenda). Serbia also participates in the EU programme for culture – Creative Europe and Europe for Citizens, where an emphasis is put on inter-culture dialogue and tolerance. Finally, several IPA multi-country cultural projects are built around the notion of a common culture heritage – the Ljubljana process. The Commission is committed to continue its support in this area.
(	This designation is without prejudice to positions on status, and is in line with UNSCR 1244 and the ICJ Opinion on the Kosovo declaration of independence.
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