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6.
Brief analysis/ assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The resolution presents a good overview of the current situation with the many challenges and complexity that the garment sector faces. The Commission notes that the overall analysis is similar to what the Commission services advocate in the recent Staff Working Document on "Sustainable garment value chains through EU development action"
 and the related Council conclusions
.

The resolution calls for further actions in a number of areas and proposes binding legislation on due diligence obligations for supply chains in the garment sector. The resolution stresses the need for such proposed legislation to be aligned with the new OECD Due Diligence guidance for responsible supply chains in the garment and footwear sector.

Welcoming the work by the Parliament, the Commission has duly taken note of the Parliament's concerns and requests. Nevertheless, the Commission maintains that building trust between actors and continuing close work with partners remains the essential way to address the particular challenges. Such an example is the Bangladesh Sustainability Compact
 that brings together different actors to work on country-specific initiatives. Consequently, the Commission intends at this stage to concentrate on obtaining the best results from the current approach and related instruments.
7.
Response to the requests of actions to be taken by the Commission:
In relation to the Bangladesh Sustainability Compact (paragraph 3), the Commission closely monitors its implementation through meetings (technical levels and high level meetings organised in October 2014 in Brussels, and in January 2016 and on 18 May 2017 in Dhaka). The Commission also releases yearly reports. Three technical reports have been published in July 2014, April 2015 and July 2016, and another report is to be published in the summer of 2017. The Commission is tailoring its action to the specific situation and needs of each partner country.

The Commission is building on its experience with the Sustainability Compact, which has led to further collaboration with the International Labour Organization (ILO) and partner countries to promote international labour standards in a trade context, coupled with development cooperation. For instance, the Commission is taking part in the Myanmar Labour Rights Initiative and is cooperating with the ILO and the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) on a Responsible Supply Chains programme through the Partnership Instrument in six trading partners of the EU.

Concerning the call for a Commission proposal on binding due diligence legislation for the garment sector (paragraphs 5, 6, 7, 8, 11, 18, and 40), the Commission underlines that building trust between actors and continuing close work with partners is an essential way to address challenges, and considers that its action in this area, as highlighted in the Staff Working Document "Sustainable garment value chains through EU development action" can lead to substantial results. Examples such as the Sustainability Compact for Bangladesh demonstrate that it is already possible to mobilise different EU policies and bring together partner countries, international organisations, social partners, business and wider civil society to work on country-specific initiatives. In addition, the Bangladesh Accord, an initiative by global trade unions and buyers, includes binding commitments on occupational safety and health. The Commission is also supporting the uptake of the OECD due diligence guidance for responsible supply chains in the garment sector. Existing EU legislation should also not be overlooked, notably the non-financial reporting Directive
 which requires large companies to disclose information on policies, results and risks concerning environmental aspects, social and employee-related matters, respect for human rights, as well as anti-corruption and bribery issues. Therefore the Commission intends at this stage to concentrate on obtaining the best results from the current approach and related instruments. The Commission will be monitoring and analysing these results and at a later stage, in line with Better Regulation, evaluate the need to complement its current approach.
Regarding the call for a comprehensive strategy in the garment sector covering development, aid for trade and public procurement (paragraph 13), the Staff Working Document "Sustainable garment value chains through EU development action" presents the EU response through ongoing and planned activities within EU development cooperation as part of EU action to support sustainable garment value chains in various policy areas.
In relation to working conditions in EU Member States (paragraphs 7 and 42), the Commission has recently presented a recommendation on the "European Pillar of Social Rights"
, in which it sets out 20 key principles and rights around three categories: equal opportunities and access to the labour market, fair working conditions, and social protection and inclusion. The Commission underlines that workers have the right to fair wages that provide for a decent standard of living and that adequate minimum wages shall be ensured.

Concerning the funding for research and development (paragraph 8), the Horizon 2020 work programme 2016-2017 includes a focus area "Industry 2020 in the circular economy", with a total budget of EUR 678.45 million, which aims to demonstrate the economic and environmental feasibility of the circular economy approach and at the same time give a strong impetus to the re-industrialisation of the EU by developing and deploying new approaches and technologies. It brings together several complementary activities, including on sustainable process industries, with the general objective to optimise industrial processing, reducing the consumption of energy and resources, and minimising waste. Specific projects in the garment and textile sector are ongoing, looking notably at recycling of textile (such as the RESYNTEX project aiming at producing secondary raw materials from unwearable textile waste) or reusing waste water from the textile industry. An additional focus area "Connecting economic and environmental gains – the Circular Economy" is proposed in the context of the Horizon 2020 work programme 2018-2020, which is currently under preparation. It aims at consolidating relevant initiatives to make a strong contribution to sustainable development goals, to climate action and to industrial competitiveness, and covers the whole cycle: production, consumption, waste management and secondary raw materials.
Regarding children and women's rights' protection, a Rights Based Approach has to be adopted in designing any new initiative. More specifically, in order to promote gender mainstreaming as well as support to women economic empowerment (paragraphs 11 and 12), systematic gender analyses will be carried out in the designing phase of development cooperation projects, including garment related ones, as instructed in the EU Gender Action Plan II (2016-2020)
. The gender analysis work will foster the effective inclusion of the gender perspective in the programming process and help understand the specific problems of garment sector and how to respond to them. The Commission is paying utmost attention to ensure that all initiatives will have a positive impact on women and girls, that child rights are respected, and that women are empowered to higher positions also through skills development and entrepreneurship programmes.
Concerning the creation of a public online database of all supply chain actors (paragraph 14), at present Commission services do not have the financial means and staff resources to set up and host such a database. Moreover privacy and business confidentiality issues need to be considered.

Regarding labelling requirements (paragraphs 4, 15, and 18), the Commission adopted on 29 September 2013 a report regarding possible new labelling requirements of textile products (COM(2013) 656 final), where it assesses the need for possible new requirements and the desirability and feasibility of harmonising the labelling and marking of textile products, including environmental and social labelling. The report concluded that the current labelling requirements for textile products are adequate. Before considering mandatory measures, the full potential of existing tools and measures, including voluntary ones, should be employed. The Commission will continue its work to increase the number of licences under the EU Ecolabel product groups of textiles and footwear as these contain criteria on fair and safe labour standards at the cut/ make/ trim production sites for textile products and at the final assembly sites for footwear. The Commission will also increase its promotional efforts of the EU Ecolabel scheme to assist customers in making informed choices about sustainable products.

Concerning disclosure of production locations (paragraph 16), the Commission underlines that import declarations do not provide harmonised information on production location. They provide information on the origin of the products for customs purposes, which is not necessarily the country where the most substantial manufacturing of the garment took place. Each EU preferential regime contains its own set of rules of origin, while non-preferential rules of origin apply to non-preferential imports.
Concerning development of monitoring systems (paragraph 17), Euratex (the European Apparel and Textile Confederation) and its EU social partner, IndustriAll, launched in 2017 an online CSR Risk Assessment Tool, jointly developed since 2014, with the purpose to help small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) in the sector to evaluate the risk that their current purchasing practice exposes them to regarding Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR). With this tool, companies can self-assess the nature and the magnitude of the risk and, in turn, engage in remediation measures. It also provides a complete analysis of state of the art methodologies and practical guidelines to spread reliable CSR information along the value chain. In the development cooperation area, the Commission will support sustainable garment value chains through activities including data collection and research, and it will contribute to financing the future monitoring system of the Vision Zero Fund, a multi-donor initiative aiming to reducing and preventing work-related accidents, improving occupational safety and health conditions and provide compensations to victims and their families.
Regarding European initiatives to encourage sustainable consumption (paragraph 20), the Commission underlines that the DEAR (Development Education and Awareness Raising) component of the Civil Society and Local Authorities Programme of the Development Cooperation Instrument has funded projects which aim to mobilise garment customers in Europe for a fair wage for garment workers. In addition, as recalled in the "Trade for All" Communication, the Commission is seeking to address fair and ethical trade more systematically. Raising awareness and enhancing transparency are key objectives of the Commission's approach to fair and ethical trade that also underpin its ongoing work on the EU City for Fair and Ethical Trade award.
Concerning promotion of a social partnership (paragraph 21), the Commission is promoting social dialogue at all levels and has called for a New Start of Social Dialogue in the EU in 2015. The European Pillar of Social Rights recalls that all wages shall be set in a transparent and predictable way according to national practices and respecting the autonomy of social partners. The Commission's Reflection Paper on Harnessing Globalisation (10 May 2017)
 calls for promoting collective bargaining at global scale. In development cooperation actions in preparation to promote responsible value chains in the garment sector, the Commission will integrate support to key stakeholders including workers' organisations, governments and private sector.

Concerning support to producing countries (paragraphs 22, 23, 25, and 43), the Commission undertakes activities to strengthen national legislation, regulation, policies and programmes in compliance with international labour standards such as capacity building, training in safety and health issues, enforcement of laws prohibiting child labour, forced labour, and legal and social protection to vulnerable groups and victims. This concerns also development cooperation actions to promote responsible value chains in the garment sector. The Commission also provides technical assistance through the expert facility Socieux+, a proven flexible tool for tailor-made interventions bringing added-value by EU-wide expertise to respond countries needs on social protection, labour and employment to improve the capacity of partner countries to design and manage inclusive and suitable labour and employment policies and social protection systems. Socieux+ combines short-term technical assistance actions and knowledge development and sharing activities. Requests of support by social partners are also eligible. As regards public procurement policies as a tool to promote fundamental principles and rights at work, the EU is actively involved in the stakeholder group to revise the Methodology to assess procurement systems (MAPS II) led by the OECD. This global diagnostic tool covers all aspects of the procurement cycle including the extent to which sustainable development (i.e. economic, environmental and social aspects) and the implementation of international obligations are reflected in the legal and policy framework and in the actual performance of procurement systems. The tool is currently being pilot tested. Once rolled out it will provide a baseline to support reform programmes and technical assistance to partner countries in the procurement area. The EU is already providing assistance to partner countries on procurement in the framework of support to overall public finance management and budget support operations.
Concerning business and human rights (paragraphs 28 and 39), the EU promotes implementation of the UN Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights through policy dialogue and development cooperation with third countries. For instance through the European Instrument for Democracy and Human Rights (EIDHR)
, the Commission supports several initiatives linked to business and human rights, as well as trade and human rights, notably a call for proposals launched in 2016 for an amount of EUR 5 million to support civil society organisations and social partners activities linked to the implementation of the UN Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights. Another example, under the Pan-African Programme of the Development Cooperation Instrument
, the Commission is also supporting the African Union Commission to develop a Policy Framework on the Implementation of the UN Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights. Regarding the preparation of a legally binding instrument on Business and Human Rights, the European Union attends and participates constructively in the work of the inter-governmental working group.
Concerning human rights in bilateral and regional and international agreements (paragraphs 28, 29, and 35), the Commission takes note of the calls made in the resolution. It recalls that, in line with the "Common approach on the use of political clauses"
 agreed by COREPER in 2009, "essential elements" clauses, including the respect for human rights (the "human rights, democracy and rule of law clause" – in brief the "human rights clause"), are included in framework agreements, to which trade agreements are then linked or, on a case-by-case basis, in case there is no framework agreement, inserted in the free trade agreement. By linking trade agreements to the framework "essential elements" clause, the EU ensures consistency and coherence on an issue which is broader than trade policy, as it concerns the overall relationship between the EU and partner countries. The EU sees one of the principal values of this clause to constitute a legally binding expression of parties' shared commitment to the promotion and protection of human rights and gives the EU a clear legal basis for raising human rights issues. It makes it impossible for any party to claim that human rights are purely EU internal matters. In case of human rights violations, measures are taken in proportion to the gravity of the breaches, including as a last resort, the suspension of an agreement or parts thereof (including trade preferences). In response to extremely grave violations of human rights, the EU has imposed political and economic SÁNCHEZ CALDENTEY ctions under the clause in some 20 cases since 1995. The partner country can call for consultations, but it is not necessary to wait for these, or for the emergence of a consensual solution. The Commission and the High Representative/ Vice-President are committed to ensuring that our partner countries respect their obligations under the "human rights clause".
Regarding the call for ex post monitoring mechanisms that enable tangible action to be taken in response to infringements of these clauses (paragraph 35), the Commission underlines that for all agreements, the human rights situation in the partner country is already evaluated through the EU human rights and democracy country (HRDC) strategies. A partner country's respect for human rights is therefore subject to a continuing monitoring based on the implementation of the HRDC strategies. The EU can always raise human rights issues with the partner country in the dedicated human rights dialogues, the general political dialogues, or through demarches in urgent cases.
Concerning social and environmental provisions in bilateral, regional and international agreements (paragraphs 28 and 36), the Commission includes Trade and Sustainable Development (TSD) chapters, also promoting the ratification and implementation of ILO conventions and the Decent Work Agenda, in all recently concluded or on-going free trade agreement (FTA) negotiations. The Commission fully shares the objective of the effective implementation of TSD chapters in EU FTAs and has set this as a priority in the "Trade for All" Communication
. In particular, as regards enforcement, the Commission recalls that EU FTA TSD chapters are binding and enforceable through a dedicated dispute settlement mechanism, which establishes a structured, mandatory, and time-bound process for the resolution of any concern on their implementation. As the general dispute settlement, the TSD foresees a process in two steps: governmental consultations and an independent panel. In addition, the dedicated system foresees panellists with specific expertise on labour and environmental matters, civil society participation, involvement of international organisations (ILO, Multilateral Environmental Agreements), and enhanced transparency. Engagement and transparency are also the key principles to address cases of non-compliance. Should the independent panel assess that there has been a violation, it makes public recommendations, to which the Parties shall give a public follow-up, in the monitoring of which civil society is involved. This enforcement mechanism allows the Parties to take a broad range of measures aimed at solving the underlying causes of the violation (e.g. action plans, development support, or diplomatic demarches).
The Commission fully agrees with the Parliament's assessment of the importance of ensuring civil society involvement during negotiations (paragraph 28). For instance, the Commission is committed to ensure consultation with civil society, including social partners, in line with the Better Regulation Agenda. An open, transparent and wide-ranging consultation process is a central element for Sustainability Impact Assessments (SIAs). This process includes interviews, meetings, surveys, workshops with civil society; as well as the publication of the draft reports to gather civil society's inputs before they are finalised. The EU FTA TSD chapters also establish specific channels providing for a strong role for civil society organisations, including social partners, in their implementation and monitoring. Notably, civil society actors can always submit their views and advice to the Parties, be it in case of concern on possible violations of commitments, or on initiatives to promote positive linkages between trade and sustainable development. Moreover, under the current EU approach, civil society is involved at all stages of the process: stakeholders may flag issues of concern under the chapter to the Parties, submit their views during governmental consultations and to the panel, access the panel's report and the Parties' decision in this regard, and participate in the monitoring to their follow-up. The Commission remains committed to reply to the inputs it receives from the EU Domestic Advisory Groups set up under the FTAs TSD chapters, as well as from other stakeholders.

Regarding implementation of ILO standards (paragraphs 30, 31, 34, and 36), the Commission already includes ambitious chapters on Trade and Sustainable Development in all "new generation" Free Trade and Investment agreements. The chapters include binding provisions on ILO core labour standards and the promotion of decent work. The Commission's Reflection Paper on Harnessing Globalisation calls for improving social and labour standards and practices, in close cooperation with the ILO, but also civil society, social partners and the private sector. It also calls for better enforcement of existing agreements and rules in areas such as trade and labour standards. The Commission has been playing a key role in partner countries in promoting the ratification and supporting the implementation of international labour standards. The Commission will continue to support partner countries, particularly those with high prevalence of child labour and forced labour in the cotton and garment sector, to enforce relevant ILO Conventions and recommendations. Accompanying measures will include improved access to education, legal and social protection systems, improved livelihoods of vulnerable households, capacity building to governments (on labour inspection, ministry coordination), workers' organisations, producers and support to media campaigns.

Concerning the monitoring of the Generalised Scheme of Preferences Plus (GSP+) (paragraph 36), in line with Article 13 of the GSP Regulation, the Commission monitors the effective implementation of the 27 international conventions under GSP+, including those related to human rights. GSP+ monitoring is done through a number of instruments: written questionnaires, dialogues with the beneficiary countries and on-site missions. The reports of the UN and ILO supervisory bodies continue to be a prime source of information in the GSP+ monitoring process. The information gathered in the GSP+ monitoring process is reflected in the Commission's biennial report to the European Parliament and the Council on the implementation of the GSP Regulation.

The Commission is conducting, with the help of an external contractor, a mid-term evaluation of the GSP Regulation. In this respect, the call for introducing tariff preferences for demonstrably proven sustainable products (paragraph 36) has been noted.

The role of the Commission as the executive arm of the EU is to promote both EU interests and values through the conduct of a more responsible trade and investment policy. This involves fostering respect of core ILO labour standards and conventions, regardless of whether trade is labelled as "fair" or not. Concerning minimum sustainability requirements for certification systems (paragraph 36), the Commission considers that sustainability schemes, whether private or public, can be beneficial for sustainable development, and does not want to rank or regulate such schemes. The Commission recalls that its "Trade for All" Communication relates to the promotion of "fair and ethical trade" without referring to a particular scheme. Also, the Commission has been working, and continues to focus, on improving the flow of information about sustainability schemes to ensure that consumers understand the criteria underlying each scheme, are able to make informed decisions, and quickly identify false claims.
Regarding sustainability impact assessments (SIAs) (paragraphs 28 and 37), in the Trade for All Communication, the Commission reiterated its commitment to make every significant initiative in the field of trade policy subject of an impact assessment; to carry out sustainability impact assessments during the negotiation of major trade agreements; and to carry out ex post evaluations of agreements after they have been implemented. Social and human rights analyses are two key components of those assessments. SIAs were first developed in 1999 and have been carried out for all major EU trade negotiations ever since. As of June 2017, 26 SIAs had been completed and another four were underway. The Commission will continue to carry out SIAs for every newly negotiated agreement. Specific statistics on Trade and Gender (paragraph 37) do not exist. The Commission will continue to explore avenues for improvement in this field.

In relation to the WTO (paragraph 40), the Declaration agreed at the Tenth Ministerial Conference allows WTO Members to start a reflection on possible new approaches to move towards the conclusion of the Doha Development Agenda and to consider the addition of new issues to the WTO agenda. In this context, the Commission is committed to continue playing a leading role in promoting an open and constructive dialogue with other WTO partners aimed at strengthening the WTO and the whole multilateral trading system. The Commission takes note of the calls made in the resolution on aspects related to human rights and labour standards and the sustainable management of global supply chains. The Commission notes that differences persist within the WTO membership on these issues, including with regard to granting the ILO observer status or to creating a Committee on Trade and Decent Work. This being said, the Commission remains engaged to support relevant multilateral cooperation processes, such as the ILO work on trade and labour matters and on supply chains, in order to promote a better understanding of the inter-linkages between these policies and raise trade-related labour aspects in the WTO ordinary work as appropriate.

Regarding access to the EU programme for the Competitiveness of Enterprises and Small and Medium-sized Enterprises (COSME) for SMEs and micro-enterprises (paragraph 40), the COSME programme through its various funding instruments is open to all SMEs from all sectors. The financial instruments (60% of the programme) and the business advisory services from the Enterprise Europe Network are however horizontal and do not favour a particular sector. Consequently, the SMEs of the garment sector are already in the scope of the COSME instruments that provide direct support to SMEs.

Regarding access to finance for SMEs (paragraph 41), the COSME Programme is improving access to finance for European SMEs through a debt financial instrument and an equity financial instrument. These instruments are open to SMEs in the start-up, growth and transfer phases, which are active in all economic sectors, including in the garment industry. The Loan Guarantee Facility in particular has provided, until the end of 2016, more than EUR 5.5 billion of financing to more than 143,000 SMEs in 21 countries. The Commission has also developed a dedicated tool, the Access to Finance portal that provides SMEs with easy and complete information about how they can obtain financing not only via COSME but also through other EU programmes, such as Horizon 2020 or the European Structural and Investment Funds
.
Regarding public procurement (paragraph 44), the Commission is currently exploring options to update the "Buying Social" Guidance from 2011
 in line with the new Public Procurement Directives from 2014. Additionally, under the COSME programme, in the context of promoting social economy and social entrepreneurship, the Commission will organise a series of workshops on socially responsible public procurement in different Member States in the course of 2018. Promoting the strategic use of Public Procurement for achieving sustainability goals is high on the agenda of the Commission. In close cooperation, different services of the Commission have already developed and updated different guidelines, collecting and disseminating best practices in the area of sustainable public procurement, or are in the process of doing so. Additionally, a number of events aiming to raise awareness of the possibilities to use public procurement for achieving sustainability goals are organised by the Commission (i.e. the high-level conference "Strategic public procurement" organised by the Commission with the cooperation of OECD on 2 June 2017 in Paris).
Follow up to the European Parliament Resolution of 27 April 2017 on 
the management of the fishing fleets in the outermost regions
2016/2016 (INI)

1.
Rapporteur: Ulrike RODUST (S&D/DE)
2.
EP reference number: A8-0138/2017 / P8_TA-PROV(2017)0195
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 27 April
4.
Subject: Report on the management of fleets in the outermost regions
5.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Fisheries (PECH)

6.
Brief analysis/ assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The resolution follows on a mission of members of the PECH Committee to Reunion Island in November 2015. On this occasion, stakeholders from Outermost Regions (ORs) requested an own-initiative report to elaborate on how the management of the fishing sector, and in particular the fishing fleets, could be enhanced in these regions.

The resolution sets out with a description of the main characteristics of ORs, which according to the resolution justify a distinct treatment within the Common Fisheries Policy (CFP), such as dependency on imports for fish supply; limitations to the CFP dealing with ORs' specificities; dependency of local communities on fishing as an important source of wealth; adverse climatic conditions accelerating the ageing of vessels, leading to problems of safety on board; predominance of small-scale fishing vessels; and lack of scientific knowledge on fish stocks.

This precarious situation is compounded by a delay in implementing the European Maritime and Fisheries Fund (EMFF), especially its regime of compensation of additional costs, and by the difficulty or impossibility to access credit and/ or insurance.

The resolution describes how the CFP is already helping, how its provisions and the EMFF could be better used and what additional initiatives could be taken to improve the situation. This is described in detail below.

7.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission
The following section lists the suggestions made and the action taken or intended to be taken by the Commission when they fall under the Commission's remit. Other suggestions are to be dealt with by national or regional authorities, or by stakeholders themselves.

· "[…] calls […] for the development of a strategy for each regional sea basin tailored to the specific situation of each of the outermost regions" (paragraph 2):
The Commission recognises the specific situation of each OR and of each sea basin. The Commission is working on a renewed Strategy for ORs, part of which will deal with maritime issues including fisheries. Adoption is expected in the last quarter of 2017.

· "[…] only fishing vessels registered in OR ports should be allowed to fish in OR waters" (paragraph 4):

Regulation (EU) No 1380/2013 already foresees, in its Article 5(3), that in the waters up to 100 nautical miles from the baseline, the Member States concerned can restrict fishing to vessels registered in the ORs, and shall inform the Commission of the restrictions put in place.

· "Notes that the OR seabed is a veritable living laboratory of biodiversity; stresses the importance of research and data collection in order to improve knowledge of the ocean; stresses the potential of the ORs to serve as veritable scientific portals in their respective environments, and calls on the respective Member States and on the Commission to strengthen support for relevant scientific research projects" (paragraph 5):

The Commission agrees with the importance of marine research and data collection in the ORs. Biodiversity (including marine) in the ORs was the focus of the project NetBiome-CSA under the Framework Programme 7. The Commission is currently supporting through Horizon 2020 several projects on marine biodiversity research. Participation of Outermost Regions is also mainstreamed in biodiversity research projects co-funded by the EU through the BiodivERsA ERA-NET, where ORs are project partners. Organisations from ORs are eligible to participate both as coordinators and as partners. This being said, the Commission will consider what specific emphasis on ORs may be included in future calls for projects under Horizon 2020.

· "Calls for the full application of Article 349 TFEU in the European Union's policies, regulations, funds and programmes relating to fisheries, particularly in the EMFF, in order to respond to the specific difficulties encountered by the ORs" (paragraph 18):

According to a recent ruling by the Court of Justice of the European Union (Cases C-132/14 to C-136/14, point nr. 95), Article 349 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union (TFEU) should be used as legal basis when a specific measure is proposed by the Commission to take into account their specific characteristics as defined in the article. The Commission will take in due consideration this ruling for future proposals.
· "Calls on the Commission when proposing legislative acts in respect of costs for hygiene, health and safety-related investments and investments related to working conditions, to facilitate a holistic and appropriately tailored approach" (paragraph 21):

Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) No 2015/531 identifying the costs eligible for support from the European Maritime and Fisheries Fund in order to improve hygiene, health, safety and working conditions of fishermen, protect and restore marine biodiversity and ecosystems, mitigate climate change and increase the energy efficiency of fishing vessels aims at providing a global approach to investments on board fishing vessels that fosters and complies with the relevant provisions of Regulation (EU) No 508/2014 on the European Fisheries and Maritime Fund.
· "Calls on the Commission when proposing legislative acts with regard to the criteria for calculation of additional costs resulting from the specific handicaps of ORs, to also consider the impact of climatic and geographical conditions and depredation" (paragraph 22):

Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) No 1046/2014 on the criteria for the calculation of the additional costs incurred by operators in the fishing, farming, processing and marketing of certain fishery and aquaculture products from the ORs foresees that the Member States shall calculate the additional costs on the basis of the ORs' structural, social and economic situation, which is compounded by their remoteness, insularity, small size, difficult topography, economic dependence on a few products, and special climatic conditions.
· "Encourages, therefore, the introduction of active (e.g. surveillance) and passive measures, such as negotiations with OR neighbouring countries with which Sustainable Fisheries Partnership Agreements (SFPAs) have not yet been signed" (paragraph 24);
· "Calls for genuine consideration to be given to the interests of ORs when fisheries agreements are concluded with third countries, including by laying down obligations to land catches in the ORs or to employ personnel from the ORs on vessels" (paragraph 26);
· "Stresses the need to carry out impact assessments for the ORs whenever they are affected by fisheries agreements concluded between the EU and third countries, in accordance with the provisions of Article 349 TFEU" (paragraph 27):

The Commission already incorporates, through consultation with Member States and relevant stakeholders, these considerations in the framework of SFPAs.
ORs are taken into consideration in the negotiation directives that the Council gives to the Commission for SFPAs negotiations, and then in every step of the negotiating process. The objective is to guarantee the fleets of ORs a fair share in the fishing opportunities obtained through these agreements, fully taking into account the type of activity and characteristics of the vessels concerned.

In addition, evaluations of SFPAs which are conducted regularly (ex post and ex ante) are looking at the impact of SFPAs on the ORs (https://ec.europa.eu/fisheries/cfp/international/agreements). This being said, when reviewing the guidelines for evaluations of SFPAs, the importance of taking into account the ORs' needs and interests will be further reinforced.
· "Considers that data collection on stocks and the assessment of the impact of small-scale vessels in the ORs have to be improved in order to reinforce the scientific basis for fishing opportunities in the ORs" (paragraph 32):

The Data Collection Framework already foresees an increased coverage of data on OR fisheries through the new EU multi-annual programme adopted in 2016. The Commission will nevertheless consider what additional research and data collection would be necessary to better understand and underpin the management of fisheries in the ORs.

· "[…] calls on the Commission to encourage and support aquaculture development projects" (paragraph 34):

Under the EMFF, around EUR 19 million have been allocated by the three Member States concerned to support aquaculture projects in ORs; this corresponds to approximately 5% of the total budget to aquaculture in these Member States. Aquaculture research and development projects are also supported through Horizon 2020 – more than EUR 85 million have already been allocated to this sector between 2014 and 2017, and more projects will be funded in the coming years.

· "Advocates the establishment, as part of Horizon 2020, of research and development programmes in the area of fisheries that bring together the various economic and social operators, thus helping the development of new fishing technologies and methods able to boost the sector’s competitiveness and enhance its potential for economic growth and job creation among local populations" (paragraph 37):

Horizon 2020 supports fisheries research that includes economic and social operators, following a participatory approach. Several projects are developing new fishing technologies in order to reduce bycatches and discards and to have less impact on marine ecosystems. The competiveness of the European seafood sector is also addressed by two ongoing H2020 projects. Organisations from ORs are eligible to participate both as coordinators and as partners in H2020 projects.
This being said, the Commission will consider what specific emphasis on ORs may be included in future calls for projects under Horizon 2020 and the EMFF.

· "Recommends that the future CFP take full account of the specific features of the ORs and enable them to realise the strong economic, social and environmental potential created by the sustainable and rational development of the fisheries sector in the ORs; points out, in this context, the need to reconsider the basis for the fleet segmentation – aimed at securing an objective evaluation of the balance between fishing opportunities and fishing capacity of the ORs’ artisanal fleet, which uses highly selective fishing gear – by fostering the improvement of the fleet’s technical characteristics with precarious propulsion power and/ or stability which might pose a risk to crew safety in adverse weather conditions, in line with the objective scientific criteria used in shipbuilding, without giving rise to an increase in unsustainable fishing activity" (paragraph 38):

The Commission will consider all these aspects when establishing the renewed EU Strategy for Outermost Regions and when reviewing the relevant legislation on fisheries.

· "Calls on the Commission, in order to allow the survival of the fisheries sector in the ORs and in compliance with the principles of differential treatment for small islands and territories mentioned in Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 14, to introduce supporting measures based on Article 349 of the TFEU to allow the funding (at EU or national level) of the ORs’ artisanal and traditional fishing vessels which land all their catches in ports in the ORs and contribute to local sustainable development, so as to increase human safety, comply with European hygiene standards, fight IUU fishing and achieve greater environmental efficiency; notes that this fishing fleet renewal must remain within the limits of authorised capacity ceilings, must be restricted to the replacement of an old vessel by a new one, and must allow sustainable fishing and reaching the Maximum Sustainable Yield (MSY) objective" (paragraph 40);

· "Proposes that the aid intensity for engine replacement in the ORs be increased where scientific evidence indicates that climate conditions and climate change have a decisive negative impact on the ORs’ fleets" (paragraph 41);

· "Calls on the Commission to look into the possibility of establishing, as soon as possible, an instrument specifically dedicated to supporting fisheries in the ORs, along the lines of the POSEI scheme for agriculture, that would make it possible to properly exploit their fisheries potential; believes that consideration should be given to the possibility of bringing together in this specific instrument, in particular, the provisions of Article 8 (State aid), Article 13(5) (Budgetary resources under shared management), Article 70 (Compensation regime), Article 71 (Calculation of the compensation), Article 72 (Compensation plan) and Article 73 (State aid for implementing compensation plans) of the existing EMFF" (paragraph 42):

The Commission will examine the proposals of paragraphs 40, 41 and 42 in the context of the renewed EU Strategy for ORs and in view of the future financial instruments post-2020, following close consultation with stakeholders and on the basis of appropriate science and impact assessment. When doing so, the Commission will ensure that there is coherence with SDG 14.6 and that it does not undermine the EU position in international fora, notably in the Rules Negotiating Group of the World Trade Organisation.
· "Recommends creating better incentives under a future EMFF to encourage young people to work in the maritime economy, particularly by means of vocational training and by promoting measures that improve incomes, job security and the overall sustainable organisation of the maritime economy in the ORs" (paragraph 45):

The Commission is engaged to incentivize Member States to allocate a more substantial part of their financial envelopes to strengthen the means available for improving training and job opportunities for young people in the broader maritime economy. It will also look at all possible ways, including EMMF direct funding (blue carrier calls) to encourage education, training and mobility for young people in the blue economy sectors, particularly those with high growth potential.
�	https://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/staff-working-document-sustainable-garment-value-chains-through-eu-development-action_en


�	� HYPERLINK "http://www.consilium.europa.eu/press-releases-pdf/2017/5/47244659552_en.pdf" �http://www.consilium.europa.eu/press-releases-pdf/2017/5/47244659552_en.pdf�


�	� HYPERLINK "http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2013/july/tradoc_151601.pdf" �http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2013/july/tradoc_151601.pdf� 


�	Directive 2014/95/EU


� 	Commission recommendation C(2017) 2600 final of 26.4.2017 on the European Pillar of Social Rights


�	SWD(2015) 182 final


�	� HYPERLINK "https://ec.europa.eu/commission/sites/beta-political/files/reflection-paper-globalisation_en.pdf" �https://ec.europa.eu/commission/sites/beta-political/files/reflection-paper-globalisation_en.pdf� 


�	Regulation (EU) No 235/2014, OJ L77, 15.3.2014, p. 85.


�	Regulation (EU) No 233/2014, OJ L 77, 15.3.2014.


�	Council doc. 10491/09 of 29 May 2009


� 	COM(2015) 497 final


�	(� HYPERLINK "http://europa.eu/youreurope/business/funding-grants/access-to-finance/" �http://europa.eu/youreurope/business/funding-grants/access-to-finance/�)


�	Buying Social – A guide to taking into account social considerations in Public procurement: � HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/social/BlobServlet?docId=6457&langId=en" �http://ec.europa.eu/social/BlobServlet?docId=6457&langId=en�





1

