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Brief analysis/ assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
This resolution contains a number of requests for action from the European Commission to reduce food waste and improve food safety in the context of resource efficiency. Recognising the need for a holistic approach and co-ordinated action by all players, the resolution includes calls for action from all key players to prevent food waste throughout the food value chain including the Commission, Member States, regional and local authorities, food business operators and other relevant stakeholders.

In particular, the resolution calls on the Commission to: (1) prepare an action plan on food waste covering different policy areas; (2) lay down a common methodology for measuring food waste by 31 December 2017; (3) propose a definition for food waste and food losses; (4) assess EU legislation on date marking as to whether a) the  practice of the "best before" and "use by" in the Member States is fit for purpose, b) it might be beneficial to remove certain dates from some products, and c) it might be advisable to introduce EU guidelines on this issue; (5) explore the possibility and effects of legislation designed to promote the donation of food; (6) undertake a study on the impact of reforms of the Common Agriculture Policy (CAP) and the Common Fishery Policy (CFP) on the generation and reduction of food waste; (7) explore how unfair trade practices in the food supply chain generate food waste and to create a policy framework to combat such practices where necessary; and (8) draw up a report by 31 December 2018 to assess the need for cross-cutting regulatory measures in the sustainable consumption and production sector, and draft an impact report to identify the Regulations whose interaction is acting as a barrier to the development of synergies between sectors, and hindering the use of by-products.

Other aspects related to awareness raising, environmental impact of food waste, the role of public agencies and innovation are also addressed by the resolution.

6.
Responses to the requests and overview of actions by the Commission: Commitment and coordinated policy response at Commission level
The Commission is fully committed to lead EU efforts to fight food losses and waste from farm to fork and make solid progress towards achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) 12.3 of the United Nations
 to halve per capita food waste at the retail and consumer level by 2030, and reduce food losses along the food production and supply chain. Such efforts require focussed coordination of all relevant policies, action at all levels and engagement of all key players in the food value chain.

Food waste prevention is singled out as a priority area for action in the Circular Economy Package and related Action Plan
 published in 2015. The Commission has translated the overall objective set out in the global Sustainable Development Agenda into a clear set of specific commitments and deliverables in order to support implementation of food waste prevention programmes by all actors across the whole food value chain.

The Commission outlined in the Communication on Circular Economy that it will:

· develop a common EU methodology to measure food waste and define relevant indicators;

· create a platform involving Member States and stakeholders in order to support the achievement of the SDG targets on food waste, through the sharing of best practices and the evaluation of progress made over time;

· take measures to clarify EU legislation relating to waste, food and feed, and facilitate food donation and the use of former foodstuffs and by-products from the food chain in feed production without compromising food and feed safety; and

· examine ways to improve the use of date marking by actors in the food chain and its understanding by consumers, in particular the "best before" label.

The Commission has already delivered on a number of actions supporting the fight against food waste and the achievement of the related SDG in this area
. The tools put forward to achieve results and monitor progress have been sharpened. Measurement of food waste is a prerequisite for effective action and, today, EU data on food waste levels are insufficient. The Commission’s waste legislation proposal
 seeks to address this gap in order to support the EU's progress towards the SDG target (see more detailed reply under section "measurement"). Not least, the EU Platform on Food Losses and Food Waste
 (EU Platform), bringing together all key actors from the public and private sectors, was established as of August 2016 in order to help accelerate the EU's progress towards the SDG target of halving food waste by 2030 and reducing food losses along the production and supply chains. At its first meeting held in November 2016, members welcomed the creation of this new forum dedicated to action and an effective means of facilitating sharing of information, learning and best practice in food waste prevention (see detailed reply under section "EU Platform on Food Losses and Food Waste").

Combating food waste cannot jeopardise the EU food safety system. Any action taken must be consistent with Regulation (EU) 178/2002
 (so-called "General Food Law"), which lays down the general principles and requirements of food law in order to protect human and animal health. In addition, Regulation (EC) No 882/2004
 aims to create an integrated and uniform approach to official controls along the agri-food chain, and provides the Commission with audit and control powers in the Member States and third countries, including the power to take action at EU level. Its overall aim is to prevent any risks which may arise in the food value chain, either directly or via the environment, for human beings and animals and, where not possible to eliminate potential risks, to reduce these to an acceptable level. The General Food Law also seeks to guarantee fair practices as regards trade in food and feed and ensure protection of consumers' interests, including labelling of food and feed and any other form of information intended for consumers (paragraphs 30 and 31).

Regarding the evaluation of the potential impact on food waste of new legislative proposals, the Commission considers that this question may be explored where relevant and appropriate, as part of the general assessment of the environmental, social and economic impacts (paragraph 7).

EU Platform on Food Losses and Food Waste

As outlined in the Circular Economy Action Plan, the Commission established in 2016 a new multi-stakeholder platform, involving Member States, international organisations and actors in the food value chain, in order help all players in defining measures needed to achieve the food waste SDG, facilitate inter-sector co-operation, and share best practice. In order to facilitate work in targeted areas, the EU Platform operates in sub-groups: two such sub-groups have been established to support work related to food donation and food waste measurement. In order to share experience, learning and business cases for food waste prevention, the Commission will create a new sub-group on "action and implementation". Digital tools will be established by the end of 2017 to improve collaboration and exchange between members on best practice and allow non-members access to some of its resources and functions. In doing so, the Commission will collaborate with the Horizon 2020 project REFRESH
 in the development of a virtual Community of Experts to facilitate sharing of knowledge, learning and experience in food waste prevention (paragraph 43). The overall objective of the REFRESH project aims to develop strategic agreements or "frameworks of action" to reduce food waste involving governments, business and local stakeholders in four pilot countries (Spain, Germany, Hungary, and the Netherlands). These concrete deliverables will be shared through the EU Platform on Food Losses and Food waste to support implementation of national food waste prevention policies throughout the EU (paragraph 94).

As regards the availability of proceedings of the EU Platform in all 24 working languages, the Terms of Reference of the Platform specify that the working language of the Platform is English (paragraph 41). The EU Platform operates in accordance with the Commission’s rules on expert groups
. In accordance with these rules, the European Parliament receives meeting agendas and documents when these are shared with the members of the expert group, and it can ask to be invited by the Commission to attend the meetings (paragraph 40).
Food donation

The Commission is aware that the lack of knowledge as how various provisions in EU legislation (for example, related to food hygiene, food information to consumers) apply to food donation, and that different interpretation of relevant rules can create legal and operational barriers to food distribution in the EU. As a consequence, food donation is not used to its full potential in order to fight against food poverty and prevent food waste. As specified in the Communication on the Circular Economy Action Plan, the Commission will take steps to facilitate the common understanding and application of EU legislation relevant to food donation. This includes a commitment to develop EU food donation guidelines in order to facilitate compliance of providers (i.e. food donors) and recipients of surplus food (i.e. food banks and other charity organisations) with relevant EU legislation in the current regulatory framework (for example, food safety, food hygiene, food information to consumers, traceability, VAT, etc.) as well as ensure common interpretation of relevant EU rules by regulatory authorities in the Member States.

The issue of date marking is specifically addressed including clarification to how eggs may be redistributed to reduce egg waste within the current regulatory framework (paragraph 11). The EU guidelines will also clarify the application of relevant legislation regarding language requirements and on the provision of information critical for food safety e.g. on allergens (paragraph 98). The elaboration of the EU guidelines, in cooperation with members of the EU Platform on Food Losses and Food Waste, is well advanced
 and shall be finalised by the end of 2017.

In preparing such guidelines, the Commission is vigilant that these may not be misused from their original intent and lead to the creation of an alternative market for redistributed products. Such a situation would have an unfavorable impact on food producers, thereby discouraging businesses from donation and reducing the supply of donated food (paragraphs 109 and 110).

The EU guidelines on food donation will clarify the relationship between the primary responsibility of food business operators, which is governed by the General Food Law, and the liability, which is in the competence of national legal order, when food safety issues arise in the context of food donation.

Taking into account that uncertainty about the liability may curtail the engagement of food industry in food donation activities, it is important that national rules and/ or guidance clarify how responsibility and liability are assessed in the context of food donation. The specific legislation introduced in Italy, the so-called "Good Samaritan" law, is one example of such national rules, which may or may not be applicable to the legal order of other Member States (paragraph 104).
The Collective Awareness Platforms for Sustainability and Social Innovation of the Commission
 (CAPS) aim at designing and piloting online platforms to create awareness on sustainability problems and putting in place collective solutions. Its fields of activity focus, amongst others, on collaborative consumption and environmental actions. For example, SavingFood
 is a CAPS project and seeks to create social movement for reducing food waste, by engaging all actors of the food waste cycle to become part of the solution. A range of start-ups and businesses use the FIWARE platform
, co-funded by the Commission to create new technologies that address all parts of the food system. The FIWARE platform is used to challenge the agribusiness industry and harness technology as an enabler for reorganising our food systems, from the farm to the plate and to our waste disposal processes. Amongst others it supports start-ups that connect farmers to food banks and other charities, so that surplus food can be consumed by the communities, families and households that need it the most.

The collection and distribution of donated food may be financed by the Fund for European Aid to the Most Deprived (FEAD)
 when this is foreseen in the FEAD operational programme. The Commission has proposed to amend Regulation (EU) No 223/2014
 to further facilitate the use of food donations under the fund. The EU guidelines on food donation will further clarify aspects in this regard (paragraphs 106 and 107).
The Commission is currently preparing modalities for the possible use by Member States of intervention stocks under FEAD. However, market measures such as public intervention or private storage can be used only as a safety net when there is a severe crisis affecting the market with the aim of avoiding supporting structural imbalance (paragraph 106).
Tax barriers should not prevent the donation of food to food banks and other charitable organisations
. Introducing an exemption to the application of VAT rules to food donation is however susceptible to creating new barriers as donors would no longer be able to recuperate the VAT paid on the foods donated.

It is for this reason that the Commission, in line with guidelines agreed by the EU VAT Committee, recommends that, in dealing with VAT, the value of donated foods should be adjusted according to the circumstances and the state of the foods at the time of donation. This still leaves donors the possibility of recuperating the VAT paid on the foods donated.

When food donations are made close to either the "best before" or the "use by" date or the foods are not fit for sale but can be safely consumed, these circumstances should be taken into account by Member States when determining the VAT due, which could even be zero in cases where the foods genuinely have no value
 (paragraph 105).
Measurement

The Commission has sought to ensure that provisions related to food waste prevention proposed in the revision of the Waste Framework Directive
 are clear, implementable and coherent in the EU regulatory framework. The Commission is aware that EU data on food waste are to date insufficient. The Commission’s proposal requires that Member States monitor and report amounts of food waste generated. On that basis, the Commission will adopt an implementing act laying down a harmonised methodology on food waste measurement at EU level, describing what material constitutes food waste, at each stage of the food supply chain, i.e. production, distribution and consumption. The methodology shall provide detailed rules on how food waste should be quantified, and the type of data to be collected and reported for the purposes of meeting the monitoring and reporting obligations. In order to speed up the process, the Commission has already started consultations with experts in the context of the EU Platform and its relevant sub-group on food waste measurement
.
EU legislation lays down already definitions for "food" and "waste"
. For this reason the Commission did not introduce a specific definition for "food waste" in its proposal on the revision of the Waste Framework Directive. Similarly, as the Commission considers that the waste hierarchy defined in the Waste Framework Directive fully applies to food waste, the Commission did not propose a specific food waste hierarchy. Both aspects are part of the discussions of the ongoing trilogue negotiations on the revision of the Waste Framework Directive (paragraph 22).

Date marking

In accordance with Regulation (EU) No 1169/2011 on the provision of food information to consumers
, the indication of "best before" or "use by" dates (so-called "date marking") in food labelling aims to help consumers to make safe and optimum use of foods. This information indicates the length of time a food can be stored and utilized under specified storage conditions.

While date marking is required by law, the type of date marking and length of shelf-life are chosen by food business operators, under their own responsibility, with the exception of eggs (for which date marking is prescribed by EU legislation
).

It is generally known that consumers' knowledge and understanding of date marking, as well as of how to store and use foods at home, influence the amount of food waste. 

To this end the Commission is actively exploring ways to improve the use and understanding of date marking by all relevant actors, namely food business operators, consumers, and public authorities, in order to prevent food which is still safe and edible from being thrown away
. It has carried out studies
 on consumer understanding and behaviour; produced a leaflet which provides further information on the meaning of "best before" and "use by" dates as well as the translation of the terms in each of the national languages of Member States. The Commission has also published an infographic to help clarify the meaning of these concepts, as well as recent findings regarding consumer understanding of these terms
. Member States and stakeholder organisations also pursue information campaigns and develop tools to advise consumers and food business operators as to when to throw away food and when not to, in relation to date marking
.

In 2016, the Commission has launched a study in order to collect sufficient information as to how food business operators and national authorities utilise date marking and other information provided on the labels, (e.g. product use/ storage), and assess the possible impact of these practices on food waste
.

Findings from this research are expected by end 2017 and will support future policy making in relation to date marking and food waste prevention. Any review with respect to the current rules on date marking, if appropriate, can only be considered following analysis of the study's results (paragraphs 52 and 53).

Refrigeration temperature

Regulation (EC) No 853/2004
 lays down harmonised temperature requirements for food of animal origin which are not temperature stable. Such harmonised temperature requirements apply at all stages of production, processing, transport and storage of food of animal origin with the exception of the retail stage, when directly delivering to the final consumer, where they are mostly not harmonised at EU level. Direct delivery to the final consumer is a local activity and therefore temperature conditions should be managed by national authorities in line with the subsidiarity principle (paragraph 62).

Former foodstuffs in feed production

As regards the promotion of higher-grade use of unused food, the Commission has proposed to exclude all former foodstuffs intended for animal nutrition from the Waste Framework Directive, and is developing guidelines to facilitate the safe use of former foodstuffs as animal feed, thereby keeping valuable nutrients in the food supply chain. The removal of unnecessary regulatory burden and legal clarity are considered the most important incentives to increase the valorisation of unused food as feed. The Commission has already launched several research projects in this field. The underlying principle is that the safety and integrity of the food chain, which starts with feed, shall not be undermined (paragraphs 33, 38 and 39).

Animal welfare
Poor animal welfare is indeed generating losses in terms of mortality but also impact on quality of food. Ensuring high welfare standards is therefore an integral part of a sustainable food policy, respecting not only the animals but also the resources needed to produce them. Animal welfare is no longer seen as an additional extra, but as an integral part of the decision making process for policies on animal health, food safety and quality. The multidimensional nature of animal welfare has major impacts on the environment and use of natural resources. Following the adoption of Regulation (EU) 2017/625 on official controls
 in March 2017, the Commission will designate EU reference centres for animal welfare. The centres will provide scientific and technical assistance to relevant national support networks and bodies in the area of animal welfare, development and application of the animal welfare indicators, and methods for the assessment of animal welfare and its improvement.

Furthermore, the Commission established in 2017 an EU Animal Welfare Platform to encourage the better application of EU legislation on animal welfare, through the exchange of information and the direct involvement of stakeholders (paragraph 85).
Common Agriculture Policy (CAP)
As regards the common agriculture policy (CAP)
, the Commission will consider food losses and food waste in its work for the preparation of the next CAP
, taking into account that:
· agriculture primary production only generates limited food losses which is a different issue from that of food waste as covered by the waste framework Directive;
· the Rural Development policy provides already a set of measures which can be used for preventing and reducing food waste and food losses;

· investments under rural development programmes already support the prevention of food waste in the processing sector (e.g. by cooperatives for improving storage capacities) and the efforts to be made in the future should be proportionate to the importance of the problem, which is limited (paragraphs 73, 113 and 115).

Common Fisheries Policy (CFP)

Although the fight against food waste is not amongst the direct objectives of the common fisheries policy (CFP)
, the Commission recalls that the 2014 CFP contains measures that can have a direct impact on food waste: the gradual implementation of the landing obligation, which is expected to increase selectivity and thus reduce unwanted catches, and the abolishment of compensation for market withdrawals of fish. Through the reform of the CFP, the European Union gave a clear signal to European fisheries to abolish wasteful practices and better align fishing activities with demand. The Commission monitors the implementation of the landing obligation closely, and annually reports to the European Parliament and to the Council on the basis of information provided by Member States, the Advisory Councils, the European Fisheries Control Agency and other relevant sources. The first Commission report was published in June 2016 as a part of the annual Communication on fishing opportunities
 and covered the implementation of the landing obligation in 2015. The second Commission report, covering the implementation of the landing obligation in 2016, was adopted on 5 July 2017, also as a part of the annual Communication on fishing opportunities
. In line with Article 15(14) of Regulation 1380/2013 on the CFP, it contains information on compliance with the landing obligation, including increase in selectivity, and uses and outlets for unwanted catches (paragraphs 113 and 118).

Promote local food, shorter food supply chain 

The Rural Development policy
 offers a wide range of opportunities for promoting local food and promotion in local markets and short-supply circuits through Priority No 3 which aims for "Promoting food chain organisation, including processing and marketing of agricultural products, animal welfare and risk management in agriculture". It focuses on "improving competitiveness of primary producers by better integrating them into the agri-food chain through quality schemes, adding value to agricultural products, promotion in local markets and short circuits, producer groups and organisations and inter-branch organisations"(paragraph 80).

Unfair trade practices
The Commission is examining possible action on unfair trade practices (UTPs). This comes after the November 2016 report of the independent Agricultural Markets Task Force
 that inter alia made recommendations in this area. Discussions in this respect have also been taking place in the context of the High Level Forum for a better functioning food supply chain (HLF)
 and provided input for policy options.
Food contact materials

The Commission has undertaken an evaluation of the current EU legislative framework for food contact materials in order to assess the overall effectiveness, efficiency, relevance, coherence, and EU added value of Regulation (EC) No 1935/2004
, including the functioning of the Regulation in its entirety and the tools used to create specific EU measures under the framework. A follow up of this evaluation, if necessary, will take into account the priorities announced in the Circular Economy Package and Action Plan.

In the context of the current legal framework harmonising the food contact materials at the EU level, the issue of food waste is addressed through the harmonisation of safety rules concerning the active and intelligent food contact materials, in particular for the active food contact materials which are intended to extend the shelf-life or to maintain or improve the condition of packaged food, thus limiting food waste. In this context, the safety rules have been laid down for these materials; in particular, the Union list of authorised substances that may be used in active and intelligent materials will be created, providing for a high level of safety for consumers while making easier the use of these materials within the EU. However, to date the above mentioned legislation has not been fully implemented yet and therefore the application of general safety rules remains with Member States.

In parallel, the Commission has committed to developing a proposal on printed food contact materials, including papers and boards; a reflection concerning different options is ongoing (paragraph 126).

Packaging
The Commission is already conducting work in the area of bio-degradable and compostable food packaging, e.g. ongoing preparation of an implementing act on specifications of labels or marks for biodegradable and compostable plastic carrier bags (paragraph 125).

Water waste

Water is a vital resource in the EU for agriculture and food production, and the reduction of food waste entails also less water waste. The CAP aims to promote a sustainable management of natural resources. The rules of cross compliance concern water protection and one of the priority areas for rural development is restoring, preserving and enhancing ecosystems related to agriculture and forestry, including improving water management and increasing efficiency in water use by agriculture. In addition, the European Innovation Partnership (EIP)
 on Water facilitates the development of innovative solutions to address major European and global water challenges. At the same time, the EIP on Water supports the creation of market opportunities for these innovations, both inside and outside of Europe (paragraphs 121-123).

Horizon 2020 Programme, projects involving agri-food companies designed to facilitate synergies between agriculture and industry

The Commission's 2015 legislative proposal to review the EU Waste Framework Directive 2008/98 contains a number of proposals aimed at facilitating the use of by-products.
Further, from 2014 to 2016, the Bio-Based Industries Joint Undertaking
, a public-private partnership between the Commission and industry, has funded ten research and innovation projects that aim to better use food processing side streams and residues by transforming them into value added products. The Commission's contribution for these ten projects has exceeded EUR 60 million.

There are several other projects funded under the Horizon 2020 Programme
 contributing to reduction of food losses and waste across the food and feed chain, as for example projects directly tackling food waste and losses
, tackling food loss occurred due to mycotoxins
, dealing with short food supply chains if considered that they are better performing in terms of food waste and losses
, dealing with agricultural waste
, and technological and logistic projects
.

Regarding the currently open bottom-up SME topic "Stimulating the innovation potential of SMEs for sustainable and competitive agriculture, forestry, agri-food and bio-based sectors", the "Reduction of food losses and waste on farm and along the value-chain" is one of the priorities in the topic description (paragraph 35).

Healthy Nutritional Standards and voluntary nutrition labelling initiatives
Under current rules, food business operators can communicate nutritional information to consumers within the scope of the EU food law. Regulation (EU) No 1169/2011 on the provision of food information to consumers provides for rules that govern voluntary food labelling of non-prepacked foods, such as in restaurants. Also, Regulation (EC) No 1924/2006 on nutrition and health claims made on foods
 allows Member States under certain conditions to adopt national healthy logos, such as for example the Swedish keyhole symbol, which highlights that the food meets the nutritional criteria supported by the government (paragraph 131).

Work in cooperation with developing countries
The recently adopted New European Consensus on Development states that the EU and its Member States will support agro-ecological practices and actions to reduce post-harvest losses and food waste, as well as to protect soils, conserve water resources, halt, prevent and reverse deforestation, and maintain biodiversity and healthy ecosystems. Sustainable agriculture and food systems, including sustainable fisheries, will have to address the needs of a growing global population while protecting the environment and increasing the efficiency of food systems (paragraph 132).
Inclusion of food waste aspect in catering related tenders

The Commission is looking at how best to integrate food waste prevention objectives in the EU Green Public Procurement criteria
 to be reviewed by the end of 2017 for food procurement and catering services. The EU Green Public Procurement criterion is also taken into account by the Commission catering services (paragraph 133).
Awareness-raising

The resolution calls for several awareness-raising actions. The Commission acknowledges the importance of such actions in relation to combating food waste and undertakes concrete steps in this respect through:

· the work of the EU Platform on Food Losses and Waste
 which, as outlined in its Terms of Reference, covers awareness, information and education campaigns (paragraphs 54, 57 and 60);
· the Pilot Project, initiated by the European Parliament, on food redistribution
, through which the Commission will amongst others support the dissemination of the future EU guidelines on food donation to be adopted by the Commission by the end of 2017 (paragraph 54);
· and the EIP network and the European Network on Rural Development (ENRD) which can contribute to better informing farmers about more efficient management of energy and natural resources throughout the food chain, to facilitate the exchange of expertise and good practices and establish dialogue between farmers, research community and stakeholders with the aim of reducing input costs and better nutrient management and increasing innovation and sustainability within farming systems (paragraph 70).

From the Commission's point of view, discussions on potential European Years should consider what added value such an initiative would offer in relation to activities that are already being carried out by the Commission and by Member States on the specific subject.
The Commission is of the opinion that it is important to bear in mind that, as approved by the European Parliament on the basis of political guidelines, the Commission focuses now its communication activities on the ten political priorities to enhance their effectiveness and coherence (paragraph 55).
Involvement of agencies
As regards the recognition of the role played by public agencies in waste management and combating food waste, it is the Commission's intention to ensure that cooperation with EU agencies and relevant programmes are leveraged fully to provide scientific and technical assistance needed to support food waste prevention efforts. In this context the following activities can be mentioned: 
· The European Environment Agency (EEA) has a responsibility for the analysis of Member States' waste prevention programmes and has held technical meetings with them to exchange best practice on food waste prevention. With strengthened integration of food waste measures in food waste prevention policy (as proposed by the Commission under the revised Waste Framework Directive), the EEA would also review data/ information submitted by Member States in relation to food waste prevention policies, along with other waste streams, and publish a report describing the evolution on an annual basis.

· Following the result of a call launched by the European Institute of Innovation and Technology (EIT) in early 2016, the new Knowledge and Innovation Community (KIC) "EIT Food" – linking 50 partners from leading businesses, research centres and universities across 13 countries – has been recently established. Enhancing sustainability, that is developing solutions to support transition to a Circular bio-Economy model, is one of the six strategic objectives of this Consortium. The KIC aims to boost the skills and entrepreneurial spirit in the sector and unlock the potential of SMEs, which in turn will accelerate innovation, create jobs, benefit business and increase the EU's competitiveness.
Innovation
With regard to boosting innovation in relation to food waste prevention, the Commission has introduced several projects. In particular, the Societal Challenge pillar within Horizon 2020 seeks to find solutions to the major challenges which Europe is facing. These are identified in the Europe 2020 Strategy
 and its flagship initiatives. The Societal Challenge 2 (SC2):
· specifically aims "to secure sufficient supplies of safe, healthy and high quality food and other bio-based products by developing productive, sustainable and resource-efficient primary production systems, fostering related ecosystem services and the recovery of biological diversity, alongside competitive and low-carbon supply, processing and marketing chains" with a budget allocation of EUR 3.85 billion over the period 2014-2020;
· involves investments in research and innovation under SC2, which are expected to contribute to food security, environmental sustainability, and support the transition from a fossil fuel-based economy to a bio-based economy, addressing challenges in sustainable food production and processing; in its work programme (WP) 2014-2015, there are two specific innovation actions for about EUR 30 million foreseen;
· in WP 2016-2017, involves grants projects of an amount of EUR 14 million looking after innovative solutions for sustainable food packaging.
Under SC2, it is the Commission's intention to continue financial support (EUR 20 million) for projects focussing on an integrated system innovation approach for recycling and valorising urban biowaste, including food waste, for the production of high-value biobased products.

In addition, the Rural Development policy and the European Innovation Partnership promote innovation and investment in new and processing technologies in agricultural production that can contribute to reduce food losses at farm level and food wastage in the food supply chain (paragraphs 64 and 124).
In conclusion, the individual actions outlined in this document underline the holistic approach of the Commission to achieve the overall objective of the SDG 12.3 to halve per capita food waste at the retail and consumer level by 2030, and reduce food losses along the food production and supply chain. The European Commission is committed to continue these activities in a coordinated manner across all relevant policy areas to reduce food losses and food waste.
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