Follow-up to the European Parliament non-legislative resolution of 13 June 2017 on cost-effectiveness of the 7th Framework Programme
2015/2318 (INI)

1.
Rapporteur: Inés AYALA SENDER (S&D/ES) and Martina DLABAJOVÁ (ALDE/CZ)
2.
EP reference number: A8-0194/2017 / P8_TA-PROV(2017)0246

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 13 June 2017
4.
Subject: Cost effectiveness of the Seventh Framework Programme for Research and Innovation
5.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Budgetary Control (CONT)

6.
Brief analysis/ assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The resolution examines the range of information available on the cost-effectiveness of the Seventh Framework Programme (FP7) – ex-post evaluation, public stakeholder consultation, reports from the European Court of Auditors, the Annual Activity Reports and the discharge resolutions– and concludes that "the Commission – overall – managed the FP7 cost effectively".

The resolution also considered the future prospects under the successor programme, Horizon 2020.

Several of the specific requests will be taken into account in the normal development of the programme, the mid-term assessment of Horizon 2020 or in the work leading up to a future Framework Programme. These requests will enter into the normal process of legislative development. A number of requests or observations have already been dealt with in the discharge process 2015 and its follow up.

The report also calls on Member States to make an extra effort to meet the target of 3% of GDP being invested in research and innovation.
7.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:
With regard to specific requests in the resolution, the position of the Commission is as follows:

Increase the role of the National Contact Points
The Commission is in constant contact with the National Contact Points (NCPs), and fully understands their importance. In particular, training of the NCPs has been increased in Horizon 2020, and the exchange of information has been facilitated.

Publish the Country Specific Recommendations in the Annual Activity Reports of DGs
The Commission has already rejected this request in the context of the discharge. Country Specific Recommendations (CSRs) are made by the Commission, not by individual DGs. They are already available publicly. The Commission however accepts to provide an appropriate summary of the CSRs in the annual activity reports.

Take measures to ensure equal pay for researchers doing the same work within the same project

Under the rules of the Framework Programme the Commission generally reimburses the actual salary costs of researchers working on its research projects. These salaries are set by the employer, not the Commission, and are a matter for the institution or business employing the staff member.

For Horizon 2020 the Commission has taken special measures to ensure, for non-profit entities, that additional remuneration of personnel assigned to the action is an eligible cost.
The Commission is unable to take additional measures within the current Rules for Participation.
Nevertheless, in the Marie Skłodowska-Curie actions (MSCA), which focus on the human resources behind research and innovation, all researchers recruited in a project receive the same MSCA-allowances, based on unit costs and weighted by a country correction coefficient (CCC).
Provide a list, by nationality, of all the enterprises listed on the stock exchange and/ or which show a profit in their annual statement of accounts and which receive funds from Horizon 2020

The Commission does not possess the information requested.

The current rules set by the legislative authority do not make any discrimination between types of beneficiary in financing rates or eligible costs.

Ensure that Horizon 2020's best practices are used in defining the next Framework Programme
The Commission agrees; this will be part of the standard process of development of legislation.

Provide more funding for innovation
An assessment of the needs for financing of different priorities will be part of the standard process of development of legislation.

Ensure greater flexibility between budgets of the different sub-programmes so as to avoid a lack of funding for those projects qualified as excellent
An assessment of the need for greater flexibility in budgeting will be part of the standard process of development of legislation. However, the underlying reason for the lack of funding for those projects qualified as excellent is the volume of applications for funding, not a lack of flexibility.

Call on the Commission to ensure that modernisations introduced under Horizon 2020 are applied in a similar way in other policy areas
An assessment of all the rules in all expenditure areas will be undertaken by the Commission as part of the standard process of development of legislation.

Call on the Member States to make an extra effort to meet the target of 3% of GDP being invested in research
This is directed to the Member States, although the Commission supports all efforts to meet the Europe 2020 targets.

Call on the Commission to examine the possibility of proposing a Science Covenant at local, regional and national level
The Commission considers that the existing Knowledge Exchange Platform (KEP) sufficiently covers the demand of the European Parliament. The KEP was launched in October 2015 and its main objective is to present new research and innovation solutions, innovative products and best practice in response to the numerous societal challenges facing local and regional authorities in Europe today. In 2016, KEP focused on Bioeconomy and Key Enabling Technologies, and in 2017, KEP concentrates on Energy and Public Sector Innovation.

KEP is being implemented through Thematic Seminars, Peer-to-Peer Events and Showcasing. In these cases, stakeholders meet Commission experts, local and regional authorities, and researchers with ongoing projects related to the topics related to this KEP. They allow for an exchange of views on the current state of play and outlook in the subject areas in question.

The experience until today has demonstrated that KEP reaches out and mobilises new regional and local policy-makers and actors and benefits all the actors involved. Through KEP, the Commission learns from local and regional cases and realities on the ground. KEP also supports the creation of synergies (including the Seal of Excellence initiative) between Horizon 2020 and other Community-funded programmes.

Further improve the feedback loops and the communication between the Commission and the executive agencies
The Commission has already taken actions to resolve this issue.
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