Follow up to the European Parliament resolution of 18 May on 
making relocation happen

2017/2685 (RSP)

1.
Joint Resolution tabled pursuant to Rule 123(2) of the European Parliament's Rules of Procedure by EPP, S&D, ALDE, GUE and Greens groups
2.
EP reference number: RC-B8-0340/2017 / P8_TA-PROV(2017)0230
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 18 May 2017
4.
Subject: State of play in relocation, and in particular of the 160,000 asylum seekers from Italy and Greece
5.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs (LIBE)
6.
Brief analysis/ assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:

The resolution recalls that the Member States had undertaken to relocate 160,000 asylum seekers from Italy and Greece, out of which 54,000 can be used for the admission of Syrian refugees from Turkey, although the number of people eligible for relocation present in Italy and Greece is below what is foreseen in the Council decisions. As of 27 April 2017, only 17,903 asylum seekers had been relocated from Greece and Italy, i.e. 11% of the 160,000 relocations.

The resolution points out that only asylum seekers who were already in Greece before 20 March 2016 are actually considered eligible for relocation.

It also points out that only asylum seekers belonging to a nationality for which the average recognition rate is 75% or higher can be relocated. Iraqis are no longer eligible for relocation because they no longer meet this criterion. The resolution also indicates that Afghans are the second largest group of asylum seekers in the EU with an asylum recognition rate of 56.7% and should be eligible for relocation.

In its eighth report on relocation and resettlement, the Commission has also set a monthly target for the relocation of 3,000 asylum seekers from Greece and 1,500 asylum seekers from Italy (as of 1 April 2017). The December 2016 European Council endorsed the joint action plan on the implementation of the EU-Turkey Statement, which included the relocation target for Greece. Despite some progress, only Finland and Malta are on track to meet their relocation obligations.

The resolution recalls that legally the relocation measures do not absolve Member States from fully implementing the provisions of Regulation (EU) No 604/2013 (Dublin) relating to family reunification and the special protection of unaccompanied minors and the discretionary clause concerning humanitarian grounds.

In this context, the resolution calls on the Member States to respect their obligations under Council decisions and to systematically relocate asylum seekers from Greece and Italy, including those who have arrived after 20 March 2016.

The resolution calls on Member States to give priority to the relocation of unaccompanied minors and other vulnerable applicants.

The resolution points out that the Commission has undertaken to make use of the prerogatives conferred on it by the Treaties if the Member States do not rapidly relocate more people.

Lastly, the resolution calls on the Commission to propose the extension of the relocation measures until the recast of the Dublin Regulation has been adopted.

7.
Reply to these requests and outlook regarding the action that the Commission has taken or intends to take:

· "Welcomes the Commission’s announcement in its tenth report on relocation and resettlement of 2 March 2017 that it will not hesitate to make use of its powers under the Treaties if Member States do not increase their relocations soon; understands that this would include infringement proceedings" (paragraph 5):
The Commission has repeatedly reminded Member States of their legal obligations under the Council Decisions on relocation, and called on those Member States that have yet to pledge and relocate from Greece and from Italy to do so immediately.
Regrettably, despite these repeated calls, the Czech Republic, Hungary and Poland, in breach of their legal obligations stemming from the Council Decisions and their commitments to other Member States, have yet to take the necessary action.
For this reason, the Commission, as the Guardian of the Treaties, launched infringement procedures against these three Member States on 13 June 2017.

· "[…] calls on the Commission to propose extending relocation measures until the adoption of the recast Dublin Regulation, in line with the terms of its proposal of 4 May 2016 (COM(2016)0270)" (Paragraph 7):

As referred to in the Commission's Relocation and Resettlement Reports, Member States' legal obligations do not stop after September 2017. Therefore, the relocation procedure must still be carried out by the Member States for eligible applicants within a reasonable timeframe thereafter.

The Commission is not planning any amendment, extension or renewal of the Council Decisions on relocation at the moment. The priority now is to relocate all those who are eligible for relocation and present in Italy and Greece by September 2017. Moreover, to put the arrangements for handling crisis situations on a firmer footing, it is imperative that the European Parliament and the Council make progress on the negotiations on the Dublin proposal as a matter of urgency.
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