Follow up to the European Parliament resolution of 1st June 2017 on 
combating anti-Semitism
2017/2692 (RSP)
1.
Resolution tabled pursuant to Rule 123(2) of the European Parliament's Rules of Procedure by the EPP, S&D and ALDE Groups
2.
EP reference number: B8-0383/2017 / P8_TA-PROV(2017)0243

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 1 June 2017

4.
Subject: Combating anti-Semitism

5.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: LIBE

6.
Brief analysis/ assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The resolution takes a holistic view on tackling anti-Semitism in the framework of tackling rising hatred and intolerance through judicial and law enforcement measures, combating illegal hate speech on social media, supporting civil society and Jewish communities, countering biased presentation of Jews or Jewish life in media and education as well as better education for teachers and students.

Key aspects include a call on the responsibility of Member States to provide adequate security for Jewish Communities and premises, appoint national special envoys, following the EC example, and implement the Framework decision on combating racism and xenophobia (2008). The resolution calls upon EU institutions and their agencies as well as Member States to "adopt and apply" the non-legally binding working definition on anti-Semitism by the International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance (IHRA) to better identify and monitor anti-Semitic incidents as well as educating law enforcement authorities. The resolution recognises the Commission's progress in combating anti-Semitism, and reinforces the European commitment to tackle anti-Semitism in a cross-border manner.

7.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:

The Commission is strongly committed to fighting against anti-Semitism and has always expressed its determination to make use of all means available under the Treaties to that aim.

a)
Regarding the call for Union institutions and agencies to adopt and apply the working definition of anti-Semitism employed by the International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance (IHRA), on 24 January 2017, the International Holocaust Remembrance Day, Commissioner for Justice Vera Jourová already welcomed the non-legally binding IHRA working definition on anti-Semitism as a "useful tool" for recognising anti-Semitism and for education purposes, and made it available on the anti-Semitism webpage of the European Commission. This approach was reiterated by the Commission in the European Parliament plenary debate of 31 May 2017.

b)
As regards the appointment of a Commission Coordinator on combating anti-Semitism in December 2015, this has significantly contributed to increase the Commission's understanding of the main concerns at stake in the Jewish communities and organisations. This expertise feeds into the Commission's overall actions and policies, including in the areas of preventing and combating racism and xenophobia more broadly, of education or security.

c)
Concerning the important role of civil society organisations and education in preventing and combating all forms of hatred and intolerance, and the call for increasing financial support, the Rights, Equality and Citizenship (REC) programme put a specific focus on combating anti-Semitism in its programme priorities. EUR 5.5 million is available in calls for proposals for civil society actors in 2017.
The Europe for Citizens Programme supports, under its Remembrance strand, initiatives that raise awareness of remembrance, the common history and values of the European Union, and commemorate the victims of totalitarian regimes, including the Holocaust, with around EUR 35 million.
d)
On the need to provide enforcement authorities with targeted training on combating hate crime and discrimination, the need to set up dedicated anti-hate crime units in police forces where such units do not yet already exist, and the call for EU agencies and international organisations to assist Member States in providing such training, the Commission encourages hate crime training for law enforcement and criminal justice authorities and promotes best practices, including hate crime police units, in the context of the EU High Level Group on combating racism, xenophobia and other forms of intolerance (a dedicated session in December 2016 resulted in informal operational guidance to this effect for national authorities) and through targeted EU funding. The Commission offers under its REC programme funding for projects by national authorities and civil society organisations focussed on hate crime training. A restricted call for proposals for public authorities on preventing and combating racism, xenophobia and other forms of intolerance, and in particular hate crime and hate speech, of EUR 1.5 million was made available in 2017.
The European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights (FRA) published in 2013 a manual on "Fundamental-right based police training – A manual for police trainers", which is currently being updated. The FRA also contributes to the design and delivery of training courses, and assists in facilitating cooperation of national authorities with civil society organisations.

The European Union Agency for Law Enforcement Training (CEPOL) has made available training material on hate crimes including webinars and residential activities. CEPOL is now working on the development of a package of further targeted resources of hate crime training. CEPOL awards grants to national training institutions for the implementation of its training portfolio, and supports exchanges and study visits through the "European police exchange programme".

e)
Regarding the call for the EU to step up efforts to ensure that a comprehensive and efficient system is put in place for the systematic collection of reliable, relevant and comparable data on hate crimes, disaggregated by motivation and including acts of terrorism, the FRA compiles annually anti-Semitic incidents collected by international, governmental and non-governmental sources. In addition, it includes a section that presents evidence from international organisations. The FRA-led Subgroup on methodologies for recording and collecting data on hate crime of the EU High Level Group on combating racism, xenophobia and other forms of intolerance is working on identifying with Member States core common elements for a methodology to record data on hate crime incidents, improving data comparability across the Member States.

f)
On the request to increase financial support for targeted activities and educational projects, to build up and strengthen partnerships with Jewish communities and institutions, and to encourage exchanges between children and young people of different faiths via joint activities, launching and supporting awareness-raising campaigns in that regard, following the 2015 Paris Declaration of EU Ministers of Education and Commissioner Navracsics, funding under Erasmus+ was substantially increased for projects promoting social inclusion, shared values and intercultural understanding, and included in general policy priorities for the fields of education, training, youth and sport.
The ET 2020 Working Group on promoting citizenship and the common values of freedom, tolerance and non-discrimination through education will hold a session on discrimination and intercultural dialogue, in which the need for Holocaust and Human Rights education and an adequate curriculum to teach it will be discussed with Member States.
Already existing structures between the EU and Member States will be used to further disseminate the importance of presenting Jews and Jewish life unbiased and encourage interfaith and intercultural projects and exchanges.

g)
Concerning the call for the Commission to closely liaise with international actors such as UNESCO, the OSCE and the Council of Europe, as well as other international partners, in order to combat anti-Semitism at international level, the Commission is in regular contact with the Council of Europe, the Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights of the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE-ODHIR) and UNESCO to exchange about ways forward in addressing anti-Semitism internationally. A first UN conference on combating anti-Semitism, co-sponsored by the EU, took place in September 2016.
On 30 May 2017, the Commission organised together with ODHIR, the European Parliament and the European External Action Service a Joint Action Day on anti-Semitism and anti-Muslim hatred where ODHIR presented its guide on security needs of the Jewish community.
More generally, the Council of Europe and ODHIR are part of the Commission-led EU High Level Group on Combating racism, xenophobia and other forms of intolerance which also brings together the EU-28 and civil society organisations.

h)
On the call for the Commission to request advisory status within the International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance (IHRA), the IHRA has expressed its intent to invite the Commission to acquire Permanent International Partner (PIP) Status. The Commission is considering ways to acquire PIP status in the future.
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