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6.
Brief analysis/ assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The European Parliament addresses issues and topics where the Commission, the European Standardisation Organisations, the Member States, industry, small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs), social and societal stakeholders can act in the framework of the Regulation (EU) No 1025/2012 and the objectives and tools (Joint Initiative on Standardisation, inter-institutional dialogue) set in the Communication "Standards for 21st Century" with the aim to support and improve the functioning of the European Standardisation System.
The issues covered include the alignment of standardisation policies and tools, Standard Essential Patents (SEPs)/ fair, reasonable, and non-discriminatory (FRAND) terms/ Open standards, international dimension of standardisation, information and communication technology (ICT) and services standards, better integration of SMEs, social and societal stakeholders in the European standardisation system, transparency and co-ordination of the development process of harmonised standards from the planning stage until the citation of the standards references in the Official Journal of the European Union (OJEU).

The resolution also refers to specific aspects of ICT standardisation and in particular to the Commission Communication on ICT Standardisation Priorities for the Digital Single Market (COM(2016) 176 final) adopted as part of the package delivering on a Commission Strategy to create a Digital Single Market. This Communication proposed concrete measures to speed up the development of common standards in five priority areas – 5G communication networks, Internet of Things, cloud computing, cyber security and (big) data technologies – and in some specific sectors in the context of the digital transformation of industry and consumers (eHealth, intelligent transport systems and connected and automated vehicles, smart energy and advanced manufacturing).
Policy recommendations:

The resolution:

· welcomes the actions of the Commission to modernise the European Standardisation System (ESS) and stresses that any future review of the ESS should build on the strengths of the existing system, which constitute a solid basis for improvement, refraining from any radical changes that would undermine its core values;

· calls for a coherent European standardisation policy and a single strategic, holistic work programme;

· calls for sustainability of the standardisation budget;

· calls for more transparency, visibility of the standardisation work and for removing obstacles in the process for citing the standards in the OJEU;

· calls to extend the inter-institutional dialogue to an Annual Standardisation Forum, thus to include all relevant stakeholders;

· calls to prioritise service standards by reflecting the increased servitisation of the economy;

· calls to consider the international dimension, especially to ICT;

· calls for open, interoperable ICT ecosystem;

· calls to improve the use of intellectual property rights and SEP by clarifying the FRAND terms.

7.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission
The Commission welcomes the Parliament's resolution on European standardisation. This resolution meets the need expressed in the Standardisation package (COM(2016) 358, COM(2016) 357 and COM(2016) 212), to strengthen the dialogue between EU institutions as a basis for developing policy priorities and initiatives on standardisation. It contributes to the on-going debate between the Commission and other stakeholders within the European standardisation system and proposes relevant issues for further discussion in the framework of the planned inter-institutional dialogue on standardisation.

In general, the Commission is satisfied that this resolution underlines the need for a coherent standardisation policy, to enhance inclusiveness, strengthen the international dimension of standardisation, and increase transparency and effectiveness of the standards development process. All these aspects are in line with Commission priorities.

The resolution has fed into the Commission's Annual Union Work Programme for European standardisation for 2018, which is currently under adoption. A number of key items stressed by the resolution have been taken into account: SEPs, inclusiveness such as actions to enhance the participation and facilitate the work of Annex III organisation in the standardisation processes, international dimension, and innovative sectors such as connected and automated vehicles. The upcoming inter-institutional dialogue in early 2018 will also be an opportunity to further discuss the most important issues.
On this basis, and as much as the internal reflexions on these priority actions allows, the Commission would like to comment on the following aspects:

a)
Coherent and simple European standardisation policy:

The Commission shares the view that the standardisation package, alongside with the ICT Standardisation Communication and the Joint Initiative, aim at setting out a coherent and simple European standardisation policy (paragraph 1) and stresses that it aims at achieving an integrated standardisation policy, addressing the different sectors, ICT, services or others.

To respond to the call in the resolution for a single strategic, holistic work programme (paragraph 46) and its suggestion to identify the alignment and improve the coordination between ICT standardisation and non-ICT standardisation regimes (paragraphs 21 and 48), the Commission will examine how these two elements could be further aligned, and how the Annual Union Work Programme for European standardisation and the ICT Rolling Plan work strands could better reinforce each other as of 2018.
b)
Citation of references of standards in the Official Journal of the European Union

The Commission takes note of the call in the resolution to address the reasons behind the decreasing citation of references in the Official Journal of the European Union of harmonised standards (paragraph 68), and it assures the Parliament that it is working closely with the European Standardisation Organisations (ESOs) to find practical and durable solutions. The issue will be also dealt with in the framework of the Joint Initiative on Standardisation.

c)
Register of existing European standards

The resolution also calls on the Commission to prepare a European register of existing European standards in all official EU languages (paragraph 80). The Commission informs the Parliament that its actions include modernisation of supporting IT tools such as those providing the references of standards published in the Official Journal of the European Union and the standardisation requests – mandates not only to facilitate the work but also to improve the information provided to the public about the status of the standards supporting policies and legislation: available, under preparation etc.
d)
Joint Initiative on Standardisation

The resolution welcomes the Joint Initiative on Standardisation and recommends that the Parliament also be invited to participate in and contribute to it (paragraph 51). The Commission welcomes the Parliament's participation in the Joint Initiative on Standardisation. That is why Commissioner Bieńkowska, in her plenary speech on 3 July 2017, invited the European Parliament to sign up to the Joint Initiative on Standardisation  and to start participating in all the Actions it wishes to contribute to.
e)
ICT standardisation

The Commission welcomes the call made in paragraph 23 for greater cooperation within the ICT standardisation community, and stresses the excellent work done by the European multi-stakeholder platform on ICT standardisation, in particular on the elaboration of the ICT Rolling Plan and the implementation of the actions of the ICT Standardisation Priorities Communication. The Commission shares the view of the European Parliament on the need for greater cooperation between the ESOs in this sector.

As regards the call to the Commission to request ESOs to contribute to high-quality interoperable and open standards and encourage their wide adoption (paragraph 25), during the last eighteen months since the publication of the ICT Standardisation Priorities Communication the Commission has regularly met stakeholders, and in particular the ESOs, to discuss the implementation of the various actions proposed.

The Commission shares the diagnostic in paragraph 26 on the need to adapt ICT standardisation policy to market and policy developments and recalls that the areas of 5G, cloud computing, Internet of Things, data and cybersecurity are the five priority domains identified in the ICT Standardisation Priorities Communication that also referred to vertical domains. The Commission takes note of the call to further consider the impact on transport and tourism-related services (paragraph 37). As technologies converge, the impact of standard setting in the five technologies retained will be substantial in particular in domains such as eHealth, smart energy, intelligent transport systems (ITS) and connected and automated vehicles including trains, advanced manufacturing, smart homes and cities, smart farming, communication protocols and data formats for the digitisation of industry (paragraph 39). The Commission is working with industry and other related stakeholders, in particular through the public and private partnerships (PPPs) active in the different priority domains (e.g. 5G-PPP, AIOTI Alliance, Big Data Value Association –BDVA- and the European Cybersecurity Organisation –ECSO) to achieve these objectives.

The Commission notes the encouragement to compile statistics (paragraph 30) with a view to better evaluating the impact of digitisation and ICT on transport and tourism, and will assess how to ensure an appropriate follow up. The Commission recalls that the digital scoreboard already measures the performance of Europe and the Member States in a wide range of areas, from connectivity and digital skills to the digitisation of businesses and public services.

The Commission will continue supporting the development of the standards needed to ensure privacy-friendly, reliable and secure devices, services and applications ( paragraphs 34-36).

The Commission shares the view of the Parliament on the need of a science cloud (paragraph 44) and has put in place a number of actions to move forward in the implementation of the European Open Science Cloud, including the setting-up a new High Level Expert Group on European Open Science Cloud (EOSC) and the organisation of an EOSC summit to foster the discussions with relevant stakeholders. Moreover, through Horizon 2020, the Commission is already supporting the integration of existing 


e-infrastructures to bring network, data and computing services closer to European researchers and innovators. This effort will be consolidated in the future Research Infrastructures Work Programme 2018-2020.

Regarding the call to develop technology-watch activities to identify future ICT developments that could benefit from standardisation (paragraph 78), the Commission recalls that within Horizon 2020, the innovation radar contributes to identify standardisation opportunities arising from EU-funded research and innovation projects. The Commission also intends to fund the setting up of an observatory to monitor international ICT standardisation developments that can be relevant for Europe by 2018. When necessary the Commission will also support the participation of European stakeholders in key ICT standardisation bodies to strengthen European presence and contributions, and sectorial technology-watch activities, such as the launching of a blockchain observatory forum before the end of 2017. The Commission welcomes the call made to the Member States to use ICT standards in public procurement procedures (paragraph 83), and points out that it has launched the European catalogue of ICT Standards for public procurement, as a practical online platform to assist public procurers in buying ICT solutions. The development of a prototype for such a catalogue is a key action under the EU eGovernment action plan adopted in 2016.

As regards paragraph 9, the Commission would like to clarify that Articles 13 and 14 of Regulation (EU) No 1025/2012 lay down a procedure allowing the Commission to identify ICT technical specifications issued by global fora and consortia to be referenced in public procurement. The procedure involves Standards Developing Organisations (SDOs) to the extent that they are members of the European multi-stakeholder platform that provides advice to the Commission who takes the final decision.
The Commission notes the call made in paragraph 2 to ensure that the European system maintains sufficient resources to fulfil the objectives of Regulation (EU) No 1025/2012 and to guarantee a sustainable budget for the ESS in the revision of the multiannual financial framework. It would like to point out that the actual trend already shows an increasing demand for ICT standardisation work. Current demand is more than the double of the budget available and is likely to increase as a result of the need of ICT standards to meet the challenges of the digitisation of the economy, the completion of the Digital Single Market and the creation of the right environment to accelerate the digital transformation of businesses, organisations, and public administrations.
f)
Standard Essential Patents (SEPs)

The Commission pursues its initiative as announced in the Communication on ICT Standardisation Priorities and is working on a Communication to improve the SEP licensing environment. As requested in the resolution ( paragraphs 41-43), the initiative aims to clarify the intellectual property rights framework regarding SEPs, especially with regards to core principles such as transparency, FRAND, enforcement and open source. This shall ensure wide access to the standardised technology whilst providing the incentives to contribute with the best technologies to the standards, with a view to develop a sustainable and efficient standardisation system, able to support the roll out of 5G and the development of the Internet of Things in the EU.
g)
Annual Standardisation Forum

The Commission welcomes the call for an Annual Standardisation Forum as part of the inter-institutional dialogue (paragraph 49) and supports the exchange of views with the parliament based on a resolution and the call for a broad dialogue with all stakeholders; at the same time the Commission warns to avoid duplicating existing and newly introduced fora, and recalls that the Standardisation Package and the Joint Initiative introduce procedures and structures that bring all concerned stakeholders around one table to discuss standardisation related topics. Apart from the Committee of Standards, there is now the Standards Market Relevance Roundtable (SMARRT), which ensures a regular dialogue with industry.
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