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Brief analysis/ assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The resolution reinforces the initiatives taken over the past years by the Commission to support tourism as a source of diversification for the fisheries sector; both within the sector, and outside, through Community-led local development (CLLD) measures. However, its specific focus lies in its request that this diversification is done while preserving artisanal fishing and small-scale coastal fisheries, including their traditional fishing gears and techniques; hence its insistence on promoting pescatourism across Europe and the request that the Commission provides for a harmonisation of the definition of tourism-related fishing activities at European Union level.

The Parliament also insists that fisheries-related tourism is promoted in an environmentally and socially sustainable way, that it promotes the inclusion of women and explores mutual benefits with Marine Protected Areas (MPAs). It requests that the Commission reinforces the monitoring of the socio-economic and environmental impact of recreational fishing as an economic activity.

The main requests of the resolution can be grouped as follows:

· fostering sustainable recreational fishing and the diversification from fishing activities across the EU, whilst preserving the cultural heritage of those fisheries activities and areas, including vessels adaptation and training of fishermen for tourism activities, and EU-wide networking (paragraphs 1-8, 10, 13-15, 19, 21-23, 34, 42-45 and 47);
· promoting studies and data collection to assess the impact of pescatourism activities on the environment (paragraphs 55-58);
· and encouraging a uniform legislation, to harmonise the definition of tourism-related fishing activities at Union level (paragraphs 11 and 12).
7.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:
Sustainable recreational fishing and diversification from fishing activities including through networking
As regards the promotion of sustainable recreational fishing tourism across the EU, including investments in fisheries in the area of tourism and the promotion of exchanges among Member States (paragraphs 1-8, 10, 15, 19, 21-23, 34, 42-45 and 47), the Commission will continue to encourage and support cooperation among local action groups (LAGs) and fisheries local action groups (FLAGs) in fisheries and aquaculture areas, including on tourism-related activities. The website of the European Fisheries Areas Network (FARNET) provides for a number of selected good practices that relate to sustainable tourism projects in relation with fisheries activities, ranging from the promotion of cultural heritage to sustainable tourism, which are already a source of inspiration for other groups
.
The recently revamped FARNET website has furthermore incorporated a specific tool (called "MyFARNET"
) aimed at directly supporting the exchanges among Member States' Administrations, LAGs and the Commission to discuss specific issues including exchanging concrete advice on specific cooperation activities or on the necessary regulatory processes to enable these activities to take place. This tool has been presented to the Managing Authorities (MAs) responsible for the implementation of Community-Led Local Development (CLLD) under the European Maritime and Fisheries Fund (EMFF), at a seminar held in Brussels in May 2017. The Commission notes with satisfaction that several communities of discussion have already been created at the initiative of the MAs themselves. The tool is also being presented to the FLAGs throughout the capacity-building support being provided regularly by FARNET to MAs and FLAGs by Member State.
The creation of a joint LAG/ FLAG database by the Commission, with a description and contact details of all existing LAGs and FLAGs across the EU, facilitates as well the cooperation among rural, urban and fisheries and aquaculture FLAGs, thus pooling together examples of cooperation on sustainable tourism across the EU and across funds.
In addition, and in coordination with CLLD, the Commission is supporting the diversification of the touristic offer through transnational thematic itineraries like cultural, religious or ancient trade routes, as mentioned in the 2014 Coastal and Maritime Tourism Strategy. As a result, there are now three ongoing projects funded under the EMFF that are linked to underwater cultural heritage. Another call for proposals, on nautical routes, was launched at the end of last year and the offers are now being evaluated.

Furthermore, the Commission is regularly coordinating among its different services in charge of the Structural Funds and other policies such as the promotion of small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) and Tourism (through the COSME funds), or Education and Culture, Youth, and through Tourism Networks such as the Network of European Regions for Competitive and Sustainable Tourism (NECSTouR), the European Destinations of Excellence (EDEN 
) or the European Regions Research and Innovation Network (ERRIN
). This coordination ensures that the different funds and initiatives at EU level for the promotion of sustainable and innovative tourism and SMEs also benefit the fisheries and aquaculture sectors and in particular Small Scale Coastal Fisheries.
As an example of the support to diversification, there is the CurioSeaty project
, funded by COSME, developing a discovery route through Europe´s nautical and sub-aquatic cultural heritage in five countries, including the outermost region of Madeira.
For instance, the Commission (Directorate-General MARE, in coordination with Directorates-General for Agriculture and Rural Development, for Employment, Social Affairs and Inclusion, and for Regional policy) is preparing a joint Community-Led Local Development guidance that will facilitate the implementation of cooperation projects by LAGs/ FLAGs, and that is foreseen to be published before the end of 2017.

In order to facilitate access to EU funds with a specific focus on Coastal and Maritime Tourism, DG MARE and DG GROW published an addendum to the on-line guide on "EU funding opportunities for the Tourism sector"
 in April 2016. This addendum provides guidance (i.e. types of actions eligible for funding, who can apply, type and level of funding, how to apply and when) and examples for funding projects in coastal areas, including for pescatourism.

Finally, the possibility of combining funding from the different European Structural and Investment Funds within a single strategy (multifunding) offered in this programming period will in addition enable LAGs and FLAGs to use the most appropriate funding source for each action/ project. All the relevant Commission services are regularly coordinating among themselves to ensure that multifunding is facilitated and the complexities inherent to it are tackled in the best possible way. DG REGIO is currently preparing the next CLLD seminar that will follow the seminar on multifunding organised by DG MARE in 2015. This year's seminar will take place in the last quarter of 2017 and it will facilitate the exchanges among national administrations, FLAGs and Commission services on the use of CLLD under the different funds.
Funding for the adaptation of vessels for tourism activities including training
As regards the adaptation of vessels, and the training of fishermen for tourism activities (paragraphs 7, 13, 14, 19 and 20), the EMFF foresees several measures enabling this adaptation, in addition to CLLD, notably training, diversification to complementary activities, health and safety. The EMFF foresees thousands of projects in these fields; for example, close to 4,500 projects in health and safety, close to 900 in diversification or close to 750 in promoting human capital have already been selected.
Indeed, FLAGs have developed since 2007 relevant projects aimed at providing training on tourism for fishermen and on the diversification of fisheries (tourism training for fishermen in northern and eastern Lapland
; mar galaica: coordinating & promoting fisheries-related tourism – flag noia – es
; pescatourisme 83 – flag groupe varois – fr
).

In addition to these initiatives under the EMFF, the Commission has carried out a study to map the supply side of education and assessing the skills shortages in the tourism sector
, which was published in February 2016. This study identifies major skills gaps in tourism education and training, especially related to soft skills, language and interpersonal and information and communication technology (ICT) skills.

In order to address these challenges and following the adoption of the "New Skills Agenda" and the Blueprint for Sectorial cooperation on skills (COM(2016) 381 final), the Commission will support two important initiatives:

· Through a Call for proposals published in January 2017 under the Erasmus + programme
, it will allocate a budget of 4 million EUR in order to set-up a platform of key tourism stakeholders who will propose actions and recommendations for skills development for the next 5/10 years, including the roll out at national level, in close cooperation with Member States.
· Through a Call for tender published in April 2017 under the COSME Programme
, it will allocate a budget of 800.000 EUR to carry on actions aiming at: i) improving the image of tourism careers, ii) helping jobseekers understand the positive aspects of tourism careers, iii) helping entrepreneurs to reinforce positive aspects of tourism careers and to attract new and adequate talents.
Measuring impact of pescatouristic activities including data collection
As regards the monitoring of recreational fishing, the new multiannual programme for data collection includes provisions on monitoring of more species compared to the past. In addition, the new multiannual programme offers the possibility for Member States to conduct pilot projects on recreational fisheries with a view to achieve a better understanding of the impact of recreational fisheries in relation to commercial fisheries, and thus a better assessment of recreational fisheries in relation to commercial fisheries.
An analysis of the socio-economic impact of recreational fishing on inland tourism, in particular in insular, coastal areas and outermost regions is important for the Commission to propose possible measures for regions where the potential for such fishing is underexploited.
However, the Commission, in line with the European Parliament resolution of 25 October 2016 on "How to make fisheries control in Europe more uniform" (2015/2093 (INI) – A8-0234/2016), agrees on the need for additional reporting provisions for recreational fisheries. In that sense, the recent evaluation finalised by the Commission on the Control Regulation concluded, among other things, that the current provisions on recreational fisheries are not adequate.

The lack of reporting provisions for recreational fisheries is felt as hampering the quality of catch data. Authorisation and monitoring of recreational vessels is another shortcoming identified.
The Commission will now undertake a revision exercise of the Control Regulation and carry out an impact assessment to address the issues identified during the evaluation exercise. One of those will also include the control of recreational fisheries.

Possible ways forward on the revision of the Control Regulation will be presented and discussed in the coming months with all the stakeholders, including with the relevant Institutions.

In complement to this, and as regards the promotion of sustainable tourism and the development of partnerships combining the protection of natural resources with the promotion of fishing activities, the Commission services are currently overseeing three studies (SAFENET, Protomedea and Mantis) which inter alia look at how recreational fishing is interacting with, and benefiting from, Marine Protected Areas in the Mediterranean.
Furthermore, DG MARE has launched a research project in September 2016 examining the economic benefits of Marine Protected Areas and other Spatial Protection Measures. This study aims at understanding the benefits to the real economy (in terms of growth, new business opportunities and jobs) of such areas, for the fisheries and maritime tourism sectors, in addition to other Blue Economy sectors. The results of the study are expected to be published by March or April 2018, and they will also be communicated to the European Parliament, other EU institutions and international organisations.

EU-wide legal framework
As regards the harmonisation of the definition of tourism-related fishing activities at European Union level (paragraphs 11 and 12), the Commission does not intend at this stage to propose legislation on the fisheries-related tourism. However, the Commission will continue supporting stakeholders in that area through its various financial tools and actions across services. These include the support provided by FARNET and the coordination with other services within the structural policy and with other policies such as the promotion of SMEs and Tourism, and the Environmental policy, with the aim of ensuring that fishermen wanting to diversify their activities in the touristic sector do so in a sustainable, inclusive and innovative way.
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