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6. Brief analysis/ assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:

The resolution considers that Article 349 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union has been used in a limited way while this article may be applied to all EU policies and programmes. The resolution calls the Commission to use this article in a more innovative and positive manner. Following the judgement of the Court of Justice of 15 December 2015, the resolution calls for a much more extensive use of Article 349 in the European Union's policies, regulations, funds and programmes in order to respond to the specific difficulties encountered by the outermost regions (OR).
For the next programming period, it pledges overall for specific measures and a tailored approach across EU policies in favour of the OR. It encourages, inter alia, maintaining the financial allocation for these regions under cohesion policy and considering further flexibility under the ESI Funds rules with regards to thematic concentration. For the European Social Fund (ESF), it calls on the Commission to set up specific additional allocation, as there is one currently under the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) with a view to support people employability, mobility and training.

As regards fisheries, a very sensitive policy area for the OR, it calls for a specific programme and exhorts the Commission and the Council to implement the recommendations of the European Parliament's resolution of 27 April 2017 on the management of the fleets in the OR.

With regard to agriculture policy, it calls for maintaining the POSEI scheme and urges the Commission to better protect agriculture sensitive productions in the OR and take measures for certain sectors facing a critical situation.

As regards international trade agreements, it calls on the Commission to take into account their impact on the OR economies and local productions, as well as to analyse the "cumulative" effects of these agreements on the OR and recur to protection measures where necessary.

It also asks to better take into account the OR specific situations in the EU sectorial policies and in the relevant horizontal programmes, such as COSME, Erasmus+, EaSI, Horizon 2020, as well as on the trans-European networks, including TEN-T and TEN-E. It insists on the need to maintain specific programmes and provisions, including the specific additional allocation under the ERDF to compensate for the additional costs they face. The resolution also urges the Member States to take all appropriate measures and to continue with specific aid schemes such as special taxation regimes.

It calls in particular for specific measures to support their sustainable development to finance projects to protect and value their extraordinary biodiversity, the eco-systems services and adaptation to climate change.

Moreover, the resolution encourages the Union and relevant Member States to invest further in connectivity to facilitate the integration of OR in their neighbourhood and to value their biodiversity and their strategic position for the maritime governance. The resolution also calls for improving synergies between the legal and financial provisions of the EDF and EFRD Regulations and for further promoting exchanges and cooperation between the OR and neighbouring third countries.

The Commission acknowledges the importance of this resolution as a major contribution from the European Parliament to the future EU strategy for the outermost regions
. Without pre-empting the next Multiannual Financial Framework, many issues raised in the resolution will be dealt in the framework of the future EU strategy for the outermost regions (which will take the form of a new Communication, scheduled for adoption by end of October 2017) and of the future preparation of the sectorial policies post-2020. The Commission will examine the need, where relevant, for a more tailored approach and specific measures across EU policies and programmes so to duly take into account the OR characteristics, and will recur to article 349 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union, taking into account the judgement of the Court of Justice of 15 December 2015.

7.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:

Paragraphs 3-6:

In the framework of the future EU strategy for the outermost regions and of the preparation of the future EU policies, the Commission will consider, where necessary and justified, the possibilities of specific measures, on the basis of Article 349 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union, where the other articles of the Treaty cannot address the specific OR characteristics.

The Commission shares the view of the Parliament on the need for the OR to build on their assets.
Paragraph 7:

With regard to the importance of the specific regime for agriculture called POSEI, the Commission confirms that this scheme is vital to address the particular agricultural challenges in the OR. In its 2006-2014 report on the implementation of the POSEI Scheme adopted in 2016, the Commission recommends maintaining the current basic regulations without prejudice to the negotiations foreseen for the future multiannual financial framework.
Paragraph 8:

In the framework of the future EU strategy for the outermost regions and of the preparation of sectorial policies post-2020, the Commission will consider the need of further specific OR provisions, where relevant.

Paragraph 9:

With regard to the implementation of previous strategies, the Commission recognises that in some areas progress has been more significant than in others. However, it recalls that the implementation of the various strategies is a joint work, requiring actions and efforts at all levels and from all relevant stakeholders. The Commission will take stock of the progress made so far and will review the implementation of the 2012 Strategy before the end of 2017.

Paragraphs 10 and 11:

With regard to the Parliament's call to draw an action plan, accompanied by legislative proposals, the Commission takes note of this proposal.

With regard to the Parliament's call to open a new chapter in the relationship between the EU and the OR, the Commission is willing to build on the specific partnership the EU has with these regions and their Member States and to engage with them closely to support further their development.

Paragraph 15:

Over the years, the Commission has put many efforts to ensure a smooth coordination between Commission Directorates-General in the areas concerning the OR through a Commissioner in charge of the coordination of EU policies towards the OR within the College, a dedicated unit in charge of the OR, a dedicated inter-service group within the Commission services including a large number of staff members following the relevant programmes and measures that apply to the OR. The Commission will continue ensuring this coordination on particular issues identified with the OR and their Member States.

Paragraphs 16-18:
As stated above (see responses to paragraphs 7 and 8), the Commission confirms that the POSEI scheme is vital to address the particular agricultural challenges in the OR, and the Commission recommends maintaining the current basic regulations without prejudice to the negotiations foreseen for the future multiannual financial framework.

Paragraph 19:
The Commission is aware of the difficulties faced by certain sectors in the OR and would like to note that the POSEI programmes provide specific aids, which help to improve the situation of agriculture in OR. It should be noted that the measures listed in the POSEI programmes are defined by the Member States according to particular needs of the agricultural sectors in the OR. For example France grants through its POSEI programme an aid for diversification of animal and vegetal production in order to cover the local needs but also to develop exports for tropical products.
Paragraph 20:
As regards the call to take urgent measures for some sectors facing a critical situation, the Commission recalls that POSEI provides direct support to milk and tomato production as well as to cattle and for the diversification of production. The rural development programmes also contribute to strengthening the competitiveness of these sectors by supporting investments under very favourable conditions and high level of support rates aiming to improve the overall performance as well processing and marketing for these products.
Paragraph 21:
With regard to the reform of the EU sugar market, the Commission recalls that the legislators decided in 2013 to prolong the sugar quota for two more years until 30 September 2017, giving all relevant stakeholders a total of eleven years to adapt since 2006. Moreover, the level of POSEI (specific programme for agriculture) aid and national aid should enable the sugar sector in the OR to continue operating.

Paragraph 22:
The Commission is aware of the difficult situation of the dairy sector in the Azores and its impact on the regional economy, and welcomes the efforts of the Government of the Azores to develop alternative activities to milk production. The POSEI programme for Portugal provides direct support to milk production that should contribute to keep farmers in the sector. Moreover, POSEI being a flexible tool, it also provides support for the diversification of production, both within the dairy sector to adapt to new market opportunities and outside de sector.

Additionally, the Rural Development programme contributes significantly to strengthening the competitiveness of the agricultural sector in the Azores, in particular to modernise the dairy sector. The Commission recalls that, in the framework of the "July package" of 2016, the EU has mobilised EUR 500 million to support the livestock sector, nearly EUR 4 million were earmarked for Portugal in the Exceptional Adjustment Aid and some EUR 2 million were received by Portuguese farmers under the Milk Production Reduction Scheme.

Paragraph 23:
The Commission is aware of the particular importance of the banana sector for the economy of the OR and would like to recall that substantial aids are already granted for this sector under the POSEI scheme. The total annual POSEI budget (EAGF) for the three Member States (France, Spain and Portugal) amounts to EUR 653.04 million. For the banana sector, France allocates an annual amount of EUR 127.4 million, Spain (Canary Islands) EUR 141.1 million and Portugal (Madeira) EUR 8 million. The total annual amount for the banana sector in the OR reaches EUR 278 million per year (43% of the total POSEI allocation).

It should be noted that the basic regulation does not define any specific allocation for this production; the financial distribution of the amounts between measures is defined by Member States in their programmes following their priorities for the OR.
Paragraph 24:
The Commission has recently improved its market analysis tools, in line with the recommendations of the Agricultural Markets Task Force
. In July 2017, new observatories for sugar and arable crops were added to the already existing market observatories (milk and meat products). Although there are no observatories in other sectors (for example, none in fruit and vegetables), the Commission benefits from the inputs of various expert groups for its information needs. By closely and regularly monitoring the developments in these markets together with sectors' representatives, including by releasing short term outlooks for these sectors three times a year (and even monthly for arable crops), the Commission is in a privileged position to detect and anticipate signs of market disturbance, including with regard to the specific situation of the OR.

There are several provisions in Regulation (EU) No 1308/2013 establishing a common organisation of the markets in agricultural products that can be implemented exceptionally, in particular in cases of market disturbance or to resolve specific problems. The legislator has defined general conditions in which these instruments may be triggered, and not defined the concept of market crisis, precisely in order to keep the necessary flexibility for adopting measures when judged adequate for any given situation, including with regard to the OR.
Paragraph 25:
The Commission is responsible for the recognition and supervision of equivalent third countries and of control bodies in third countries. Only sets of rules that meet the same objectives and principles as the European Union's organic rules and that ensure the same level of assurance of conformity are considered as equivalent.
As regards the import of products from non-equivalent third countries certified by control bodies recognised by the Commission, the Commission Proposal for a new Regulation on Organic Production and Labelling introduces the principle of compliance in order to create a level playing field with European Union producers. This means that control bodies will be recognised for certifying products in accordance with European Union regulations. The current system of control bodies recognised for the purpose of equivalence will be phased out. The Commission is strongly supporting this principle during the on-going trilogue negotiations with the Council and the European Parliament.

Paragraph 38:
With regard to competition on organic production faced by the OR from the neighbouring countries, in the new Regulation on Organic Production – currently in trilogue negotiations –, the Commission has proposed the introduction of the principle of compliance for the products imported from non-equivalent third countries in order to create a level playing field with European producers including those from the OR. Moreover, agricultural products coming from third countries must comply with maximum residue levels set at EU level. In line with EU food law control Regulation 882/2004, Commission experts perform audits in third countries to assess their control for pesticides residues on products intended for export to the EU. On the basis of negative outcomes, when relevant, specific measures are set to increase the level of control on certain imports from third countries in compliance with Commission Regulation 669/2009. Furthermore, EU territory audits in third countries (Directive 2000/29/EC) are also carried out to verify the compliance with the plant health legislation. In matters of plant protection, the Commission could organize training courses, within the programme Better Trainings for Safer Food, on the topics crucial for the OR as regards their main trade with European regions and other non-EU countries.

Paragraph 26:
During negotiations with the European Parliament and the Council, the interests of producers in the OR were taken into account by introducing the possibility of using in these regions substances different from those authorized for organic production in the EU, for climatic reasons or to take into account local and traditional conditions.

Paragraph 27:
The Commission agrees that the farmers in the OR should be encouraged to continue to supply high-quality products and to prioritise its marketing. The use of the OR logo introduced in Regulation (EU) No 228/2013 may be useful to increase awareness and consumption of certain products specific to the OR.

The producers in the OR may also apply for the Protected Designation of Origin or Protected Geographical Indication logos to promote their products.

Moreover, the OR could use the possibilities of the new programmes for the promotion of agricultural products taking into account the particular focus of the OR logo.

Paragraphs 29, 31-33 and 37:
With regard to international trade agreements, the Commission duly takes into account the socio-economic situation of the OR and specific concerns for their sensitive productions. For instance, a stabilisation mechanism for banana has been set up in Trade Agreements signed with certain Latin American countries, to allow the Commission to react during a transition period in case of a surge of imports that would risk affecting the European market. For these and other agreements, tariff quotas and other alternatives to full trade liberalisation have also been applied to products considered sensitive for OR, such as rum or sugar. The Commission will continue to do so whenever necessary on the basis of a case by case analysis.

Paragraph 34:
In line with the European Council guidelines under Article 50 of the Treaty on the European Union, the Commission will do its utmost to ensure that the Union maintains its unity and acts as one with the aim of reaching a result in the negotiations with the United Kingdom that is fair and equitable for all Member States and in the interest of its citizens. The Commission also recalls the desire expressed by the European Council to establish a close partnership between the Union and the United Kingdom after its departure, and its willingness to, based on the Union's interest, initiate work towards an agreement on trade, to be finalised and concluded once the United Kingdom is no longer a Member State.

Paragraph 35:
With regard to the assessment of the cumulative impacts of trade agreements on the OR, the Commission already takes into account the overall impact in OR of trade openings negotiated in trade agreements at the time of its negotiation.
The likely impacts on OR are equally assessed when relevant in the Sustainability Impact Assessments. In this regard, the Commission recalls the importance of receiving updated data from the relevant Member States and the regions to feed its analysis.
Paragraph 36:
The resolution regrets that no study has been made so far to assess the impact of free trade agreements on agriculture productions. Given the complexity and the technical limitations of economic models available to the Commission services, studies on the impact of trade negotiations for the agricultural sector currently provide results only at European level, without a breakdown at the level of Member States and regions. The services are attentive to the improvement of models, including with a view to obtaining a disaggregation at the regional level.

Paragraphs 40 and 41:
With regard to fisheries, the Parliament asks to consider setting up a support system for sustainable fisheries of the OR on the basis of Article 349 as it is the case in agriculture with POSEI. The Commission will assess the situation of the outermost regions.

Paragraph 42:
With regard to the management of the fleets in the OR, the Parliament calls on the Commission and the Council to implement the recommendations of the resolution of 27 April 2017 (A3-0138/2017). It stresses that enhancing fishing capacity by constructing new vessels with public financial support is prohibited by the current EU legal framework.

The Commission understands the concerns of the OR and will examine them, while remaining coherent with its internal and international commitments.
Paragraphs 43-46:
With regard to the blue potential of the OR, the Commission encourages the OR and their Member States to seize all the opportunities offered by the EU funds, including the European Maritime and Fisheries Fund, the European Fund for Strategic Investments and EU horizontal programmes, such as Horizon 2020.
The resolution also invites the EU to become, with the OR, a global maritime power. The Commission acknowledges the maritime contribution of the OR to the EU's role worldwide, and is committed to value it further in international fora. The Commission will invite OR partners to take maximum advantage of EU funding instruments to promote the collection, processing and safekeeping of marine data for dissemination through the European Marine Observation and Data Network in order to increase productivity, stimulate innovation and reduce risk in coastal and offshore businesses.

Paragraph 47:
The Commission agrees that "blue growth" should be sustainable – and this is also what Commissioner Vella told participants at the Forum of the OR in March 2017. The Commission therefore decides to focus the study on sustainable activities only, i.e. if activities like the extraction of oil and gas located under the sea floor are mentioned, they should be discussed in terms of their sustainability and the possible damage to the marine environment that can result from them.
Paragraphs 49, 50 and 52:
With regard to the request of providing more flexibility to the OR in the ESI Funds and to maintain the budget envelopes currently allocated to the OR as well as the whole set of derogatory measures granted to these regions for the next programming period, the Commission acknowledges the importance of these funds and of the current OR specific provisions, and will further reflect on these elements for the future on the basis of the results achieved in the 2007-2013 and 2014-2020 programming periods.

Paragraph 53:
Without prejudice to the criteria to be applied for the purposes of the next multiannual financial framework, the Commission takes note of this position.
Paragraphs 54, 55 and 76:
With regard to the OR regional cooperation with their neighbours, the Parliament calls for adapting further cooperation to OR specificities and further encouraging exchanges between the OR and their neighbouring countries and territories in the fields, inter alia, of research, innovation and culture. The Commission fully supports the cooperation of the OR with their neighbours in the fields of research and innovation, culture and education and other relevant policy areas in order to promote their regional integration. It does so through, inter alia, the relevant programmes funded by the European Development Fund (concerning the ACP and EU overseas countries and territories (OCT) territories that are neighbours of the OR) and the European Territorial Cooperation (INTERREG) programmes.
Paragraph 56:
With regard to the Parliament's call to better consider the implementation of EFSI in the OR, the Commission encourages the OR to propose projects.

Paragraphs 57 and 58:
With regard to the Parliament's call for strengthening EU action to support young people (for employment, education and training), the Commission recalls that specific arrangements for the support and training of young people in the OR are in place. The Commission will continue to address as a matter of priority the high unemployment rates, especially youth unemployment, in the OR, via the different EU instruments and schemes and particularly through the Youth Employment Initiative (YEI). The YEI increase of EUR 1.2 billion agreed in the mid-term revision of the MFF in June 2017, matched by EUR 1.2 billion from existing ESF allocations, will provide further support of EUR 2.4 billion to eligible regions. The majority of OR are eligible for this increase and will thus benefit from additional resources. In addition, under rural development programmes, support is foreseen for the installation of young farmers developing agricultural and/ or non-agricultural business activities in the OR.
With regard to the request for an ESF additional allocation, there is already the possibility to cover increased mobility costs related to projects of the OR funded under the European Social Fund. The Commission considers that the additional costs of insularity and remoteness in terms of human capital development are less obvious to justify for the purpose of a specific allocation to be made within the framework of the ESF, and would need more information on which specific actions related to remoteness could be programmed to use this specific allocation. In the framework of the ESF programmes, the OR, considered as less developed regions, already benefit from a higher co-financing rate (85%). Moreover, their programming rate is low and all OR are not performing well in terms of consumption.
Paragraph 59:

With regard to the importance of research and innovation in the OR, the Commission recalls that the OR have set out smart specialisation strategies, which are an important tool for guiding investments where they have comparative advantages. The Commission will continue to support the OR in implementing these strategies and strengthening their research and innovation activities in the priority fields defined in their strategy. Concrete modalities about the support that the regions can receive to strengthen innovation are described in the Communication
 recently adopted by the Commission.

Paragraph 60:
The Commission will reflect on how to strengthen further the integrated approach to territorial development and the use of ITI and CLLD in the future to tackle complex territorial challenges in the OR, as well as in other territories of Europe. For the future period, it is important to build upon the current experiences. Therefore the Commission has launched a study on the implementation of integrated territorial and urban strategies supported by cohesion policy, which will provide a better understanding of how sustainable urban development and the new territorial instruments are implemented on the ground. The results of the study will be available by the end of 2017.

Paragraph 61:
With regard to the need to consider the demographic differences in the OR when establishing EU policies in the field of education and employment, the Commission will continue to take this duly into account when proposing measures and programmes in the relevant policy fields.

Paragraphs 64-66

With regard to importance of state aid the Commission has engaged in an intensive dialogue with representatives of the OR in the context of the review of the General Block Exemption Regulation (GBER), and it has modified the GBER provisions regarding the OR, addressing all concerns expressed by the representatives of the OR. The revised GBER now allows regional investment and operating aid for undertakings of all sectors. Regional operating aid can also be granted to undertakings in difficulty. Moreover, the operating aid ceilings have been significantly increased and will, in addition, only apply to operating aid schemes implemented under the GBER Schemes for which the quantification of the aid may be difficult, can be notified to the Commission and be approved under the Regional Aid Guidelines. The Commission already approved the "Octroi de mer" and "rum" schemes which will not be counted towards the GBER aid ceilings. The revised GBER allows for investment aid to airports and ports to be granted without notification and with higher aid intensities for OR as well as for operating aid to small airports.

Paragraph 67:
With regard to the Parliament's call to the Commission to strengthen its action in the fight against the big monopolies in the OR that raise the cost of living for local population, the Commission recalls that to be in a monopoly or a dominant position does not in itself infringe EU antitrust rules (Article 102 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union), as long as the dominant undertaking does not abuse its power. The Commission and the National Competition Authorities have the necessary powers and investigative tools, and are devoted to combating abuses by dominant undertakings that may affect trade between Member States to the detriment of consumers (including in the OR) whenever that is necessary.

Paragraph 68:
The Commission, where necessary and justified, is in favour of maintaining specific tax schemes and mechanisms that support the economic and social development of the OR, and of considering tailor-made measures. However, as provided for in the Council Decisions authorising the octroi de mer (dock dues) and the AIEM (Arbitrio sobre las Importaciones y Entregas de Mercancías en las Islas Canarias) regimes currently in force, their evaluation and analysis over time is necessary to assess the results and on this basis make adjustments if needed. Both regimes are authorised until 31 December 2020 and will be reviewed in 2017, following the submission of reports by national authorities indicating the impact of the schemes and their contribution to the development of local economic activities in the light of the handicaps affecting the OR. Their extension beyond 2020 – if such an extension is requested by the national authorities of France and Spain respectively – shall be decided by the Council following a proposal by the Commission. Concerning the application of a reduced excise duty rate on "traditional" rum produced in Guadeloupe, French Guiana, Martinique and Réunion, the Commission is fully aware of the importance of extending this exceptional tax regime beyond 2020. As for the other regimes, this scheme will be reviewed in 2017.
Paragraph 69:
With regard to the commercial practices of clearance markets, the so-called "marchés de dégagement" that can impact negatively local island markets, local agricultural producers benefit from special POSEI support schemes which alleviate the natural production disadvantages of local producers in OR. In case of unfair competition from European companies to local producers, these practices should be scrutinized according the general EU rules on the internal market. From third countries, the EU internal market is protected by external tariff protection and consequently imports into the EU can effectively enter only through tariff rate quotas that are limited.
Paragraphs 70 and 71:
See response to paragraph 75.
With regard to the access for OR to EU horizontal programmes, OR are already participating in the LIFE and Horizon 2020 programmes given their general eligibility. The Commission could consider specific measures to the OR.
Paragraph 72:
With regard to the Trans-European networks in the fields of transport, energy and information and communication, the resolution calls on the Commission to ensure an effective (de facto) integration of the OR.
The Commission will assess the situation of the OR in TEN for transport. With regard to the digital network, the Commission calls the Member States and their National regulatory authorities to pay a specific attention to the outermost regions.
Paragraph 73:
As a matter of priority, the Commission recalls that some regions have made important progress towards greater energy self-reliance, and the Commission will continue to support their efforts towards clean energy transition. An important step in this direction will be the regions' contribution to national energy and climate plans. In that respect, some OR have already formulated their contribution to the Paris Agreement on climate change, as complements to the contribution of the EU and its Member States.

It is also worth mentioning that the "'Clean Energy for EU Islands" initiative launched on 18 May 2017 aims at helping islands reduce their dependency on energy imports by making better use of their own renewable energy sources and embracing more modern and innovative energy systems.

The clean energy transition initiative aims to accelerate the clean energy transition on islands in view of ensuring that islands provide secure and clean energy and energy related transport to their citizens and do so at affordable costs. The three main areas where this initiative can provide a boost to the OR:
-
the issue of energy self-supply and how common solutions can help;
-
the creation of the opportunities in terms of innovation, energy efficiency and smart technology;
-
the provision of broader potential benefit for the local economy.
The initiative will also help the OR to:

-
share good practices in financial and regulatory tools and promote best available technologies, with the aim to take action on the ground, and
-
create a long term framework to promote replicable and scalable projects with funding from private sector investors and where relevant existing EU funding, and technical assistance.
Paragraph 74:
Horizon 2020, the EU Research and Innovation programme for 2014 to 2020, offers the possibility for OR to nurture their scientific excellence and innovation, including through calls for proposals in the fields of agriculture and biodiversity which are of particular interest to those regions. The Commission will monitor the participation of the OR in EU research programmes and consider how further promote it.

Paragraph 75:
The Commission will continue to encourage the participation of OR to the COSME Programme. The Commission would like to underline that the OR are currently present in the main initiatives financed by COSME; for example, in the Enterprise Europe Networks where organisations from Réunion, Guadeloupe, Martinique, Madeira and the Canary Islands are participating, and in the Erasmus for Young Entrepreneurs where 39 entrepreneurs from Madeira, the Azores, the Canary Islands and French Guiana have participated since the start of the programme. Moreover, as at 31 December 2016 (latest available reporting data), 5,080 SMEs in OR got financing for a volume of (loans/ leases) EUR 84.1 million with the support of the COSME Loan Guarantee Facility.
The EaSI programme is coherent and complementary with other instruments at EU level, in particular with COSME and the ESF. The OR are among the EU regions with the highest unemployment rate, in particular among young people
. However, a well-educated and trained workforce gives them a comparative advantage in their regions. EaSI has a potential in supporting financially micro-enterprises and social enterprises which constitute the backbone of the economy of the OR. Microfinance may also lead to social innovation by enlarging the geographical scope and target (vulnerable groups) of such activity.
Paragraph 77:
With regard to Erasmus+ and the necessity to take the needs of OR better into account, the Commission recalls that as of 2017 travel costs for distances above 8,000 km have been increased, and since 2016 the expensive cost category has been made available: expensive travel costs can be reimbursed on a real cost basis. Possible adjustments at the current level of the individual support are being consulted with National Agencies which implement the Erasmus+ programme in the participating countries.
Paragraph 78:
With regard to the 2017 "Move2Learn, Learn2Move" initiative, the Commission has already given access to the OR and taken into account the higher costs faced by OR, on the basis of what is done in the framework of Erasmus+. The Commission will assess the 2017 initiative and may, without any detrimental effect on the Erasmus+ budget and using input from this assessment, consider a similar initiative in the future. 
Paragraphs 79-83:
The Commission recognizes the extraordinary character of biodiversity in OR and welcomes the call on sustaining the BEST Preparatory Action. It is working together with the OR, the Overseas Countries and Territories (OCT), the Member States and relevant stakeholders to transform the BEST initiative into a sustainable partnership dedicated to mobilising resources to protect the unique ecosystems and the services they provide in the OR and OCTs. With regard to Natura 2000 and the call on the Commission to strengthen its efforts to support biodiversity projects via specific and permanent mechanisms, the Commission acknowledges the potential biodiversity benefits of the request, but recalls that the Natura 2000 Directives do not apply to the French OR and the Commission does not have the power to extend their application. It should be noted that Spain and Portugal have agreed to apply these Directives also to the Canary Islands, Madeira and the Azores (located in the Macaronesia area). The French authorities could act in the same way. If the French Government so decides, the Commission could also consider a proposal and carry out an impact assessment, as appropriate.

Paragraphs 84 and 85:
With regard to information and communication technologies, the resolution calls on improving the access to internet in the OR, which is important for improving job market access, and asks to pay special attention to the OR. The current regulatory framework for electronic communications is already sufficiently flexible to address potential competitive problems in an OR. Therefore, when National Regulatory Authorities identify specific competition conditions in the territory of an OR they can take them into account in their market analysis and appropriately adapt the regulatory intervention according to different geographic areas. Broadband roll-out will also be supported by new measures proposed in the European Electronic Communications Code to foster competitive investments in high capacity fixed and wireless networks. Pending approval by the co-legislator, the OR should also benefit from these new measures.
Moreover, the OR are encouraged to explore the potential to combine and complement national, regional and EU funding with other sources of public and private financing, and take advantage of the opportunities offered inter alia by the European Fund for Strategic Investments (EFSI) and the Connecting Europe Broadband Fund to be launched in the second semester of 2017 in collaboration with the EIB and several National Promotional Banks.
The OR also have the opportunity to take advantage of other support measures set up by the European Commission. Notably a EU network of broadband competence offices (BCO network), accompanied by a support facility based in Brussels, will support national and regional broadband competence offices and encourage the exchange of good practices.
Paragraph 86:
With the regard to the Parliament's call to set up a specific programme for transport (a "POSEI-type" programme for transport) to overcome the double isolation the OR face for supporting transport of passengers and goods within the OR and between OR in their neighbourhood, the Commission recalls that the OR benefit from the specific additional allocation under the European Regional Development Fund to compensate for the additional costs, including transport costs. Some OR use this allocation to support people mobility within their territories. Public Service obligation rules allow public support to ensure transport service quality in the general economic interest when there is a general transport need, especially for connections between islands. The Commission is aware that enhancing people mobility is key for these territories and will explore possible ways how the OR connectivity needs can be supported more effectively.

Paragraphs 87 and 88:
With regard to the need of investing further in transport in the OR for quality services at affordable prices, the Commission recalls that the EU has been supporting significant transport investments in the OR. The Commission acknowledges that there are very legitimate needs specific to the OR which can be addressed through coordinated development of more reliable and sustainable transport networks both within the OR, with their neighbours and with the EU mainland in order to reduce the identified "accessibility gap" and increase the attractiveness of these regions for business, investments and tourism.

Paragraph 89:
The Commission underlines that its strategy to foster the industrial competitiveness needs to be implemented in partnership between all actors, including, national and regional governments, industry and other relevant stakeholders. Implementing industrial strategies in the OR is the responsibility of Member States and the regions, based on their smart specialisation strategies in accordance with the regional industrial capacities.
Paragraph 90:
The Commission considers that the OR are locations for initiatives and projects in many areas (renewable energies, sustainable transport, circular economy, etc.) that can then serve EU Member States and regions. The Commission is ready to work in partnership with the OR and their Member States to accompany this process.
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