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6.
Brief analysis/ assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:

The Parliament takes note of Commission Communication COM(2016) 739 of 22 November 2016 on next steps for a sustainable European future as a starting point for the implementation of the sustainable development goals (SDGs) in the EU. The Parliament welcomes the Commission's commitment to mainstreaming SDGs into all EU policies and initiatives as well as the Commission's commitment to mainstreaming the SDGs into its better regulation agenda.

The Parliament also sets out a number of additional requests for the Commission's strategic approach on SDG implementation. In particular, the Parliament:

· asks the Commission for a comprehensive assessment, including policy gaps and trends, inconsistencies and implementation deficiencies, as well as the potential co-benefits and synergies, of all existing EU policies and legislation in all sectors;
· calls on the Commission to develop a comprehensive short-, medium-, and long-term coherent, coordinated and overarching framework strategy on the implementation of the 17 SDGs and their 169 targets in the EU, recognising the inter-linkages and parity of the different SDGs by taking a multi-level governance and cross-sectoral approach.

The Parliament also makes a number of specific requests related to the Commission's commitment to mainstreaming the SDGs into its better regulation agenda. In particular, the Parliament:

· calls on the Commission to establish an SDG check of all new policies and legislation and to ensure full policy coherence in the implementation of the SDGs, while promoting synergies, gaining co-benefits and avoiding trade-offs, both at European and Member State levels;

· underlines the need to include sustainable development as an integrated part of the overarching framework of impact assessments, not as a separate impact assessment as is currently the case according to the Commission’s Better Regulation toolbox; and calls for the tools designed to measure and quantify medium- and long-term environmental outcomes in impact assessments to be improved;
· calls on the Commission to ensure that evaluations and fitness checks carried out within the framework of the Regulatory Fitness and Performance (REFIT) programme assess whether certain policies or legislation contribute to the ambitious implementation of the SDGs or actually hinder it.
Regarding the governance of SDG implementation, the Parliament:

· considers that the Commission should encourage the Member States to promote the establishment or enhancement of sustainable development councils at national level, including at local level; and to enhance the participation and effective engagement of civil society and other relevant stakeholders in the relevant international forums and, in this regard, promote transparency and broad public participation and partnerships to implement sustainable development;

· calls on the Commission to ensure that the multi-stakeholder platform announced in its Communication becomes a model of best practice for facilitating the planning, implementation, monitoring and review of the 2030 Agenda; stresses that the platform should mobilise the expertise of different key sectors, promote innovation and contribute to ensuring effective links with stakeholders, encouraging the bottom-up promotion of sustainable development; and stresses, moreover, that the platform should be much broader in scope than a peer-learning platform and allow for a real engagement of stakeholders in the planning and monitoring of the implementation of the SDGs;

· calls on the Commission to step up efforts to facilitate the governance of the SDGs to ensure a multi-sector, multi-level and multi-actor approach with a focus on improving the science-policy interface and establishing a clear timetable that combines short-term and long-term thinking.

Regarding the issue of monitoring and review of the SDGs, the Parliament urges the Commission to develop effective monitoring, tracking and review mechanisms for implementing and mainstreaming the SDGs and the 2030 Agenda, calls on the Commission, in cooperation with Eurostat, to establish a set of specific progress indicators for the internal application of the SDGs in the EU, and calls for the Commission to carry out annual reporting on the EU’s progress in SDG implementation.
Regarding the EU budget, the Parliament calls for the post-2020 multiannual financial framework (MFF) to reorient the Union’s budget towards the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, ensuring that sufficient funding is allocated to effectively achieving the SDGs. More specifically, the Parliament calls for enhanced mainstreaming of sustainable development in all funding mechanisms and budgetary lines, reiterating that long-term policy coherence plays an important role in cost minimisation, highlights the significance of cohesion policy as the main investment policy of the EU, and recalls that a horizontal application of sustainability criteria and performance-based objectives for all EU structural and investment funds, including the European Fund for Strategic Investments, is needed in order to achieve a comprehensive transition to sustainable and inclusive economic growth.

The Parliament also calls for the implementation of a broad selection of sectoral initiatives.

7.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:
Next steps for a sustainable European future

The Commission is pleased that the Parliament welcomes its commitment to mainstreaming SDGs into all EU policies and initiatives as well as its commitment to mainstreaming the SDGs into its better regulation agenda. The Commission would like to recall that its strategic approach for the implementation of the SDGs consists of two workstreams. The first work stream is to mainstream the SDGs in the European policy framework and Commission priorities. Sustainable development will act as a guiding principle for all our policies and we are using the better regulation tools for this purpose. The second work stream is a reflection on further developing our longer-term vision and the focus of sectoral policies after 2020. To that end, a Reflection Paper "Towards a sustainable Europe by 2030" will be drafted and prepared for adoption in the second half of 2018. The Reflection Paper will form part of the discussion on the Future of Europe and involve the reflection on the implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals, including on the Paris Agreement on Climate Change. As sustainable development is a shared responsibility for all, the Commission will – in line with the subsidiarity principle – implement the 2030 Agenda together with Member States at the national, regional and local level.

Governance and better regulation

The Commission is of the opinion that sustainable development requires a holistic and cross-sector policy approach to ensure that economic, social and environmental challenges are addressed together. Hence, ultimately making policies that deliver sustainable development is an issue of governance and requires the right instruments to ensure policy coherence, across thematic areas as well as between the EU's external action and its other policies.

The new structure of this Commission with Vice-Presidents and its project-based approach is an important instrument that facilitates this way of working. Project teams bringing together different sectoral policy angles aim to ensure that efforts in one policy area reinforce initiatives in other fields, creating a more concerted and mutually-reinforcing agenda. Moreover, the First Vice-President has a horizontal responsibility for sustainable development. To ensure policy coherence, the First Vice-President and Vice-President Katainen, responsible for jobs, growth, investment and competitiveness, will jointly coordinate the Commission's work in actively implementing the 2030 Agenda.

The use of the Commission's better regulation tools is another way to ensure further mainstreaming of sustainable development in European policies. It is standard practice of the Commission to consult on individual policy initiatives. As such, public consultations on policy actions linked to sustainable development will be ensured. All Commission impact assessments must evaluate environmental, social and economic impacts so that sustainability is duly considered and factored in. All ex post evaluations must also analyse all three dimensions in a strong integrated approach. Strengthened impact assessment guidelines and enhanced procedures confirming this mainstreaming approach were a key component of the better regulation package adopted in 2015. The revised Better Regulation Package includes a specific tool on the impacts on development countries, as part of EU's commitments on policy coherence for development (Article 208 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union), which can additionally contribute to the achievement of the universal 2030 Agenda. Other tools, however, can be equally relevant depending on the nature of the initiative in question and its specific relevance for sustainability aims. The usefulness of all these tools is constantly monitored by the Commission on the basis of its own experience and other feedbacks it receives. On this basis, the Better Regulation toolbox is regularly updated and improved. Stakeholder involvement and public consultations form another component of the better regulation toolbox to meet the inclusiveness requirement that is at the heart of the 2030 Agenda.

The European Semester, as the EU's economic governance framework, has a strong focus on employment and social performance thereby promoting a more sustainable socio-economic model in the European Union.

Multi-stakeholder platform

The Commission acknowledges that achieving the SDGs requires a change in thinking, not only by public authorities, but also by stakeholders. The Commission is therefore launching a multi-stakeholder platform with a role in the follow-up and exchange of best practices on SDG implementation across sectors, at Member States and EU level. This platform could act as a peer learning hub, where stakeholders can engage in debates about sustainability activities and inform others about ongoing successful initiatives.
Commission Decision C(2017) 2941 on setting up the multi-stakeholder platform on the implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals in the EU describes that the platform's main tasks will be to:

a)
support and advise the Commission and all stakeholders involved on the implementation of the SDGs at Union level through, inter alia, contributing to:
· the second work stream as mentioned in the Commission Communication of 22 November 2016 on "Next steps for a sustainable European future": reflection work preparing for the long term implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals,
· the assessment of the progress made,
· and making suggestions for more effective implementation on this basis;
b)
support and advise the Commission in relation to Commission events on sustainable development and help to prepare the selection process of an annual sustainability award;
c)
provide a forum for exchange of experience and best practice on the implementation of the SDGs across sectors and at local, regional, national and Union level, where stakeholders can engage in debates about sustainable development and provide information about related successful initiatives, mobilising expertise of key sectors.

As set out in the Decision, an inclusive and balanced stakeholder representation shall be sought, including civil society, non-governmental organisations and the private and corporate sector, and covering the social, economic and environmental as well as the internal and external policy dimensions of sustainable development. The members shall have proven and relevant competence and experience, including at European level, in areas relevant to one or more of the 17 SDGs. The members should also have demonstrated commitment to sustainable development.
Monitoring and reporting

Keeping track of progress in a systematic and transparent way is essential. The 2030 Agenda provides for follow up and review at national, regional and global level.

The Agenda includes 17 goals and 169 underlying targets for which the UN Statistical Commission in March 2016 agreed an indicator framework comprising 230 indicators as a practical starting point for global monitoring, in particular at meetings of the UN High Level Political Forum on sustainable development.

The 2030 Agenda also foresees monitoring at the level of UN regions. As for monitoring in the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) region, a roadmap to guide the work of the UNECE countries on statistics for the Sustainable Development Goals is being prepared.

At national level, Member States are asked by the United Nations to put in place systems for measuring progress and reporting. Where appropriate, at national level, arrangements should be put in place also to take into account the local and regional dimensions.

At EU level, the Commission will contribute by monitoring, reporting and reviewing progress towards the Sustainable Development Goals in an EU context, consistent with the Council conclusions of 20 June 2017
. The Commission will provide, as of 2017, regular reporting of the EU's progress on the implementation of the 2030 Agenda based on a reference indicator framework. Stakeholders have been consulted on the choice of indicators.

In setting up the monitoring and reporting systems, one should be careful not to duplicate efforts and, where appropriate, already build upon existing or easily available data sources.

Multiannual financial framework

The preparation of the next MFF was launched with the publication of the White Paper on the Future of Europe in March 2017. The reflection paper on the Future of EU Finances adopted on 28 June 2017 was the last of the five reflection papers, focusing on the finances of a future Europe at 27. It takes into account the ideas presented in the previous four papers and sets out a series of options, scenarios regarding the future direction of the EU budget and how it could be used. Also, it fully recognises the commitment made by the Commission in the Communication "Next steps for a sustainable European future – European action for sustainability" that the new MFF beyond 2020 will reorient the EU budget’s contributions towards the achievement of the EU’s long-term objectives. The reflection paper is intended to stimulate further debate about where the Union is going and what we want to achieve together.

Furthermore, in the Rome declaration of 25 March 2017, the European Union referred to unprecedented challenges, both global and domestic, and showed its determination to address these challenges and to offer to its citizens both security and new opportunities. Heads of State and Government committed to work on four priorities for the future development of Europe: a safe and secure Europe, a prosperous and sustainable Europe, a social Europe, and a stronger Europe on the global scene.

The results of this political process will provide the top-down guidance for the nextMFF.

Concerning the timing, the reflection paper on the future of the EU finances indicates that the Commission will present its proposals for the next multiannual financial framework around the middle of 2018.
�	Council conclusions: "A sustainable European future: The EU response to the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, 20 June 2017", 10370/17.
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