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1.	Rapporteur: Constanze KREHL (S&D/DE)
2.	EP reference number: A8-0250/2017 / P8_TA-PROV(2017)0323
3.	Date of adoption of the resolution: 12 September 2017
4.	Subject: A Space Strategy for Europe
5.	Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Industry, Research and Energy (ITRE)
6.	Brief analysis/ assessment of the resolution:
This comprehensive resolution fully supports the objectives of the Space Strategy for Europe adopted by the Commission, and reinforces it by making concrete and useful additional proposals for even more ambitious EU actions in space.
Policy recommendations:
In addition to several pertinent references to EU documents and policies related to space (notably Electronic Communications, 5G, COP21, etc.), the resolution contains both general recommendations and detailed recommendations, which are aligned with the structure of the Space Strategy.
At general level, the resolution welcomes the Commission Communication on the Space Strategy, insists on the need to ensure the continuity of EU space programmes and to ensure a next space budget larger than the current one to create a predictable investment climate for European companies, highlights the respective roles of the European institutional actors, and suggests to explore synergies between the EU space programmes and agencies.
At more detailed level, the resolution notably:
· calls for accelerating the full economic exploitation of Galileo, EGNOS and Copernicus programmes;
· asks the Commission to evaluate and simplify the functioning of the Copernicus Entrusted Entities to facilitate applications by small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs);
· welcomes the procurement of cloud platforms for Earth observations, with the first ones to be operational in 2018;
· calls for the further development of Copernicus contribution to tackling climate change;
· welcomes the Galileo declaration of initial services in 2016 and stresses that adequate measures should be taken to make full compatibility with Galileo and EGNOS the standard for devices sold in the EU;
· underlines the role of the European Structural and Investment Fund (ESIF) in stimulating downstream space markets;
· supports the introduction of capacity-building measures to assist the Member States and regions with emerging capacity-building measures;
· calls on the Commission to include transport stakeholders in the dialogue on the space sector and to support the implementation of EGNOS-based procedure landings for smaller and larger airports; asks the Commission to pay attention to development of space tourism;
· stresses the importance of aircraft equipped with space-based Automatic Dependent Surveillance Broadcast (ADS-B) technology and the need to mandate this on-board equipment;
· stresses the importance of EU space programmes for marine and maritime activities;
· calls on the Commission to take into account the specific needs of SMEs, for instance through the use of the SME instrument or through adaptation of the duration of public contracts;
· calls on the Commission to ensure fair treatment of EU enterprises vis-à-vis enterprises from third countries through innovative procurement schemes;
· calls on the Commission to support the development of new space business models and technologies, and to pay attention to the development of space tourism;
· recalls the civil nature of EU space programmes while acknowledging the need to improve synergies between civil, security and defence aspects and the link with the European Defence Action Plan;
· calls on the Commission to encourage the development of alternative launching technologies and the inclusion of eco-design principles in all launchers and space assets;
· calls on the Commission, the Member States and the EEAS to promote norms of responsible behaviour and sustainability in space and to contribute to international cooperation on space traffic and debris management;
· asks the Commission to monitor the development of space mining, and considers in this regard that the principles of the Outer Space Treaty should be upheld; and
· welcomes the initiative by the Commission to promote the internationalisation of EU industry through economic diplomacy and coordinated efforts between EU bodies and Member States.
7.	Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission
Some requests and recommendations in the resolution call for a specific response by the Commission.
Regarding the request to ensure sufficient capacity and resources for the GSA (paragraphs 4 and 6), the Commission notes that the need to ensure that GSA has sufficient capacity to take on new tasks is recognised in the mid-term evaluation of the EGNOS and Galileo programmes and of the GSA, and will be further developed in the impact assessment and a possible legislative proposal that the Commission may submit in 2018.
With regard to the recommendation to study with ESA different cooperation options (paragraph 5), the Commission agrees that the cooperation should be streamlined and made more efficient. The European governance in space needs to build on the respective competences and added value of each institutional actor, ESA, the Member States and the EU. The Commission is reflecting on possible ways forward that will be shared and discussed in due time with ESA and interested stakeholders.
For what concerns the call for the Commission to publish an annual report on the nature and extent of the cooperation on space among the EU agencies (paragraph 8), the Commission is prepared to examine how in practice this could be achieved.
Regarding the need to reserve adequate frequency bands for the operation of satellite services (paragraph 19), the Commission is aware of the risks posed by the scarcity of this resource and will work to define a coherent Union position to ensuring the availability of spectrum for space services, in preparation for the World Radio Conference 2019.
Regarding the involvement of the Committee of the Regions as a member of the Copernicus User Forum (paragraph 20), the Commission fully recognises that local and regional authorities have a central role to play in setting up the proper ecosystem for new space applications to emerge and thrive, notably by favouring cross-fertilisation between universities, research centres, public authorities and industry, in particular start-ups and SMEs). This is the reason why the Commission, together with representatives from Copernicus Participating Countries, approved the inclusion of a representative of the Committee of the Regions as observer.
For what concerns the enhancement and extension of the dedicated budget line under the Framework Programme 9 (paragraph 26), the Commission confirms that space research is key in addressing the challenges outlined in the Space Strategy. The Commission will analyse options in the context of the preparation of its proposals for the next framework programme.
Regarding the request to extend the use of the SME instrument for scaling up business opportunities (paragraph 26), the Commission confirms that it intends to maintain the SME instrument fully "bottom-up" and non-prescriptive. Thus, business opportunities in space-based products and services are fully within the scope of the SME instrument. The Horizon 2020 programme for 2018-2020 will contain an action on InnovFin Space Equity pilot (ISEP) for a total of EUR 50 million. It will allow investing in venture capital and other risk-capital funds focused on space-related SMEs and small mid-caps.
On the aggregation of the demand of institutional customers for access to space (paragraph 34), the Commission concurs with the European Parliament on the need to ensure an independent, cost-effective and reliable access to space for Europe. Access to space is a central element of the space strategy for Europe, essential to the implementation of space activities and a key part of the overall value chain. Recently, the Commission has procured launch services for four Galileo satellites to be launched on a new generation of European launcher Ariane-6 between 2020 and 2021. Within the frame of the implementation of the Space Strategy for Europe, the Commission envisages to start soon a study on the socio-economic impact, costs and benefits of access to space actions proposed by the Space Strategy for Europe.
On the concerns expressed by the resolution on the lack of visibility on future European launch vehicle programmes beyond the next three to four years (paragraph 37), the Commission intends to continue preparing the future through the Research Framework programme in a close cooperation with ESA who is in charge of the development of launch systems capacities in Europe. This research shall enable the industry to anticipate the disruptive changes in order to maintain and improve its competiveness. It will foster innovation including eco-design and new technologies (paragraph 38).
Regarding the mitigation of risks posed by space debris (paragraph 41), initial services have already been provided at EU level since July 2016, through the EU Space Surveillance and Tracking (SST) Support Framework. The Implementation Report foreseen in Decision No 541/2014 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 16 April 2014 is being prepared by the Commission and will be forwarded to the Parliament in the coming months. The results of the Report will be taken into account, as necessary, in the impact assessment and the legislative proposal on SST that the Commission may, where appropriate, submit in 2018.
In respect to the recommendation to address cyber-security in space programmes (paragraph 42), this dimension has being seriously taken into account and addressed in the EU space programmes.
In relation to Govsatcom (paragraph 43), the Commission confirms that cost-effectiveness and optimisation of existing structures are key drivers of the impact assessment and of a possible future legislative proposal.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Finally, with regard to the request to the Commission to design a comprehensive communication strategy on space (paragraph 51), the Commission underlines that important efforts are already made in the context of the existing EU space programmes.
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