ORDINARY LEGISLATIVE PROCEDURE – First reading
Follow-up to the European Parliament legislative resolution of 29 May 2018 on 
the proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on establishing a multi-annual plan for demersal stocks in the North Sea and the fisheries exploiting those stocks and repealing Council Regulation (EC) 676/2007 and 
Council Regulation (EC) 1342/2008
2016/0238 (COD)
1.	Rapporteur: Ulrike RODUST (S&D/DE)
2.	EP reference number: A8-0263/2017/ P8_TA(2018)0212
3.	Date of adoption of the resolution: 29 May 2018
4.	Subject: Multi-annual plan for demersal stocks in the North Sea and the fisheries exploiting those stocks and repealing Council Regulation (EC) 676/2007 and Council Regulation (EC) 1342/2008
5.	Inter-institutional reference number: 2016/0238 (COD)
6.	Legal basis: Article 43(2) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union
7.	Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Fisheries (PECH)
8.	Commission's position: The Commission can accept all amendments endorsed by the political agreement. The Commission has however issued the following statement on the role of the International Council for the Exploration of the Sea (ICES) in delivering Maximum Sustainable Yields (MSY) ranges:
"The Commission will request the ranges of FMSY and other biological reference points from the International Council for the Exploration of the Sea (ICES). The Commission considers that, as a general rule, the fishing opportunities should be based on the best available scientific advice provided by ICES. In the unlikely event that ICES is either unable to provide the ranges of FMSY and other biological reference points or where there are serious reasons to believe that the advice issued by ICES does not meet the requirement for the best available scientific advice, the fishing opportunities will be based on the best available scientific advice that has either been issued or reviewed by an independent scientific body that is recognised at the Union or international level."
9.	Outlook for amendment of the proposal: There is no need for a formal modified proposal, as there is already agreement between the European Parliament and Council, endorsed by the Commission.
[bookmark: _GoBack]10.	Outlook for the adoption of Council's position: The Council adopted the final compromise on 18 June 2018.
