


Follow up to the European Parliament non legislative resolution of 3 October 2017 on 
addressing shrinking civil society space in developing countries
2016/2324 (INI)
1.	Rapporteur: Teresa JIMÉNEZ-BECERRIL BARRIO (EPP/ES)
2.	EP reference number: A8-0283/2017 / P8_TA-PROV (2017)0365
3.	Date of adoption of the resolution: 3 October 2017
4.	Subject: Addressing shrinking civil society space in developing countries
5.	Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Development (DEVE)
6.	Brief analysis/ assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The European Parliament acknowledges that the importance of a genuinely independent, diverse, pluralistic and vibrant civil society is pivotal to a country’s development and stability, to ensuring democratic consolidation, social justice, respect for human rights, and to building inclusive societies, so that no one is left behind; and recalls furthermore that civil society is a key actor in achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).
It recognises the central role played by civil society worldwide in supporting democracy, in guaranteeing the separation of powers, and in promoting transparency, accountability and good governance, in particular in the fight against corruption and violent extremism, and its direct impact on countries’ economic and human development, as well as on environmental sustainability.
The European Parliament recognises that shrinking civil society space is a global phenomenon, which is not restricted to developing countries but also, and increasingly, occurs in established democracies and middle- and high-income countries, including EU Member States and some of the EU’s closest allies; and calls for the EU and its Member States to lead by example in strictly upholding the fundamental rights of civil society and to address any negative trends in this field. It is deeply concerned by the increasing attacks against Human Rights Defenders worldwide. The resolution provides a number of suggestions on addressing shrinking civil society space in developing countries.
The resolution underlines that civic participation and the strength of civil society should be taken into consideration as an indicator for democracy. It encourages the EU to become an active facilitator and to promote institutional mechanisms and multi-stakeholders initiatives for reinforced dialogues and to develop stronger and broader coalitions and partnerships among developing countries' governments, civil society organisations, local authorities and the private sector in an enabling civil society environment.
It recognises the importance of regional cooperation in strengthening enabling environments for civil society, and encourages developing countries to promote dialogue and the best practice of protecting and engaging with civil society.
It calls on the Commission and the European External Action Service to establish best practices and to develop clear benchmarks and indicators related to shrinking space in the context of the EU Action Plan on Human Rights and Democracy in order to measure tangible progress.
It recognises the importance of mainstreaming the rights-based approach into the EU development policy, with the aim of integrating human rights and rule of law principles into EU development activities and of synchronising human rights and development cooperation activities.
It underscores the importance of the adoption by the Vice-President of the Commission/ High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy of a policy to denounce, systematically and unequivocally, the killing of Human Rights Defenders and any attempt to subject them to any form of violence, persecution, threat, harassment, forced disappearance, imprisonment or arbitrary arrest, to condemn those who commit or tolerate such atrocities, and to step up public diplomacy in open and clear support of Human Rights Defenders. It also encourages the EU delegations and the diplomatic representations of the Member States to continue actively supporting Human Rights Defenders, notably by systematically monitoring trials, visiting them in jail and issuing statements on individual cases, where appropriate. These viewpoints are shared by the Commission.
The resolution is a welcome and constructive contribution to addressing the shrinking civil society space in developing countries that proves the European Parliament's commitment to this topic.
7.	Response to the requests of actions to be taken by the Commission:
In response to the recommendations on addressing shrinking civil society space in developing countries, the Commission and the High Representative will continue to work on strengthening support to Civil Society Organisations (CSOs) towards greater autonomy of civic space.
The EU Delegations are at the forefront of translating EU policies into concrete actions on the ground; therefore they proactively identify and report on threats to civil society space, including reprisals, and take steps to counter such threats.
One of the most effective tools to address the enabling environment is the country Roadmaps for EU Engagement with Civil Society. Since 2014, the EU has established 105 country Roadmaps which have been consulted with civil society and jointly adopted with EU Member States. These Roadmaps present a comprehensive, coherent and shared EU analysis of the civil society landscape, its enabling environment and the obstacles, constraints and opportunities for CSOs. They identify EU priorities and concrete steps when engaging with and supporting CSOs in partner countries leading to concrete gains on synergies, collective impact and division of labour. By identifying long term objectives of EU cooperation with CSOs in third countries, these Roadmaps allow translating the ambition to support CSOs into concrete strategic steps in each country.
The Commission and the High Representative will undertake initiatives to provide guidance to governments, political parties, parliaments and administrations in beneficiary countries on developing strategies enabling the efficient work of CSOs.
The Commission, in collaboration with the High Representative, will work closely with European Parliament and with EU Member States to ensure that together they can build a better environment for the operation of the CSOs and hamper their further shrinking by (i) systematically including the issue of shrinking civic space in their bilateral relations with partner countries, (ii) making use of all available instruments and tools, including development and trade, so as to ensure that partner countries uphold their commitment to protecting and guaranteeing human rights, and (iii) closely monitoring the involvement of civil society actors in partner countries and urging governments to repeal all laws that violate the rights to freedom of assembly and association.
In line with the recommendations of the European Instrument for Democracy and Human Rights (EIDHR) mid-term review, the European External Action Service and the Commission services are currently developing a results framework and indicators for the EIDHR programming in 2018-2020. This includes indicators related to shrinking civil society space which are directly relevant for Objectives 1 and 3 of EIDHR, i.e. to the support of human rights and human rights defenders in situations where they are most at risk and to democracy support.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Commission will continue the work in strengthening an enabling environment for civil society, in particular at regional level, encouraging partner countries to promote dialogue and the best practices of protecting and engaging with civil society.
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