


Follow up to the European Parliament non-legislative resolution of 25 October 2017 on
fundamental rights aspects in Roma integration in the EU: fighting anti-Gypsyism
2017/2038 (INI)
1.	Rapporteur: Soraya POST (S&D/SE)
2.	EP reference number: A8-0294/2017 / P8_TA-PROV(2017)0413
3.	Date of adoption of the resolution: 25 October 2017
4.	Subject: Fundamental rights aspects in Roma integration in the EU and fighting anti-Gypsyism
5.	Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs (LIBE)
6.	Brief analysis/ assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The resolution focuses on the challenges faced by Roma in respect of their fundamental rights, including anti-Gypsyism and widespread discrimination in key areas such as education, employment, health and housing, the situation of stateless Roma people, generic reference to the rights to free movement and the use of EU funds for Roma integration (among others).
The Commission is called upon to act in many of the above areas, which it does already. However, regarding the call on the Commission to set up a "Truth and Reconciliation Commission" at EU level, this is beyond its competence.
7.	Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:
Paragraph 3:
The Commission welcomes any initiatives such as the Truth and Reconciliation Commissions at the national level (already established in Sweden). However, the Commission does not have competences to enforce such measures in the Member States. The Commission will support the Parliament in its actions to make it happen in the Member States.
Paragraphs 7 and 8:
The Commission continues working together with Member States to ensure that all Roma people have fair and equal opportunities. It is done through various legal, policy and funding instruments, mainly through the EU Framework for National Roma Integration Strategies (NRIS) up to 2020.
The EU Framework sets the EU Roma integration goals in four key areas such as education, employment, healthcare and housing. In order to meet these goals, the Member States have adopted NRIS or integrated sets of policy measures within their broader social inclusion measures tailored to the size and situation of Roma populations focusing on Roma integration in the four key areas hand in hand with fighting discrimination.
The Commission assesses annually the implementation of NRIS and reports to the European Parliament and the Council on progress made in the integration of Roma populations in Member States and the achievement of goals per each area defined in the EU Framework.
In order to help Member States to develop their robust monitoring mechanisms to measure the progress towards the Roma integration, the Commission requested the European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights (FRA) to set up an ad hoc Working group. The efforts were made to develop a common framework of Roma integration indicators. The Commission has linked monitoring progress in Roma inclusion to its wider growth agenda, Europe 2020.
To promote mutual learning and cooperation, the Commission facilitates and financially supports the stakeholders' dialogue through the Network of National Roma Contact Points, regular consultation meetings with EU umbrella pro-Roma and Roma non-governmental and international organisations, the European Platform for Roma inclusion and National Roma Platforms.
In the EU Framework, the Commission invited Member States to allocate sufficient funding from national budgets, and to make the best use of EU and international funding to support Roma integration. In the 2007-2013 period, the potential use of EU funds has not yet been fully exploited to support Roma integration. However, over the years, the volume of funds that Member States target at Roma integration has increased significantly. The Commission encouraged Member States to use funding opportunities made available under the 2014-2020 European Structural and Investment Funds (ESIF). For the first time (during the programming period 2014-2020) a European Social Fund investment priority on the socio-economic integration of marginalised communities, such as Roma, has been selected by 12 Member States which allocated to it a total of EUR 1.5 billion. This enables explicit but not exclusive targeting of Roma. The marginalised Roma communities are expected to benefit from measures funded mainly under the objective of promoting social inclusion including combating poverty and discrimination targeted to socially disadvantaged people (including but not limited to Roma). Several other ESIF investment priorities have been identified to contribute to Roma inclusion. The Roma integration process in enlargement countries is supported under the Instrument for Pre-accession Assistance (IPA).
In the Council Conclusions on accelerating the process of Roma integration of December 2016, Member States reconfirmed their commitment to the Roma integration process and their determination to ensure that all policy, legal and financial instruments that have been put in place at both European and national level, are used to their full extent to close the gap between Roma and non Roma.
The Council Conclusions urged Member States to acknowledge the discrimination and racism affecting Roma referred to as anti-Gypsyism, a root cause of their social exclusion and discrimination.
The Council Conclusions also urged the Commission to carry out a mid-term evaluation of the EU Framework for National Roma Integration Strategies up to 2020.
The undergoing evaluation is examining the effectiveness, efficiency, relevance and EU added value of the EU Framework for National Roma Integration Strategies up to 2020, looking into the use of available EU instruments promoting Roma integration (policy, legal, financial, also mentioned above) as well as into national approaches (NRIS or sets of integrated policy measures, mainstream reforms and their impact on Roma, use of EU and national funds promoting Roma integration for both mainstream and targeted measures). The final evaluation report is expected in the first half of 2018.
Paragraph 13: "Calls on the Commission […] to continue launching infringement proceedings against all Member States, without exception, that breach or fail to transport or implement equal treatment Directives, such as the Racial Equality Directive […]":
The Commission in its role as guardian of the Treaties closely monitors compliance of Member States with the antidiscrimination legislation, in particular the Racial Equality Directive which prohibits discrimination on grounds of racial or ethnic origin in a number of specific fields. The Roma, as an ethnic minority, fall squarely within the protection of this Directive. Since 2015, the Commission has launched three infringement cases on the discrimination of Roma children in education, and it continues to investigate suspected discrimination in education and housing in several Member States. The Commission also entered into dialogue with Member States to ensure full and correct transposition and implementation of the Council Framework Decision on racism and xenophobia after having acquired the power to oversee its application.
Paragraph 14:
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Commission will continue its efforts, in the remit of its competence, to reach the necessary agreement in the Council.
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